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right-to-die H e hus-

band of a brain- damaged woman ac-

cused Florida Gov. Jeb Bush and state

legislators of pandering to voters by

trying to pass legislation preventing the
removal of her feeding tube.

Michael Schiavo leveled the accusations
Tuesday in an interview for ABC’s “Night-
line” after state House and Senate commit-
tees endorsed bills aimed at preventing re-
moval of Terri Schiavo’s feeding tube. A
Jjudge has scheduled the removal for Friday.

Pinochet banking help: Not just Riggs
Bank, but eight others — including Citi-
group and Bank of America — helped
former Chilean dicta-
tor Augusto Pinochet
and members of his
family build a secret
network of accounts to
conceal his wealth, Sen-
ate investigators have
found.

In a report released
Tuesday, the investiga-
tors charged that
Rigegs's dealings with
Pinochet were far

Pinochet more extensive and
long-standing than had
been known.
University of Colo. grants: A

Israel protester lawsui

Rachel Corrie, left, 23, from Olympia, wm., uses a loudspeaker

as she stands between an Israeli bulldozer and a Palestinian physician’s honse in the Gaza

Strip town of Rafah on March 16, 2003. The parents of Corrie, who was

d while trying

to prevent the of the

home, is suing illar Inc.

, the company that

made the bulldozer. The federal lawsuit, which was filed Tuesday, alleges that Caterpillar
violated international and state law by providing specially designed bulldozers to Israeli
Defense Forces that it knew would be used to demolish homes and endanger people.

to influence a stubbornly bullish market
that has driven prices of benchmark light
crude up about 25 percent this year alone.

ic organization that has given the University
of Colorado nearly $2 million in the past
three years has delayed fulfilling grant re-
quests this year, in part because of the
school’s recent scandals, the organization’s
president said.

Some board members were concerned
about problems facing the university, includ-
ing the investigation of a professor who com-
pared some Sept. 11, 2001, victims to a Nazi,
the football recruiting scandal and ques-
tions about the finances of the university’s
fund-raising arm. Others wanted to look at
the success of previous grants.

World
Madrid train ing: 1 prob-

The U.S. ambassa-
dor to Kyrgyzstan criticized the ex-Soviet re-
public’s government on Wednesday for fail-
ing to ensure free elections, and opposition
supporters continued to rally across the
country against alleged voting fraud.

‘Ambassador Stephen Young said Sun-
day’s runoff parliamentary elections and
the original vote on Feb. 27 were marred by
harassment of independent media, govern-
ment interference in the campaign process,
media bias in favor of pro-government can-
didates and the disqualification of opposi-
tion candidates.

U.N. sex abuse claims: As the United Na-
tions confronts claims of sex abuse on peace-
keeping missions worldwide, officials say

ing the Madrid, Spain, train bombing on
Wednesday rejected a request to hear more
testimony and instead set an April 19 dead-
line for draft proposals that would be includ-
ed in a final report on Spain’s worst terrorist
attack.

The conservative Popular Party, which
was in power at the time of the attack
March 11, 2004, has been pressing for the
16-member panel to hear from more police
and other witnesses, but the panel said no
on Wednesday.

Oil production: Driven by fears of a win-
ter supply crunch at year’s end, OPEC oil
mlmsters agreed Wednesday to immediate-

orize ing of an extra
Bt o parrelsmot o & day and to ap-
prove a similar boost later if prices do not
fall,

The decision to look to winter and raise
the OPEC production quota just ahead of
the northern hemisphere springtime —
when demand normally falls — was unusu-
al. It reflected concern about OPEC’s ability

soldiers may be easier than pun-
ishing civilians working for the world body.

nder current rules, soldiers accused of
wrongdoing are sent home and punishment
is left to their own governments who often
do nothing, while civilians in similar circum-
stances can be sent home or face U.N. disci-
plinary action.

While much of the effort to stop sexual
misconduct has focused on new policies for
the 60,000 peacekeeping troops in 16 mis-
sions across the globe, United Nations de-
ployments also have about 10,000 foreign ci-
vilians and civilian police who fall outside
military rules.

Pakistan rape: Pakistan authorities said
on Wednesday that they have posted more
than two dozen police officers outside a
woman’s home to guard her after a court
freed four of the six men convicted of rap-
ing her — an attack ordered by a village
council as punishment for her brother’s al-
leged misdee

ed of raping 33-year-old Mukhtar Mai. The
four men have been told “to stay away from
Mukhtar Mai’s house,” Igbal said.

Pope’s health: Pope John Paul II made a
surprise appearance Wednesday at an open
window of his apartment overlooking St. Pe-
ter’s Square in Vatican City, his first in pub-
lic since being released from the hospital
after throat surgery to ease a breathing cri-
sis.

The 84-year-old pontiff appeared briefly
to pilgrims who had gathered on the square
on a day when the pope typically greets the
faithful in a weekly public audience. He
waved and made the sign of the cross, bless-
ing several thousand pilgrims on the square
on a mild March day.

He lingered just a minute at the window
and did not address the crowd, which
cheered as John Paul came into view.

Secret listening device: A U.N. watchdog
has launched an investigation into the dis-
covery of a secret listening device at the glo-
bal body’s European headquarters, a senior
official said Tuesday.

The listening device was found last year
during renovation work in a room known as
the Salon Francais where it could have been
used to eavesdrop on private conversations.

Afghan airliner recovery: An Afghan sol-
dier was Killed and another wounded when
they triggered a land mine while recovering
bodies from an airliner that slammed into a
mountain in the nation’s worst-ever air
crash, officials said Wednesday.

Deep snow and fear of old ordnance has
hampered efforts to retrieve the remains of
the 105 killed when the Boeing 737 crashed
east of the capital, Kabul, during a snow-
storm near an old military observation post.

The mine exploded on Tuesday about 400
yards from a landing zone that had earlier
been checked by a de-mining team, NATO’s
security force in said.

The four men walked out of a high ri-
ty jail nearly three years after being convict-

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Correction

The headline on the story Wednesday about the use of gas cou-
pons in the United Kingdom was incorrect. The 3rd Air Force is

‘monitoring use of the coupons.
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$52M Livorno construction now under way

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

The Army Materiel Command
Field Support Brigade-Europe
broke ground on a $52 million
t Tuesday to ize its

units and bulldozers, Fick said, cit-
ing a few examples of the bri-
gade’s capabilities.

Field Support Brigade-Livorno
also will have seven new humidi-
ty-controlled warehuuses 10 reno-
vated

cilities at the Leghorn Army
Depot in Livorno, Italy.

When complete, the upgrade
will improve the delivery of com-
bat-ready equipment and materi-
el to troops in the field, officials
said.

“Our focus for the past few
years has been on providing sup-
port directly to combatant forces,
and not purely to pre-positioned
stocks,”  brigade spokesman
Charles Fick said.

“The equipment we work on is
coming from the fighting forces
that have been in combat for the
last year or more, and the renova-
tions and repairs are extensive.
It not just a Jiffy Lube and tune-

up.”

The facilities at the depot date
to the 1950s. When finished in
2007, there will be new work-
shops that can repair everything
from tracked or wheeled vehicles

tive space and lmpraved infrastruc-
ture such as roadways, Fick said.
“New facilities will enable us to
accomplish our Army pre-posi-
tioned stocks and reset work
more efficiently and safely,” Nor-
‘man Jasper, FSB-LI civilian exec-
uﬁve assistant, said in a state-
ent.

Fnr example, Livorno’s current
faclhty has no overhead lift,
“which makes removing engines
more cumbersome and time-con-
suming,” Fick said.

The command’s 1,600 civilian
and military personnel are sta-
tioned in Germany, Italy, Luxem-
bourg and the Netherlands, and
are deployed to Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

Navy engineers will oversee
the project because the U.S. Navy
holds oversight authority for mili-
tary construction in Italy.

C.W. FICK JR./Courtesy of the U.S. Army
Officials gather for a ceremony Tuesday marking the start of a $52 million construction project for Field

E-mail Sandra Jontz at: Support Brigade-Livorno, Italy. The project will result in new workshops for tracked and wheeled vehicles
£ dra Jon o

to water pi

il and new office space.

Hospital ship leaves Aceh province

' |

BY ~

Rear Adm. Preston appointed as
Navy Region Europe commander

PAUL G. SCHERMAN/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy
The hospital ship USNS Mercy awaits port services in January after
arriving in Singapore to take on supplies and personnel. The ship
left Indonesia’s devastated Aceh province Wednesday, ending the

U.S. military's tsunami re in the area. The ship planned to stop in
eastern Indonesia to treat patients there on its way home, the U.S.
eembassy said. The disaster killed or left missing more than
200,000 people in Aceh province.

Rota wins housing award again

Naval Station Rota, Spain, was recently awarded the 2004 Admiral
Elmo R. Zumwalt Award for excellence in bachelor housing.

Rota was one of only 22 commands Navy-wide, and the only com-
mand in Europe, to receive the award.

The award izes what would be i of
five-star commercial lodging through a formal accredltanon process.

To be eligible for the award, the bachelor housing units were inspect-
ed and had to meet five-star levels in each of the accreditation areas.

This is the second year in a row that Rota has won.

From staff reports

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Ttaly — Rear Adm.
Noel Preston has been appointed
commander, Navy Region Eu-
rope, by the chief of naval opera-
tions in the latest reshuffling of
naval leaders in Europe.

Along with that appointment,
made by Adm. Vern Clark, Pre-
ston will assume the NATO job of
commander, Maritime Air Forc-
es, Mediterranean, according to a
Navy announcement.

He was appointed in Septem-
ber 2004 to his current job of di-
rector of Navy Europe Programs,
Resources and Support.

Preston will replace Rear Adm.
Stanley Bozin, who will transfer
to the Pentagon to be director of
the Navy’s Office of Budget.

No date has been set for the
change of command in Naples,
but officials are planning a
late-spring  ceremony,  said
spokeswoman Lt. Cmdr. Lisa

Braun.

Replacing Preston will be Rear
Adm. Derwood Curtis, currently
special assistant to commander,
Naval Surface
Force, U.S. Pa-
cific Fleet in

graduated
from the Uni-
versity of
South  Caroli-
na Navy
ROTC  pro-
gram in 1970
and attended
the Naval Jus-
tice School in
Newport, RI.
He then re-
ported
Naval Air Sla-
tion Pensacola, Fla., and was des-
ignated a naval aviator in October
1971, according to his online biog-
raphy.

“Iam honored to have been se-
lected as the next of

Navy Region Europe, and I look
forward to continuing the terrific
work Rear Adm. Stan Bozin has
done in transforming the region
for the challenges of the future,”
Preston said in a statement re-
leased Wednesday.

Curtis graduated from the U.S.
Naval Academy in 1976 and re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in po-
litical science. He currently also
serves as commander, Carrier
Strike Group Eleven, USS Nimitz
Strike Group.

The appointments do not re-
quire hearings before the U.S.
Senate.

The Navy has yet to announce
who will be tapped for the top
Navy post in Europe. On March 2,
the White House nominated
Adm. Michael Mullen to replace
the retiring Clark as chief of
naval operations.

The Senate has yet to schedule
Mullen’s confirmation hearing.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:
E dra Jon ”

‘week, a base spokesman said.

found in some mushrooms.

Airman discharged in drug case

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy — A 31st Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron senior airman was fined
$5,000 and reduced in rank after pleading guilty
to several drug charges at a court-martial last

James C. Imler pleaded guilty to conspiracy to
possess and/or use marijuana, wrongful use of
marijuana and psilocyn and possession of 8
grams of psilocyn, a hallucinogenic chemical

‘The Air Force declined to release Imler’s age.

duct discharge.

Charges of possession of marijuana, hashish

and seeds containing tetrahydrocannabinol were
dismissed before the hearing, according to 2nd
Lt. Lea Ann Chambers, a base spokeswoman.

Imler was arrested June 19 in Germany with
another servicemember, Senior Airman Moham-
'mad Odatalla, who was sentenced to 10 months’
confinement, fined $8,230, reduced in rank to E-1
and given a bad-conduct discharge after pleading
guilty to various drug charges last month.

Imler was reduced to E-1 and given a bad-con-

From staff reports
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Kosovo peace holds in U.S.-patrolled sector

BY BEN MURRAY
Stars and Stripes

Kosovar civilians in the Ameri-
can-patrolled sector of the prov-
ince have so far heeded calls for
calm in response to a pair of
shake-ups at the top of their inter-
im government, the new U.S. com-
mander in the area said Tuesday.

The resignation of Kosovo’s
prime minister and an attack on
its president over the past week
have not outwardly disrupted the
tenuous peace in the U.S. pomon
of the beleaguered Balkan region,
said Brig. Gen. William Wade,
commander of Multinational Bri-
gade East.

“Things remain very calm
throughout the [area of opera-
tions],” Wade said in a telephone
interview. “At this point, all the
people of Kosovo seem to be be-
having themselves very well.”

Wade took command of the
US. portion of the NATO peace-
keeping operation two days be-
fore events began to unfold in Ko-
sovo on March 8, when
then-Prime Minister Ramush Ha-
radinaj stepped down from his
post after being indicted by a
U.N. tribunal on 37 counts of al-
leged war crimes. On March 15,
Kosovo President Ibrahim Rugo-
va escaped unscathed from a
bombing targeting his vehicle in
the provincial capital of Pristina.

The events triggered repeated
calls for composure by U.N. and
Kosovo Force officials.

“Iappeal ... to the people of Ko-
sovo to express your feelings
through peaceful means. A vio-
lent response will not help Koso-
vo,” the U.N.’s top envoy to the re-
gion, Soren Jessen-Peterson, said

in a statement released March 8.
“It is important that we all re-
main calm and dignified during
these difficult days.”

Wade said the National Guards-
men under his command came to
Kosovo prepared to start their
‘mission in a time of potential un-
rest: March 18 marks the
one-year anniversary of the last
major outbreak of ethnic violence
between ethnic Albanians and
Serbs in the area. About 2,000
U.S. troops are serving in Kosovo.

NATO forces have been in
place in the province since 1999,
following a bombing campaign to
push former Yugoslavian leader
Slobodan Milosevic’s forces out
of the region.

The 18,000-soldier peacekeep-
ing force received a timely boost
in troop numbers just before Ha-
radinaj’s resignation last week.
On March 6, a battalion of British
troops was asked to join a Ger-
man armored battalion in a previ-
ously planned training exercise
called Operation Determined Ef-
fort 2005, KFOR public informa-
tion officer Leroy Guillaume said.

Bad weather in Kosovo and les-
sons learned from the 2004 train-
ing regimen, “showed that we
need a plan to be ready to face
any contingency,” Guillaume said
of the reason for the last-minute
troop addition in an e-mail to
Stars and Stripes.

Wade said he didn’t think eth-
nic tensions in MNB (East) would
increase as events continued to
unfold in Kosovo's new govern-
ment.

“I don’t expect an escalation,
given what we've seen,” he said.
EmailBenMurrayat:
murrayb@mail.estripes.osd.

Veljko Odalovic, left, head of the Serbian delega-
tion, and Ragip Zekolli, the head of Kosovo's ethnic
Albanian delegation, shake hands after signing an
agreement after talks Wednesday.

Officials from Serbian, Albanian
resume talks on missing people

BY KATARINA KRATOVAC

The Associated Press

BELGRADE, Serbia-Montenegro — Serbian
and ethnic Albanian officials resumed talks
Wednesday, after a year’s break, aiming to discov-
ert the fate of thousands of people still missing from

8-99 Kosovo war.

The issue remains one of the most sensitive fac-
ing the former foes.

Wednesday’s meeting in Belgrade — under the
auspices of the Geneva-based International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross — is also a step in the pro-
cess to resolving the future status of the U.N.-run
province.

“We can be satisfied if the issue of the missing is
taken seriously, so that it can be part of a wider dia-
logue between Pristina and Belgrade,” said Fran-
cois Stamm, the ICRC official who chaired the
talks.

Kosovo's U.N. administrator, Soren Jessen-Pe-
tersen, welcomed the resumption of talks between
the two sides, urging them to act in a “constructive
manner and in a way that focuses fully on the hu-
manitarian perspective.”

Contacts between ethnic Albanian leaders and
Belgrade officials have been rare since the war,
which ended after NATO’s 1999 bombing cam-
paign halted a Serb crackdown on the province’s in-

king ethnic Alb:

Some 10,000 people were killed and thousands
vanished in the war. NATO pushed the Serb troops
out and forced former autocratic ruler Slobodan
Milosevic to relinquish control of Kosovo.

Since then, Kosovo has remained officially part
of Serbia-Montenegro, the successor state to Yugo-
slavia, but is administered by the U.N. mission and
NATO-led peacekeepers.

Hundreds of those listed as missing from the
war have been found in mass graves in Kosovo and
Serbia, but the fate of about 3,000 missing is still to
be determined.

Lawmakers to AF: “There’s a charade going on here’

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

'WASHINGTON — House mem-
bers angry over upcoming base
closings lashed out at Air Force of-
ficials on Wednesday for the
up-front costs expected and unde-
termined savings promised in the
Base Realignment And Closure
process.

The proposed 2006 defense
budget includes $2.5 billion in clo-
sure costs related to the BRAC de-
cisions, even though no bases
have yet been publicly identified
as scheduled to be closed. Anoth-
er $5.7 billion in expenses is ex-
pected in 2007.

In addition, the 2006 budget in-

Hearing on 2006 defense budget raises questions on BRAC costs

cludes about $377 million in costs
associated with the 1995 BRAC
process, which incensed Rep.
Neil Abercrombie, D-Hawaii.

“This is 10 years later and the
DOD is still asking for transition
money to finance these savings,”
he said during a House Armed
Services hearing.

“It's embarrassing when I go
home to have to say there’s not a
single base secretaries can name
that needs to be closed, but
there’s 24 percent base capacity
that has to be gotten rid of.
There’s a charade going on here.”

This year’s process marks the

ronment, said the 24 percent ex-
cess capacity figure is only an esti-
mate, and will not require that

fifth time since 1988 the Defense
Department has looked to reduce
its base holdings and costs, de-
signed to make the military more
efficient.

The list of bases affected is to
be released May 16, though
changes to that list could be made
over the summer.

When pressed by committee
members to name an Air Force
base that could easily be eliminat-
ed, Air Force Secretary Peter
Teets declined to pick a facility
but defended the process.

“There is a

well-structured analysis going
on,” he said. “In any kind of re-
structuring activity ... it requires
upfront investment to achieve an-
nual savings.”

Teets said he has started to
hear possible closure scenarios
but “no decisions have been
made.”

Defense officials estimate the
earlier BRAC rounds have saved
about $29 billion combined in re-
duced maintenance costs and
profits from land sales.

Earlier in the week Phillip
Grone, deputy undersecretary of

one in four bases be closed.

However, when pressed by
House members, he also admit-
ted the 24 percent figure is not a
maximum either, and that the
study could recommend closing a
higher number of faclies a5

Grune added that officials are
taking into account the large num-
ber of servicemembers expected
to return to U.S. bases from de-
ployment abroad as military offi-
cials draw down troop totals in
Europe and the Pacific arena.
E-mail Leo Shane at:

defense for i and envi-

Military budget crunch fuels concerns child care, services will suffer

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Members of Con-
gress voiced concerns Tuesday that fund-
ing for child care centers, barracks mainte-
nance and other military base programs
will be hurt by what they call inadequate
money for construction and repair in the
proposed 2006 defense budget.

During a House Armed Services sub-
committee hearing, Rep. Joel Hefley,
R-Colo., said he was “astounded” that
Army officials haven’t maintained “the
level necessary to keep child care centers

open, dining halls serving chow, lights
turned on and base employees reporting to
work.”

Army operations funding will be under-
funded by nearly $1 billion in the proposed
2006 budget, and other mnlnary services
will see a $400 million drop in much-need-
ed repair and construction funds, accord-
ing to subcommittee members.

But defense officials said the funding lev-
els are adequate, and the services are com-
mitted to maintaining current programs
and providing quality housing to keep ser-
vicemembers’ morale up.

“Soldiers and their families deserve the

same quality of life as the society they are
pledged to defend,” said Geoffrey Prosch,
deputy assistant secretary for Army instal-
lations and environment. “Our construc-
tion budget does have the resources for
continued support of our mission.”

For the Army, the proposed budget in-
cludes $292 million for training-range re-
pairs and upgrades, funding for construc-
tion of new barracks for about 5,200 sol-
diers and new housing for about 5,800 fami-
lies, and increased money for readiness
and reserve centers.

But the $3.3 billion allotment for Army
military construction is only 70 percent of

the anticipated need for operations sup-
port funding, well short of the Defense De-
partment budgeting goal of 95 percent.

Joyce Raezer, director of government re-
lations for the National Military Family As-
sociation, said her group has heard com-
plaints from families about cutbacks in
basic services, especially at Army posts.

“We're already seeing pink slips handed
out to some base employees, hours cut
back at dining halls,” she said. “This is
youth programs. ThlS is fitness programs.
We're very concerned about the quality of
life at these facilities.”

E-mail Leo Shane at: shanel@stripes.osd.mil
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D.C. anthrax
scare was
false alarm

BY LAURA MECKLER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — An apparent mix-up at a
laboratory is being blamed for the anthrax
scare that closed three area mail facilities that
handle Pentagon-bound mail, and prompted
nearly 900 workers to receive antibiotics.

The two-day scare that recalled the fatal bio-
terrorism attacks of 2001 turned out to be
false alarm after definitive tests at two facili-
ties came back negative Tuesday for the dead-
ly spores.

Officials believe the confusion stemmed
from a mistake at the laboratory that did the
mmal testing, and the mistaken conclusmn

by a Defense D
ralory at Fort Detrick, Md.

The working theory is that workers at the
initial laboratory, Commonwealth Biotechnol-
ogy Inc. in Richmond, Va., contaminated the
sample taken from the Pentagon with actual
anthrax that is kept on hand for comparison
purposes, a Homeland Security official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity, said Wednes-

A Pentagon police officer walks past a closed Pentagon mail faci

in Falls Church, Va., on

Tuesday. The anthrax scare was a false alarm apparently caused by a lab mix-up.

Warning signs at the two Pentagon mail fa-
cilities on Monday led to the comprehensive
testing. Nearly 900 workers were given pre-
cautionary antibiotics, and officials closed
three mail facilities at the Pentagon and in
‘Washington.

“We have nothing to suggest anything re-
motely like the events of October 2001, and
‘we hope that with further information we’ll be
able to completely rule out any threat at all,”
Dr. William Winkenwerder, assistant defense
secretary for health affairs, said.

day. That would explain why the
back as positive for anthrax.

That initial sample, possibly already con-
taminated, was then delivered to Fort Detrick,
which confirmed the presence of anthrax.

“It had already been handled by the contrac-
tor,” said Caree Vander Linden, spokeswom-
an for the U.S. Army Medical Research Insti-
tute of Infectious Diseases at Fort Detrick.

Later tests proved negative and officials re-
alized the initial error, officials said.

my itional tests re-
mained incomplete. All tests that have been
completed on samples from both Pentagon fa-
cilities have come back negative, he said.
Workers who were advised to take antibiot-
ics would be told to stop if those tests also
proved negative, Winkenwerder said.
In 2001 anthrax-by-mail attacks killed five
people and panicked Americans still raw from
the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. Since then,

scores of initial tests in government mail-
rooms have falsely reported anthrax. But this
week’s alarm was set off by two alert systems
that independently suggested the presence of
the bacteria — what officials now believe was
a coincidence.

First, a filter on a device that screens mail
for chemical and biological agents on the Pen-
tagon grounds tested positive for anthrax. Sep-
arately, an alert was set off at a nearby satel-
lite mail processing facility. Officials set out to
retest the initial filter and gathered additional
samples from the facilities for testing.

Initially, tests suggested anthrax might be
present, according to a counterterrorism offi-
cial close to the investigation.

Subsequent testing of both the initial filter
and of other samples at both locations came
back negative, Winkenwerder said.

“We're very encouraged with the informa-
tion that we now have in hand,” he said.

Associated Press Writer Lara Jakes Jordan contributed
to this report.

Maj. Ge. Paul “Bill” Ess

n
aS

The Air Force announced Monday that Maj. Gen.
Paul W. “Bill” Essex will be the new commander of
the Army and Air Force Exchange Service.

Essex is now director of Plans and Programs,
Headquarters Air Mobility Command, Scott Air
Force Base, I1l.

In this capacity, he is responslble for force struc-
ture planning and programming, doctrine, require-
ments, manpower and analysis for the nation’s air-
lift and refueling force.

Prior to assuming his current position, General
Essex was the Mission Area Director for Global
Reach Programs, Office of the Assistant Secretary

Stars and Stripes

Air Force’s Essex selected
ext AAFES commander

of the Air Force for Acquisition, Headquarters U.S.

Air Force, Washington.

AAFES’ current commander Maj. Gen. Kathryn
Frost will leave the post April 7 to retire, said
AAFES spokesman Judd Anstey.

Until Essex’s arrival in late June 2005, AAFES’
Acting Commander will be Air Force Brig. Gen.l
Toreaser Steele.

Frost is married to Martin Frost, a former U.S.
Representative from Texas, who is to become a polit-
ical commentator for the Fox News Channel.

Frost lost his seat in November after redistricting
engineered by majority leader Tom DeLay forced
him into a race against Republican Pete Sessions.
He served 26 years in Congress.

Alleged 9/11 Pentagon flag back on auction

The Associated Press
RICHMOND, Va. — An Ameri-

Doubt cast over its authenticity

An update on the controversy
is included in the description for

can flag reportedly flown at the
Pentagon during the Sept. 11 ter-
rorist attacks is up for sale again
after the high bidder withdrew
his offer.

Todd Schimmel, 26, of Mound,
Minn., took back his $371,300
bid Tuesday after doubt was
raised about whether the flag
had really been flying during the

attack.

Schimmel did not return
phone calls from The Associated
Press on Tuesday. A request for
comment e-mailed to the eBay
account of the high bidder
brought a brief response: “Flag
is a fake Im not accepting.”

David Nicholson, 44, of Or-
ange, Va., auctioned the flag on

eBay to raise money for his kid-
ney cancer treatment.

The flag reportedly flew over
a construction crane at the Pen-
tagon. But during the original
auction, Maryland-based Facchi-
na Construction Co., which gave
Nicholson the flag, said it did not
have a crane at the Pentagon on
Sept. 11, 2001.

the new, three-day auction,
which was started on eBay on
Tuesday evening. The descrip-
tion also includes the text of a let-
ter of authenticity Nicholson
said is signed by a Facchina site
supervisor.

“Everything happens for a rea-
son, and it will all work out for
the best,” Nicholson said.

Bush
taps 8 to
review

BRAC

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Bush on Tuesday nomi-
nated eight people with ties to
defense to serve on the com-
mission charged with closing
U.S. military bases.

The president previously
nominated former Veterans Af-
fairs Secretary Anthony Princi-
pi to lead the nine-member in-
dependent commission.

Congress  authorized the
fifth round of closures last
year.

If confirmed by the Senate,
the Base Realignment and Clo-
sure Commission will review a
list of closures the Pentagon
‘must propose by May.

The president nominated:

W James H. Bilbray of Neva-
da, a former Army reservist
and a former congressman
who served on international re-
lations, armed services and in-
telligence committees.

W Philip Coyle of California,
a senior adviser to the Center
for Defense Information and a
former assistant defense secre-

M Harold W. Gehman Jr. of
Virginia, a retired Navy admi-
ral and former NATO su-
preme allied commander.

M James V. Hansen of Utah,
a Navy veteran and former
congressman who served on
the armed services committee.

W James T. Hill of Florida, a
retired Army general and
former combatant commander
of the US. Southern Com-
mand.

M Claude M. Kicklighter of
Georgia, a retired Army lieu-
tenant general and the assis-
tant secretary for policy and
planning at the Veterans Af-
fairs Department.

W Samuel Knox Skinner of Tl-
linois, a former Army reservist
and one-time chief of staff and
secretary of transportation
under President George H.W.

ish.

MSue Ellen Turner of
Texas, a retired Air Force brig-
adier general who is a member
of the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission.

Congressional leaders were
permitted to recommend six
members.

Bush nominated five of
them. The sixth was Gen. John
G. Coburn, a former Army dep-
uty chief of staff. Senate Major-
ity Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn.,
had recommended him to
Bush, but Coburn withdrew
his name from consideration
this week.
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Blast outside U.S. bases kills four Iraqis

No Americans
were wounded
in car bombing

BY CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

BAQOUBA, Iraq — Four Iraqi
soldiers were Killed and another
17 wounded Wednesday when a
car bomb exploded at a check-
point outside the gates of For-
ward Operating Bases Warhorse
and Scunion.

Some U.S. troops first thought
the explosion was a planned blast
to destroy enemy bombs. But the
blast wasn’t planned, at least not
by the US. soldiers, who were
soon scrambling to save their
comrades in the Iragi army.

“They're just here to do_their
jobs, to help,” said Sgt. Charles
Graham. “To me, losing one of
them is like losing one of us.”

Soldiers from Graham’s unit,
the 2nd Battalion, 69th Armored
Regiment, arrived on the scene

n as Iraqi soldiers
piled the casualties into the backs
of their white Toyota pickups.
The casualties were driven to the
gate at FOB Warhorse and met by
U.S. medics and combat ambu-
lances from Warhorse’ s clinic.

“It was pretty messy,” said Gra-

, whose unit had performed
missions with the same group of
Iragqi soldiers. “A lot of guys were
injured by shrapnel. There was a
lot of blood, a lot of blood.”

All of the casualties were mem-
bers of the 204th Iragi Army Bat-
talion. There was no immediate
word if there were civilian casual-
llgb No U.S. soldiers were wound-
e

Graham'’s soldiers secured the
scene, and the frantic Iragis were
met at Warhorse’s gate by medics
from Company C, 203rd Forward
Support Battalion. In the minutes
after the 8:43 a.m. blast, the clinic
received radio reports that four
were wounded, then eight, nine
and 16. It sent more help as the ca-
sualty estimate rose.

At the gate, the medics sifted
through the carnage.

“The first two guys I saw were

the way to get to the other guys.

“We tried to get the most criti-
ca}dguys [to the clinic first],” he
sal

Once at the clinic, called the
Teal Medical Facility, the wound-
ed were carried on stretchers
from the ambulances into the clin-
ic and its waiting team.

Others weren't so lucky.

Besides the two Iraqi soldiers
who died at the scene, one was de-
clared dead at the front gate of
Warhorse and the fourth died on
the operating table, according to
Dr. (Maj.) Andy Magnet, brigade
surgeon for the 3rd Brigade Com-
bat Team, which is based at FOB
Warhorse.

In addition to those killed, eight
Iraqi soldiers were evacuated for
treatment to the 31st Combat Sup-
port Hospital at Logistics Support
Area Anaconda about 30 miles to
the west. Eight Iragi soldiers
were treated and returned to
duty. One was scheduled to stay
overnight at the Warhorse clinic.

Inside the clinic, the wounded
were placed on treatment tables
in rows and treated by U.S. med-
ics. Others sat stunned in chairs a
few feet away in the makeshift
waiting room, one resting his ban-
daged head on a blood-stained
hand.

The blast upset what had been
alull in violence for the past sev-
eral weeks for the 42nd Infantry
Division’s Task Force Liberty,
which has been helping the Iraqis
seat new local governments and

begin reconstruction projects in
north-central Iraq.

A late-arriving Iraqi soldier
stormed into the clinic, had a
quick word with a compatriot,
then turned and wailed with
grief, beating his head with his
fist as he stormed back outside
crying. His brother had been one
of those killed.

According to Maj. Adnan Gas-
san, one of the Iragis in charge,
the car bomber drove past him at

PPHOTOS BY CHARLIE COON/Stars and Stripes

Left: A wounded Iragi soldi
from Company C, 203rd Forward Support Battalion,
3rd Brigade Team, 42nd Infantry Divi
bomb exploded Wednesday morning in Baqouba,
Iraq. The car bomb, which detonated at a checkpoint
manned by Iraq army soldiers, killed four of the
soldiers and wounded 17. Above: A wounded Iraqi
soldier is carried on a stretcher by American medics.

r is treated by medics

n, after a car
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his blast. The driver, Gassan said,
was a boy who appeared to be 13
or 14 years old.

Al four of those who died were
married with children, Gassan
said.

“They (Iraqi soldiers) are peo-
ple who just want to help,” Gas-
san said through an interpreter.
“They just want to stabilize the sit-
uation'in [the province of] Diya-
la,” of which Baqouba is the capi-

al,

“This incident will make us
more strong,” he added as a near-
by US. soldier mopped blood
drops off the clinic’s floor. “We
will do our best to avenge our
peaceful soldiers. We will do our
best to follow and capture the ter-
rorists.

“We know they will be defeat-
ed

E-mail Charlie Coon at:
coonc@mail.estripes.osd.

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — A
land mine killed a U.S. soldier in
western Afghanistan, the Ameri-
can military said Wednesday,
even as the top U.S. general in-

sisted that security in the
war-ravaged country was “ex-
ceptionally good.”

News of the explosion came as
Gen. Richard Myers said the
United States is considering put-
ting long-term bases in Afghani-
stan as it repositions its forces
worldwide.

The mine hit a group of U.S.
military police on Tuesday near
an American base in Shindand,

Land mine kills GI in Afghanistan

close to the Iranian border, kill-
ing one soldier and is m]unng four
‘more, the military said in a state-
ment.

One of the wounded suffered a
severe back injury, another was
in stable condition and two were
treated and returned to duty, it
said. None of the soldiers were
identified in the statement.

Myers, the visiting chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said
that Afghanistan remained “a
target” for al-Qaida and that a
hard core of Taliban militants
were likely to fight on.

But he also said the Taliban
were “essentially in disarray”
since failing to disrupt landmark
presidential elections last year.

“Security is very good through-
out the country, exceptionally
good,” Myers told reporters at
Kabul airport after talks with Af-
ghan President Hamid Karzai
and U.S. commanders here.

Myers said he had yet to ad-
vise President Bush on whether
to seek permanent American
bases on Afghan soil.

“But clearly we've developed
good relationships and good part-
nerships in this part of the
world, not only in Afghanistan,”
Myers said at a news confer-
ence, also mentioning existing
US. bases in Uzbekistan and
Kyrgyzstan.

The American military has
about 17,000 troops in Afghani-
stan.
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AP

At a news conference Wednesday,
President Bush said U.S. troops
wouldn’t be withdrawn from Iraq
until the country is ready to
defend itself.

Bush: No timetable to leave Iraq

BY TERENCE HUNT
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush said Wednesday he under-
stands the desire of U.S. coalition
partners to withdraw troops from
Irag, but he declined to set a time-
table for bringing American forc-
es home and said he hoped others
would also stay the course.

“Our troops will come home
when Iraq is capable of defending
herself,” Bush told reporters.

Bush spoke a day after Italian
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi
announced plans to start drawing
down his country’s 3,000-strong
contingent in Iraq amid wide-
spread anger over the recent ki
ing of an Italian officer by U.S.
troops.

Some 14 nations have with-
drawn troops since the U.S.-led
March 2003 invasion of Irag.

In a news conference at the
White House, Bush said he had
spoken by telephone to Berlusco-

ess@essgoggles.com
www.essgoggles.com
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fre Sarery

ni earlier in the day and they
talked about both Iraq and Bush’s
recommendation of Deputy De-
fense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz to
become head of the World Bank.
“He wanted me to know that
there was no change in his policy,
that, in fact, any withdrawals
would be done in consultation
with allies and would be done de-
pending upon the ability of Iragis
to defend themselves,” Bush said.
Bush shrugged off a question
about detainees being sent by the

ESS Products are authorized for use in the US Militar
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United States back to their home
countries, where they could be
tortured.

“The United States must make
sure we protect our people and
our friends from attack. One way
to do so is arrest people and send
them back” to their home coun-
tries, he said. “We seek assuranc-
es that no one will be tortured.”

On another topic, Bush said
Iran must permanently ban urani-
um reprocessing to reassure the
world that its government is not
concealing a nuclear weapons pro-
gram. Otherwise, Bush said, he
and leaders of European nations
that are negotiating directly with
Tehran have agreed to take the
issue to the United Nations.

On Iraq, Bush said he under-
stood the desire of countries to
bring their troops home. “What
you're going to find is that coun-
tries will be willing, anxious” to
leave — but only when Iragi po-
lice and security forces are capa-
ble of taking over the work now
done by coalition forces.

He denied that what the admin-
istration has called the “coalition
of the willing” was crumbling.

Bush also praised Iraq for
Wednesday’s opening session of
the country’s first freely elected
parliament in half a century.

Bush called the meeting “a
bright moment” in Iraq’s history.
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opens amid nearby hombings

BY RAWYA RAGEH
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s first freely elected par-
liament in half a century began its opening ses-
sion Wednesday after a series of explosions
targeted the gathering.

The parliament’s 275 members, elected dur-
ing Jan. 30 balloting, convened in an auditori-
um amid tight security in the heavily guarded
Green Zone, with U.S. helicopter gunships
hovering overhead.

Minutes before the assembly convened, at
least a half-dozen explosions detonated a few
hundred yards away. The U.S. military said
two mortar rounds landed inside the zone but
caused no injuries.

After Wednesday’s session ended, another
mortar shell hit an empty building in central
Baghdad’s Karradah neighborhood, setting
the two-story structure on fire, police and wit-
nesses said. There were no reports of injuries.

The lawmakers opened with a reading of
verses from the Quran.

Iraqi Chief Justice Medhat al Mahmoud
then administered the oath to the assembled
deputies.

“It is a great day in Iraqi history that its
elected representatives meet,” said Fuad Ma-
soum, a Kurdish delegate.

“This day coincides with a painful memory
that has many meanings. .. Today, on this oc-

Iraq’s National Assembly, the country’s first freely elected parliament in half a century, convenes
in Baghdad on Wednesday. The gathering marks a major milestone on the road to forming a new

casion, we celebrate the i of parlia-
ment after the fall of this regime.”

Wednesday marked the anniversary of the
Saddam Hussein-ordered chemical attack in
1988 on the northern Kurdish town of Halab-
Jja, an attack that killed 5,000 people.

Traqi leaders have not yet agreed on a coali-
tion government, and the leader of the Shi-
ite-dominated United Iragi Alliance, cleric
Abdel Aziz al-Hakim, said his alliance hoped
to “form a government whose motto is to
serve the Iraqi people, a government of nation-
al unity and reconciliation.”

“A government that can root out violence

in the i rgent- ked country.

and set a trial for Saddam and the elements of
his regime,” Hakim said in a speech that wove
in and out of prayer. He said a government led
by the alliance would also try “to achieve the
independence of Iraq and put an end to the
role of multinational forces in Iraq.”

Jalal Talabani, the Kurdish leader who will
probably become Iraqg’s next president, said
deputies “all have a duty to achieve real na-
tional unity.”

“Iraq is facing tough times due to the contis
uation of criminal terror crimes,” he said.

“Al-Qaida is wagmg awar of extermination on
Kurds and Shiites.”

On Tuesday, Shiite Muslim officials said
they failed to reach final agreement in talks
with the Kurds — who are mostly Sunni Mus-
lim but secular — and the Sunni Arabs.

Ali al-Dabagh, a member of the Shiite cler-
gy-dominated United Iraqi Alliance, which
won the most seats in the elections, said Tues-
day that Shiite, Kurdish and Sunni Arab politi-
cians would meet after the deputies are sworn
in “to finalize things. We need two to three
days to announce an agreement.”

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Tuesday at least 1,516
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Irag war in March
2003, according to an Associ-
ated Press count.

At least 1,156 died as a re-
sult of hostile action, accord-
ing to the Defense Depart-
ment. The figures include
four military civilians.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,378 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 1,047 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

A semcemember was
killed while on patrol early
Tuesday when an explosive
detonated.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

B Marine Lance Cpl. Joshua
L. Torrence, 20, Lexington,
S.C; killed Monday in Iraq’s
Anbar province; assigned to
2nd Assault Amphibian Battal-
ion, 2nd Marine Division, II
Marine Expeditionary Force,
Camp Lejeune, N.C.

House approves $81.4B
war-spending package

Eﬂ University of Maryland University College Furape

BY LIZ SIDOTI
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The House
of Representatives on Wednes-
day approved an $81.4 billion
package for combat and recon-
struction in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, which would push the total
cost of the wars beyond $300 bil-
lion.

By a 388-43 vote, the House
gave President Bush most of the
money he had requested, with
strong support from both Repub-
licans and Democrats. The Sen-
ate will consider its version in
April.

The legislation is the fifth
emergency spending plan Bush
has sent to Congress for wars
since the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks.

In a setback for the White
House, the House trimmed presi-
dent’s request for Afghan recon-
struction projects and State De-
partment programs and prohibit-
ed any money in the bill from
being used to build a sprawling
U.S. embassy in Baghdad, de-
spite intense lobbying by Secre-
tary of State Condoleezza Rice.

The moves sent a signal to the
president that while lawmakers
would give troops what they
needed, emergency spending
packages for the war should
only be used to pay for urgent
matters.

“The reason for this supple-
mental is to provide as quickly
as possible money flows in sup-
port of our troops,” Rep. Jerry
Lewis, the chairman of the Ap-
propriations Committee, said in
urging passage.

The White House said in a
statement that while it supports
the bill as a whole, the president
is concerned that the legislation
does not adequately pay for mat-
ters deemed urgent by the ad-
ministration, including the State
Department programs.

U.S. diplomatic officials in
Iraq currently are working out
of one of Saddam Hussein’s
former palaces and the White
House says a fortified U.S. em-
bassy in Iraq is needed immedi-
ately.

“Postponing construction will
delay moving our people into
more safe, secure and functional
facilities,” the White House said.
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Bush taps Wolfowitz as World Bank head

BY JEANNINE AVERSA

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush on
Wednesday tapped Defense Deputy Secre-
tary Paul Wolfowitz, who has been a light-
ning rod for criticism of the U.S. invasion
of Iraq and other defense policies, to take
over as head of the World Bank.

Bush told a news conference that Wol-
fowitz, now Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld’s top deputy, was “a compassion-
ate, decent man who will do a fine job at
the World Bank. That’s why I put him up.”

The administration began notifying
other countries that Wolfowitz was the U.S.

www.creditadvisors.org

e

candidate to replace World Bank Presi-
dent James Wolfensohn, who is stepping
down as head of the 184-nation develop-
ment bank on June 1 at the end of his sec-
ond five-year term.

The United States is the World Bank’s
largest shareholder. The bank traditionally
has had an American president and its sis-
ter institution, the International Monetary
Fund, traditionally has been headed by a
European.

Bush noted that he had called Premier
Silvio Berlusconi to talk about Irag and
other i; issues earller in the day and said that

Wolfowitz, 61, was
among the most force-
ful of those in the
Bush administration
in arguing that Iraq’s
Saddam Hussein had
weapons of mass de-
struction, and he had
predicted that Ameri-
cans would be wel-
comed as liberators
once they toppled Sad-
dam’s government.

A conservative scholar and veteran of
six administrations, Wolfowitz earned a

for being a foreign policy hawk

Wolfowitz

he had di , “my nomi-
nee,” with the Italian leader.

This is your ticket to financial freedom...

— representing the view that the United

States should use its superpower status to
push for reforms in other nations.

He came under fire on Capitol Hill for
underestimating the number of U.S. troops
needed in Iraq and for understating the
number of U.S. troops killed in Iraq during
testimony to a House panel. He also was
criticized for predicting before the inva-
sion that Iraqi oil would generate $50 bil-
Tion to $100 billion over two to three years,
limiting the war costs to U.S. taxpayers.
Traq generated just $17 billion in oil reve-
nues in the first 19 months after the inva-
sion.

The World Bank’s 24-member board
will vote on Bush’s selection of Wolfowitz
to head the development bank. Approval is
expected.

Judge affirms death

penalty for Peterson
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BY BRIAN SKOLOFF
The Associated Press

REDWOOD CITY, Calif. — A
judge formally sentenced Scott
Peterson to death Wednesday
after family members got into a
shouting match and Laci Peter-
son’s mother sobbed as she called
her son-in-law “an evil murder-
er”

Judge Alfred A. Delucchi al-
lowed only Laci’s family mem-
bers to speak at the hearing after
indicating he believed the death
penalty was warranted.

Peterson’s father yelled from
the audience as Laci’s brother,
Brent Rocha, spoke to the court,
saying, “Laci and Conner are the
true victims here.”

“What a liar!” Lee Peterson
said before the judge admonished
him and he stormed out of the
courtroom. Jackie Peterson, Scott
Peterson’s mother, also interrupt-
ed Rocha but her voice was inau-
dible.

Scott Peterson, 32, was invited
to make a statement. After sever-
al minutes of discussion with his
attorneys, he declined.

Delucchi denied a defense re-
quest for a new trial before up-
holding the jury’s recommenda-
tion that Peterson be sentenced to
death.

“The court is satisfied beyond a
reasonable doubt that the defen-
dant, Scott Lee Peterson, is guilty
of first-degree murder” and sec-
ond degree, Delucchi said, add-
ing that he found the killings

“were cruel, uncaring, heartless
and callous.”

Peterson, shackled at the waist
and wearing a dark suit, showed
no emotion throughout the hear-
ing.

Peterson will be sent to death
row at San Quentin State Prison
within 48 hours, said San Mateo
County SherifPs Lt. Lisa Will-
iams.

The infamous lockup overlooks
the same bay where Laci Peter-
son’s body was discarded.

Laci’s mother, Sharon Rocha,
sobbed and trembled from a podi-
um as she lashed out at her
former son-in-law. Scott Peterson
stared back at her without emo-
tion.

“You decided to throw Laci and
Conner away, dispose of them
like they were just a piece of gar-
bage,” she said. “You were
wrong, dead wrong.”

Dabbing at her eyes with tis-
sues, she called him “an evil mur-
derer.”

“The fact that you no longer
wanted Laci did not give you the
right to murder her,” Sharon
Rocha said. “She was my daugh-
ter. ... I trusted you, and you be-
trayed me. ... You betrayed every-
body.”

Peterson was convicted in No-
vember of first-degree murder in
the killing of Laci and second-de-
gree murder for the slaying of her
fetus. A jury recommended the
death penalty a month later.

The judge ordered Scott Peter-
son to pay $10,000 restitution for
funeral expenses and an addition-
al $5,000, though the reason for
that amount was unexplained.

removed.

Terror alert plan for states

WASHINGTON — The agency charged with protecting home-
land security developed an elaborate, confidential report to alert
states to a host of terror-strike scenaric
advertently posted on several states’ public Web sites before being

The department has been working for a year on a National Plan-
ning Scenarios plan that outlines a number of plausible attacks.

The report will be made public in upcoming months, Homeland
Security spokesman Brian Roehrkasse said Tuesday.

i0s, but the document was in-

From The Associated Press
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Investigator testifies in Michael Jackson case

SANTA MARIA, Calif. — The lead investigator in the Michael
Jackson child molestation case said he urged the accuser and his
family to go forward with his claims against the singer by promising
them, “We're going to try our best to make this case work.”

Defense attorney Robert Sanger confronted Sgt. Steve Robel on
Tuesday with those and other statements from recorded interviews,

ing they indicated investi were biased against Jack-
son from the beginning.

Robel’s testimony came after the singer’s accuser wrapped up his
testimony by saying he told a school administrator that Jackson had
not molested him because he wanted to avoid teasing from class-
mates.

Former WorldCom employees: Conviction fitting

NEW YORK — Some former employees and investors who lost
jobs and billions of dollars in the collapse of WorldCom said the con-
viction of former CEO Bernard Ebbers was a fitting final act to the
epic accounting scandal.

Ebbers was found guilty Tuesday of fraud, conspiracy and false
regulatory filings after a six-week federal trial in Manhattan. He
could spend the rest of his life in prison.

“This just proves that when you don’t use ethics, when you take
your power and misuse it, that there is a price to pay,” said Kate
Lee, who formed a group of former WorldCom employees and suc-
cessfully fought for severance.

Judge Barbara Jones set sentencing for June 13.

The nine criminal counts against Ebbers, 63, carry up to 85 years
in prison.

Deliberations in beauty queen murder trial continue

SAVANNAH, Ga. — Jurors deliberated for a second day Wednes-
day in the murder trial of beauty queen Sharron Nicole Redmond,
who shot her boyfriend outside the home of another woman he was
dating.

Redmond, 23, faces an automatic life sentence if convicted of mur-
dering Kevin Shorter on Dec. 16, 2003, four months after she was
?mwned Miss Savannah. Redmond says she shot him in self-de-

ense.

The jury of nine women and three men deliberated nearly five
hours Tuesday before breaking for the night without a verdict.

Redmond shot Shorter, 25, after a confrontation outside the home
of his second girlfriend, Rachel Hall. He had dated both women for
about three years.

From The Associated Press

Calif. justice warns lack of
court security breeds fear

BY DON THOMPSON
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Not-
ing recent violence against judg-
es, the chief justice of California’s
Supreme Court urged lawmakers
to boost security at courthouses,
saying “the integrity and efficacy
of the entire judicial process is in
jeopardy.”

Two-thirds of the state’s 451
courthouses lack adequate securi-
ty, Ronald M. George told state
legislators Tuesday, only days
after a Georgia judge, court re-
porter and sheriff's deputy were
slain in a rampage.

Courthouses often have multi-
ple entrances, inadequate scree:
ing, and no way to separate ju-
rors, witnesses or suspects, he
said. In some, jailed suspects
must be moved through public
hallways or through corridors
past judges’ chambers to get into
the courtroom.

The Atlanta shootings, and the
recent slayings in Chicago of a
federal judge’s husband and
mother, are shocking in part be-
cause “it highlights the physical
vulnerability of our courts and

As a non-drinker, you have a legitimate and respected role at a
gathering where alcohol is served. A designated driver is a valued

member of the group. In fact, if you would rather not drink, helping

out as a designated driver legitimizes your choice.

Having a designated driver is the mast effective prevention because it removes all risks related to drinking
and driving. Many people mistakenly believe that only a person who shows stereotypical signs of
drunkenness, such as stumbling or slurred speech, is too drunk to drive. However, for many people,
impairment can occur after one or two drinks. The designated driver approach fs valuable because it does
not require the driver or passenger to determine when one Is too imparied to drive. Simply stated, the

designated driver does not drink.

The d

driver program is

by all Army in Europe instaliations. Most on post clubs provide
free sodas and coffee for the designated driver. Your designated driver gets you to all the cool places and

makes sure that you don't end up in a cool place called a mortuary.

California State Supreme Court
Chief Justice Ronald M. George

shatters the public’s expectation
that black-robed judges occupy-
ing a high bench can dispense ju
tice unthreatened by the dangers
of everyday life,” George suggest-
ed.

George recalled visiting a
judge who had stacked law books
in front of his bench as a barrier

IMA EUROPE REGION

against flying bullets after his
rural courthouse was the scene of
an attempted hostage-taking.

“We need to make sure that
courthouses are safe so that the
law books can remain on the
shelves where they belong — and
not substitute for a bulletproof
shield,” he said in his annual ad-
dress to the Legislature.

Just on Monday, a reputed
gang member in a San Fernando
courtroom allegedly slashed his
attorney with a concealed razor
blade during his murder trial,
George said.

“Such an environment of inse-
curity and intimidation is una
ceptable,” George said. “Court-
houses must be a safe harbor to
which members of the public
come to resolve disputes that
often are volatile. Once courthous-
es themselves are perceived as
dangerous, the integrity and effi-
cacy of the entire judicial process
is in jeopardy.”

Courthouse security is not the
only problem, he said. Some do
not meet earthquake standards,
are contaminated by toxic mold,
or are housed in trailers. And
three-quarters do not comply
with the Americans With Disabili-
ties Act.

US ARMY, EUROPE
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Charities stop seeking
tsunami-aid donations

Groups want to ensure money is used ‘effectively’

BY DAVID PACE
The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — Despite re-
construction costs estimated at up
to $12 billion, several major chari-
ties and relief groups have
stopped soliciting donations for
survivors of December’s Indian
Ocean tsunami. At least one has
begun returning money to donors.

Sensitized by recent charity
scandals, agencies say they’re
being careful not to accept more
money than they can legitimately
spend to help tsunami victims.

The American Red Cross and
British-based Oxfam stopped rais-
ing tsunami relief funds over a

month ago, when pledges hit spend-
ing targets. Britain’s Disasters
Emergency Committee stopped
last month, for the same reason.

Catholic Relief Services also
has ceased active solicitation,
with $114 million in hand for $80
million in currently programmed
tsunami relief work. Doctors
Without Borders has returned
more than $500,000 in donations
it couldn’t use.

“We didn’t want the restricted
funds to outpace our capacity to
use them effectively in the field,”
said Nicolas de Torrente, execu-
tive director of Doctors Without
Borders. “We want to be responsi-
ble toward our donors and re-
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spect their wishes, that if they
give for the tsunami, it will be
used for that.”

Since the Dec. 26 tsunami
killed more than 170,000 people
in 11 Asian countries, govern-
ments have pledged more than $6
billion in relief and reconstruc-
tion funds. The United States ini-
tially pledged $350 million, includ-
ing $226 million the U.S. military
spent in emergency relief. Presi-
dent Bush has asked Congress to
increase the overall U.S. aid pack-
age to 8950 million.

Americans have donated anoth-
er $1 billion to relief agencies,
and British citizens have contrib-
uted $575 million.

Jan Egeland, emergency relief
coordinator for the United Na-
tions, said most of the nearly $1
billion the world body initially
sought for emergency relief has
been received and spent on food,
shelter and medical help for tsu-
nami survivors.

Governments and development
groups now are focused on the es-
timated $12 billion in reconstruc-
tion costs. Officials expect inci-
dents of theft and fraud to in-
crease as reconstruction gets
under way.

“There is a limit to how much
you can misuse a blanket, really,
or how much you can misuse a bot-
tle of purified water, or food ra-
tion,” Egeland said. “It's more
complicated if you are to rebuild
highways, airports, schools and so
on, and our development col-
leagues are acutely aware of that.”

Egeland said an agreement is
near completion for the account-
ing firm PricewaterhouseCoo-
pers to help track and verify the
United Nations’ relief donations
and spending and to investigate al-
legations of wrongdoing.

Nonnie Hawkins
holds her grandson,
Emmanuel Hawkins,
at their home in
Atlanta on Monday.
Emmanuel, who
turned 1 on
Wednesday, was
given little chance
to live while in the
womb of his mother,
Tara, who delivered
him while in a coma.

AP

Baby born while mom
in coma reaches age 1

BY ERRIN HAINES
The Associated Press

DECATUR, Ga. — Emmanuel
Hawkins celebrated a birthday
‘Wednesday that he was never sup-
posed to live to see.

For 16 weeks after his mother
lapsed into a coma brought on by
an assault, Emmanuel continued
to grow inside her womb. Doctors
tried to persuade his grandmoth-
er, Nonnie Hawkins, to end the
pregnancy. They warned her that
even if Emmanuel was born, he
could be severely deformed — or
stillborn.

“I told them, ‘T rebuke you.’ I
have the final say,” Hawkins said.
“I'm believing my child is gomg
to wake up and have this baby.”

But after 114 days, Tara Hawk-
ins-Bottoms never woke up. The
18-year-old did, however, stay
alive long enough to give birth on
March 16, 2004, to a 2-pound,
10-ounce boy.

“God delivered him,” Hawkins
id.

g

Her daughter was taken off life
support two days later.

Born three months premature
— very weak and barely breath-

ing — Emmanuel was not expect-
ed to survive 24 hours. He was
hospitalized for 10 weeks with
medical problems that included a
bacterial infection and low blood
pressure, and had to have heart
and eye surgery.

“He was as close to death’s
door as you can get without enter-
ing,” said his doctor, neo-natolo-
gist Bridget Cobb.

“To come from those circum-
stances is just miraculous to me.
It was a reminder to me that I am
not in charge.”

Emmanuel’s struggles from his
first months of life are fading into
amemory as he slips into the rou-
tine of a normal toddler.

He is trying to take his first
steps. He likes peek-a-boo, apple
juice and classical music. Hawk-
ins says he is now “completely
healthy.”

She says the boy is her saving
grace after the death of her daugh-
ter, who was attacked in Novem-
ber 2003 by a neighborhood ac-
quaintance.

“This whole thing has been a
nightmare,” she said. “I would
lose my mind if I didn’t have Em-
manuel.”
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Cronkite’s
wife dies

NEW YORK — Mary Eliza-
beth “Betsy” Cronkite, the
wife of former CBS News an-
chorman Walter Cronkite, has
died, the newsman’s assistant
said Wednesday. She was 89.

She died of complications of
cancer Tuesday night at the
couple’s Manhattan apart-
ment, said the assistant, Julie
Sukman.

Walter Cronkite met his fu-
ture wife, born Mary Elizabeth
Maxwell, while they were both
working at radio station
KCMO in Kansas City, Mo.
They married in 1940, and
shortly afterward she became
women'’s editor of the Kansas
City Journal-Post.

While her husband was over-
seas reporting for United
Press during much of World
War II, she worked for Hall-
mark, publishing a company
newspaper that also was dis-
tributed to members of the
armed forces, Sukman said.

In his 1996 biography, “A Re-
porter’s Life,” Cronkite wrote:
“I attribute the longevity of
our marriage to Betsy’s ex-
traordinary keen sense of
humor, which saw us over
many bumps (mostly of my
making), and her tolerance,
even support, for the uncertain
schedule and wanderings of a
newsman.

In addition to her husband,
she is survived by two daugh-
ters, Nancy and Kathy, a son,
Walter III, and four grand-
sons.

Harvard president’s
resignation sought

Arts faculty passes ‘lack of confidence’ motion

BY JUSTIN POPE
The Associated Press

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — Harvard President
Lawrence Summers was hoping for a sign
that the worst was behind him, that critics
were prepared to accept his apologies and
move on.

Instead, Summers got a reminder Tuesday
of just how angry some Harvard faculty mem-
bers are over his management style and re-
cent controversial comments about women in
science.

In a surprising — if only symbolic — 218-185
vote, Harvard’s Faculty of Arts and Sciences ap-
proved a motion expressing a “lack of confi-
dence” in Summers’ leadership.

In Harvard’s nearly 400-year history,
which includes bitter disputes between pre:
dents and faculty over everything from rel
gion to investment in apartheid-era South Afri-
ca, such a vote was unprecedented.

“This was a resounding statement the facul-
ty lacks confidence in President Lawrence
Summers and he should resign,” said J. Lo-
rand Matory, a professor of anthropology and
African and African-American Studies who
submitted the motion.

“There is no noble alternative to resignation.”

Summers has given no indication he would
consider stepping down. He officially answers
only to the Harvard Corporation, the universi-
ty’s governing body, which has expressed sup-
port for him.

Furthermore, the arts and sciences faculty
is just one of 10 that comprise Harvard.

Still, the vote Tuesday came as a surprise —
even Matory said he expected no more than
30 percent support — and complicates Sum-
mers’ efforts to regain momentum for an agen-
da of remaking the university.

That agenda appears to have been largely
sidetracked as Summers has spent much of
the last two months dealing with fallout from
the controversy, which ignited with com-
ments he made at an academic conference on
women in science.

“That’s a 50-50 question,” said emeritus pro-
fessor Ihor Sevcenko, when asked if Summers
could continue to lead Harvard effectively.
“Much depends on the way he behaves.”

At the January conference, Summers ar-
gued that intrinsic differences in ability are a
Key reason why fewer women are in the appli-
cant pool for jobs at the highest levels of sci-
ence.

He has apologized repeatedly, though a
number of supporters have argued he was
raising a legitimate academic question.

Many faculty had expected that only a mild-
er resolution — expressing “regret” over both
Summers’ comments and “aspects of the Pres-
ident's managerial approach” but noting his
commitment to addressing the issues —
would pass. But both measures were ap-
proved, the latter by a 253-137 vote.

“I thought the conservative forces would be
much stronger than they turned out to be,”
Sevcenko said.

Summers spoke briefly to reporters after-

Harvard University President Lawrence
Summers steps into a car after Tuesday’s
faculty meeting at Harvard, in Cambridge,
Mass. Harvard’s Faculty of Arts and Sciences
passed a no-confidence vote against Summers
on Tuesday in the wake of his comments
about women's aptitude for science and math.

ward, struggling to make himself heard over
the voices of protesters.

“As I said to the faculty, I have tried these
last couple months to listen to all that has
been said, to learn from it, and to move for-
ward, and that’s what I am going to do,” Sum-
mers said.

The criticism over Summers’ comments
quickly expanded into a broader attacks on
the president’s management style and his vi-
sion for the university, including major
projects to expand Harvard’s campus across
the Charles River in Boston.

Daniel Pearl Award

LOS ANGELES — Jesus Blan-
cornelas, editor of Zeta, a leading
Mexican investigative newspa-
per, will be the fourth recipient of
the Daniel Pearl Award for Cour-
age and Integrity in Journalism.

69, co-fi d

producing child pornography out-
side the United States, U.S. attor-
ney’s office spokesman Thom
Mrozek said.

Inmate executed in Mo.
POTObI Mo — A man convict-

the Tijuana-based weekly a quar-
ter-century ago and has written in-
vestigative stories on drug traf-
ficking, migrant smuggling and
government corruption.

The Pearl Award will be pre-
sented to Blancornelas by Judea
and Ruth Pearl, parents of the
late Wall Street Journal reporter
Daniel Pearl, who was killed after
being abducted by Islamic mili-
tants in Pakistan.

Man admits sex crimes

LOS ANGELES —
61-year-old man has pleaded
guilty to having sex with under-
age boys in the Philippines and
producing child pornography and
is expected to be sentenced to 17
years in prison, authorities said.

Edilberto Datan, a retired state
real estate auditor from San
Diego, acknowledged that he had
sex with eight boys, ages 14 and
15, US. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement said in a state-
‘ment Tuesday.

Datan entered his plea March 1
in federal court to one count of en-
gaging in illicit sexual conduct in
foreign places and one count of

ed of a woman and
throwing her to her death off a
bridge was executed early
Wednesday.

Stanley Hall, 37, died by injec-
tion at 12:06 a.m. at the Potosi Cor-
rectional Center. He was convict-
ed in the 1994 abduction and mur-
der of Barbara Jo Wood of St.
Louis County.

“I would like them [the Wood
family] to know I am sorry, sin-
cerely sorry,” Hall said in a final .
written statement.

Video news releases

WASHINGTON — The White
House on Monday defended the
administration’s use of video
news releases that are sent to tele-
vision stations across the country f
and frequently used without any .
acknowledgment of the govern-
ment’s role in their production.

In an opinion last week, the Jus-
tice Department concluded that
the practice was appropriate as
long as the videos presented factu-
al information about government
programs. The memo was sent to
heads of federal departments and
agencies.

From The Associated Press
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Russian plane crash kills at least 29

BY VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
The Associated Press

MOSCOW — A 1970s-era Rus-
sian turboprop airliner carrying
53 people crashed and caught fire
Wednesday while trying to land
near an oil port along the Arctic
coast, and at least 29 people were
killed, officials said. Some survi-
vors used a satellite phone to call
authorities from the wreckage.

A Russian emergency official
said on condition of anonymity
that the plane’s tail was falling

apart before the crash. An investi-
gation into the crash is under
way.

There were 46 passengers and
seven crew members aboard the
Regional Airlines An-24 plane
that crashed near Varandei in the
N

a small, private carrier.

Twenty-nine people were
killed, said Sergei Vlasov, spokes-
man for the Emergency Situa-
tions Ministry. Of the 24 survi-
vors, 10 were in grave condition,
Vlasov said.

Most of the passengers worked
for the Lukoil oil company.

Yuri Kovalyov, spokesman for
the local branch of the Emergen-
cy Situations Ministry, said survi-
vors contacted authorities on a
satellite phone and rescuers
quickly reached the site.

The plane was approaching the
airport when it suddenly banked
and slammed into the ground
near Varandei, about 1,110 miles
northeast of Moscow.

The plane departed from the
city of Ufa in the southern Ural

Mountains region and made stop-
overs in the cities of Perm and
Usinsk before continuing on to
Varandei.

The An-24 is a Soviet-designed
turboprop airliner built in the
1960s for short and medi-
um-length trips. Hundreds are
still in service with airlines in
Russia and other former Soviet re-
publics, and analysts have
warned that small airlines have
had trouble properly maintaining
the aging aircraft.

The Transport Ministry said in

a statement that the plane that
crashed was built in 1972 and had
been repaired 10 times, the latest
in 2002. The plane’s chief pilot,
Viktor Popov, who apparently
died in the crash, had logged up
14 000 flight hour.s it said.

“It was a very experienced
crew,” the chief of the Transport
Ministry’s aviation department,
Alexander Neradko, said in tele-
vised comments.

Most of the passengers worked
for Russia’s Lukoil, company
spokesman Mikhail Mikhailov
said.

Rice visits India, Pakistan

BY ANNE GEARAN
The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — The United
States and India papered over differences
on U.S. arms sales to Pakistan and an Indi-
an natural gas pipeline deal with Iran on
Wednesday, ahead of a possible visit to
India by President Bush later this year.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice dis-
cussed future sales of sophisticated F-16
fighter planes to both India and rival Paki-
stan with her Indian counterpart before
flying to Pakistan, but said no announce-
ment is imminent.

India wants to buy the U.S. weaponry
while denying it to Pakistan. The neigh-
boring rivals have fought three wars since
their 1947 independence from Britain.

Meanwhile, the United States wants
India to scotch a potential deal to build an
oil pipeline from Iran to serve the expand-
ing economy in India, the world’s largest

democracy.
“We did express ... concerns about sever-
al matters on the defense issue,” Indian

Foreign Minister Natwar Singh said at a
Jjoint press conference with Rice.

“There are one or two items on which
we don’t agree, but our relations have now
reached a maturity where we can discuss
these things freely and frankly.”

Rice said U.S. objections to the proposed
$4 billion pipeline are well-known. The
United States has no diplomatic relations
with Iran and wants to keep international
pressure on the Tehran regime to give up
nuclear ambitions and institute democrat-
ic reforms.

Singh, however, indicated little willing-
ness to back off pipeline discussions.

“We have no problems of any kind with
Iran,” Singh said. India has had disagree-
ments with Iran over the price of fuel the
line would carry.

U.S. EMBASSY/AP

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice receives
flowers from Pakistani children upon her
arrival Wednesday in Islamabad, Pakistan.

North Korea won’t
deal with Rice

The Associated Press

SEOUL — North Korea bitterly re-
fused Wednesday any dealings with
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice,
as the top US. diplomat began a
six-day visit to Asia seeking a break-
through in the two-year standoff over

e North’s nuclear weapons program.

North Korea was angered in January
‘when Rice labeled it one of the world’s
“outposts of tyranny.” She has refused
to withdraw the remark and said it re-
flects the truth about the communist
country.

“Itis quite illogical for the U.S. to in-
tend to negotiate with [North Korea]
without retracting its remarks listing
its dialogue partner as ‘an outpost of
tyranny,’” a North Korean Foreign
Ministry spokesman said Wednesday.
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Israel hands over Jericho to Palestinians

JERICHO, West Bank — Israeli troops handed this West Bank town
to Palestinian security control on Wednesday, dismantling a check-
point and easing travel restrictions in what was seen as a message to
ordinary Palestinians that an informal truce is starting to pay off.

Jericho was the first of five West Bank towns to be handed over.

Israel’s redeployment Wednesday gave a boost to Palestinian leader
Mahmoud Abbas as he tried to formalize a cease-fire deal with Pales-
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BRUSSELS, Belgium — European Union foreign ministers on
Wednesday delayed membership talks with Croatia because the
Zagreb government has not sent a fugitive former general to the U.N.
war crimes tribunal in The Hague.

“The opening of accession negotiations is postponed” until Croatia is
“cooperating fully” with the tribunal where Gen. Ante Gotovina faces a
war crimes trial, said Luxembourg Foreign Minister Jean Asselborn,
who chaired the EU meeting.

The membership talks were to have opened Thursday.

The foreign ministers set no new date. Asselborn stressed “the EU’s
door is open for Croatia” and said entry talks can open on short notice
if Croatia works “harder than has been the case so far” to cooperate
with the war crimes tribunal to bring Gotovina to justice.

Syrian agents withdraw from Beirut

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Syrian military intelligence agents abandoned
their Beirut office Wednesday, endmg their 18-year presence in the
Lebanese capital by driving away in buses and cars.

was in line with i i demands — including
the Umted States and the United Nations — and the Lebanese opposi-

Intelhgence agents and officers left in two buses and several sedans
shortly before noon. A checkpoint outside the head office was removed
and the sentry post at the entrance of the compound, which included of-
fices and homes for Syrian officers, was demolished shortly before
they left.

From The Associated Press
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Avisitor stands in front of a picture of death camp Auschwitz-Birkenau.

Israel dedicates new
Holocaust museum

The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — German For-
eign Minister Joschka Fischer
said Wednesday that Jerusalem’s
new Holocaust memorial is a
place of deep shame for all Ger-
mans, because his country will
main forever linked to the Nazi
genocide of six million Jews.

Fischer and some 40 other
world leaders attended a second
day of ceremonies and education-
al conferences to mark the open-
ing of the $56 million museum,
which tells the story of the Holo-
caust from the victims’ viewpoint
through personal testimonies and
artifacts.

Speakers, including those from
Israel, said there was a rise of
anti-Semitism in Europe, and
promised to battle racism.

Polish President Aleksander
Kwasniewski said he would try to
preserve the memory of the Pol-
ish Jewish community that was
nearly obliterated by the Nazis,
and French Prime Minister
Jean-Pierre Raffarin said his gov-
ernment would stand strong
against anti-Semitism.

New York Mayor Michael

Bloomberg urged all “as citizens
of the world, to never forget.”

Fischer, a frequent visitor to Is-
rael, said that the Holocaust muse-

m “is a place of deep shame for
any German because the name of
my country, Germany, is and will
forever be inseparably linked to
the Shoah, the ultimate crime
against humani

“The Shoah ... will forever re-
main an indelible part of German
history,” he said, using the He-
brew name for the Holocaust.

To give a human dimension to
Holocaust statistics, some 90 per-
sonal stories are woven into the
museum’s displays, which also
feature some 280 works of art.

Underground galleries on ei-
ther side of a 600-foot central
walkway guide visitors through
the history of Adolf Hitler’s Final
Solution: prewar life, anti-Semitic
laws, roundups, deportations,
mass executions, death camps.

“For the benefit of the past, but
also for a future that has to be
free of xenophobia [and] racism,
we, the Polish people, believe it's
very important not to lose the
memory of our Jewish brothers
and sisters,” Kwasniewski said.

GRENOBLE, France — The
billionaire boss of the Samsung
conglomerate, Lee Kun-hee, is
treating himself to the dream
ski vacation, renting three runs
all to himself at the French Al-
pine resort of Courchevel, re-
sort management said Wednes-
day.

onaire’s vacation

Lee has rented the runs for
three weeks, starting Thursday,
said Claude Faure, director of
the Three Valleys firm that man-
ages the ski area. Netting will
separate Lee’s area from other
parts of the resort.

EU divorce rules

BRUSSELS, Belgium — The
European Commission said
Monday it plans to draw up new
laws clarifying divorce rules for
mixed-nationality couples with-
in the 25-nation bloc.

The commission did not pro-
vide figures on the scale of the
problem, but said that in Germa-
ny alone about 30,000 couples
with partners of differing nation-
ality divorce every year.

Book called prejudicial

VATICAN CITY — If you're
not among the millions who
have already read “The Da
Vinci Code,” an Italian cardinal
has a plea for you: Don’t read it
and don’t buy it.

Genoa Cardinal Tarcisio Ber-
tone told Vatican Radio on Tues-
day the runaway success of au-
thor Dan Brown’s novel is proof
of “anti-Catholic” prejudice.

Bertone has been mentioned
as a possible successor to Pope
John Paul II.

Public hanging in Iran

PAKDASHT, Iran — A young
man convicted of raping and
murdering 16 boys was lashed
100 times, and then hanged
Wednesday in front of a large,
angry crowd who pelted him
with stones and scuffled with po-
lice.

Mohammed Bijeh, 23, con-
fessed in court to raping and
murdering the children. Approx-
imately 5,000 specators — in-
cluding women and children —
gathered to watch the flogging
and hanging.

From The Associated Press

ElBaradei: Terrorists must
not ohtain nuclear weapons

The Associated Press

LONDON — World leaders
must do more to stop terrorists
from obtaining nuclear or radioac-
tive material they could use in a
devastating attack, the head of
the UN.s nuclear watchdog
warned Wednesday.

There is a small chance that in-
ternational terrorists could steal
and launch a nuclear weapon,
causing horrific casualties, said
Mohamed ElBaradei, the head of
the International Atomic Energy
Agency, opening a three-day con-
ference on nuclear security.

Less devastating but more like-
ly, terrorists could obtain radioac-
tive material and pack it into a
“dirty bomb” with conventional
explosives, ElBaradei said. Ter-
rorists intent on causing panic
and mass casualties also could
sabotage a nuclear plant or trans-
port, he said.

ElBaradei said there had been
more than 650 confirmed inci-

dents of trafficking of nuclear or
other radioactive material in re-
cent years, demonstrating that se-
curity of such materials must be
improved.

Nations also must work harder
to track radioactive material and
fund international efforts to boost
security at nuclear facilities and
of systems for detecting nuclear
‘materials that are being transport-
ed.

Former U.S. Senator Sam
Nunn, now co-chairman of the Nu-
clear Threat Initiative group, said
the world was not doing enough
to prevent a catastrophic nuclear
or radioactive attack.

“The threats are outrunning
our response,” he said.

Nunn said the greatest dangers
were that terrorists could steal
highly enriched uranium and
build a nuclear bomb, or take ra-
dioactive material to build a
“dirty bomb.”

He also said there was a danger
of many new nations obtaining nu-

clear weapons, heightening ten-
sions and increasing the risk of a
nuclear accident or theft by ter-
rorists.

Linton Brooks, the administra-
tor of the U.S. National Nuclear
Security Administration, said
that America was working hard
and cooperating with allies to se-
cure dangerous materials at
home and overseas.

Nuclear weapons, he said, tend-
ed in most countries to be better
guarded than civilian facilities.
“It’s not easy, but it’s as not as
hard as it should be” for terrorists
to get hold of material they could
use to make a crude nuclear
bomb, Brooks said.

Radioactive material that could
be packed into a “dirty bomb” is
far harder to protect because it’s
scattered in many types of facili-
ties. “There are So many isotopes
in so many places,” he said.

Dangerous radioactive materi-
al has many civilian uses, includ-
ing medical diagnosis and treat-
ment equipment.
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Euro continues to make some suspicious

Europeans aware of currency’s travel benefits, but believe prices are hiked

BY ROBERT WIELAARD

The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — Since entering
circulation in 2002, the euro has simplified
travel and shopping across borders, but
many Europeans blame it for higher prices
— even though there is no proof of that, EU
Monetary Affairs Commissioner Joaquin
Almunia said Monday.

“While the [inflationary] impact was, at
worst, marginal, this is not how consumers
in some countries see it,” he said at a con-

ference on the effect the euro has had on
consumers in the 12 EU nations using the

currency.

Almunia said Europeans expected three
key benefits from the euro: stable prices,
no more converting of national currencies
and the ability to compare prices at home
with those elsewhere in the EU.

“So far, there is no evidence of any slgmf—
icant effect of the introduction of the euro”
on narrowing price gaps between EU
states for the same goods, he said. “This is
something that we will only really see the
benefits of over the medium term.”

Almunia said Europeans are “very
aware” of the benefits of the euro when
traveling. More than 54 percent of
euro-zone citizens traveling outside the
area take euros as their main currency,
while 15 percent take dollars, he said.

Since banks now charge the same fees
for foreign and domestic payments, con-
sumers have gained “considerably from
the introduction of the euro in terms of sim-
pler, cheaper foreign transactions not only
when they travel within the euro area,” he
said.

While statistical data shows the Europe-
an Central Bank has been successful in cre-
ating price stability within a euro-zone na-
tion, Almunia acknowledged that many Eu-
ropeans disagree.

“Public opinion in certain countries still
holds the view that prices rose with the ad-
vent of the euro,” he said.

This “mistaken belief” is most popular in
the 10 nations that joined the EU last May,
he said, and where “71 percent of people
are. afraid of abusive price rises and cheat-

ing” when their nations join the euro in the
future

Sweden proposes cutting [F28
alcohol tax by 30 percent [£

Report finds most

The Associated Press

STOCKHOLM, Sweden —
‘With increased private alcohol im-
ports crippling the state liquor
monopoly, the government on
Wednesday proposed to cut taxes
on beer and wine by 30 percent
next year.

‘The proposal, which also includ-
ed several measures to curb teen-
age drinking, was the final part of
a planned sweeping reform of the
country’s alcohol policy. In Au-
gust, a 40 percent tax cut on hard
Tiquor was also proposed. The par-
liament is expected to vote on the
proposal later this year.

Prices at the state-run System-
bolaget stores are among Eu-
rope’s highest and sales have fall-
en sharply since nearby Estonia

joined the European Union and
neighboring Denmark and Fin-
land slashed their alcohol prices.

In 2004, one-third of the beer —
and 70 percent of the hard liquor
— consumed in the country was
purchased abroad, said Kent
Haerstedt, a lawmaker who pre-
sented the plan.

In southern Sweden, people
visit stores in Denmark, ‘and Fin-
land, where the government
slashed alcohol prices by as much
as 33 percent.

‘Also, an increasing number of
Swedes are taking “booze cruis-
es” to Estonia to buy cheap
vodka.

While Sweden has long prided
itself on using high alcohol taxes
as a way of controlling consump-
tion, the mass exodus of consum-

Kent Haerstedt

ers is forcing the government to
rethink its strategy, Haerstedt
rethl

The proposal also included rais-
ing the drinking age in bars and
restaurants from 18 to 20.
Haerstedt’s proposal was met
with mixed reviews, as some said
the tax decrease would only in-
crease alcohol consumption.
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Europeans criticize
immigration in EU

BY SUSANNA LOOF
The Associated Press

VIENNA, Austria — A sweep-
ing new European Union report
suggested Tuesday that
two-thirds of Europeans believe
multiculturalism has reached a
breaking point and that many peo-
ple on the continent harbor criti-
cal views of immi-
grants.

The analysis of

Two-thirds of

believe multicultural society has
reached its limit, said John
Wrench, the agency’s head of re-
search. “About two out of three re-
spondenls subscribed to this
view,” he said.

The share of people supporting
policies that would send legal mi-
grants back to their home cou
tries also had increased signifi
cantly, with one in
five  supporting
such policies in

surveys  in y 3 2003, he added.
countries,commis.  OF Buropeans [0 40
sioned by the Eu- believe multi- quantify by how
ropean Monitor- . much that sup-
ing Center on Rac- culturalism port had in-
ism and Xenopho- creased.

bia, could in- has reached In Greece,
crease — concerns . ‘where the hlghesl
already raised by a breaking resistance to di-
some European . versity was re-
politicians  that point. corded, almost 85
the identity of indi- percent said they
vidual countries is at risk because  viewed minorities as a collective
of immigration. threat. In Sweden, that figure was

“It’s about fears and insecurity
of one’s own position in society,”
said Beate Winkler, director of
the Vienna-based agency.

During the six years the sur-
veys were carried out, there was
“a very significant increase” in
the proportion of Europeans who
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just under 33 percent, the lowest
‘among the countries studied.

Winkler warned against paint-
ing too dark of a picture of Euro-
pean attitudes, instead emphasiz-
ing a conclusion that almost eight
in 10 Europeans said they had no
problems in interacting with mi-
norities. That mdlcales that their
“concrete experience” in dealing
with minorities is much better
than the perception they pick up
in media and elsewhere, she said.

She also pointed out that the
study says nothing about racist
and prejudiced behavior, only
about attitudes.

Four measures could help re-
duce prejudice in Europe, she
said: clear political leadership,
legal measures targeting discrimi-
nation, promotion of education,
and fair media reports on the
issue.

The report analyzed the results
of polls gathered through the Eu-
robarometer and European So-
cial Survey, both linked to the
EU.

The Eurobarometer used a sam-
ple of 1,000 people in most coun-
tries, while the European Social
Survey used a sample ranging
from 1,500 to 2,500 people. No
margins of error were given.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

“Truth commission’ sought

Ajudge in Spain, Baltazar Garzon, is try-
ing to create a “truth commission” to inves-
tigate crimes against humanity committed
during the dictatorship of Gen. Francisco
Franco. He also attempted to try the
former Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet.

Garzon should be commended, and judg-
es in other former dictatorships should fol-
low his lead.

I would like to see the creation of an
American Truth Commission that would
investigate and publicize the U.S. govern-
ment’s support of dictators (Anastasio
Samoza, Fulgencio Batista, Shah Moham-
mad Reza Pahlavi of Iran, Saddam Hus-
sein, the House of Saud, etc.) over the
years. But I don’t think it's going to hap-
pen, since both the Democratic and Repub-
lican parties would be implicated. Isn’t
that a shame?

Chuck Mann
Greensboro, N.C.

Putting their lives on the line

1 would have liked to have been the pro-
verbial fly on the wall when both decisions
were made as to who would qualify for the

“new and improved” extension/re-enlist-
ment bonuses and the Close Combat
Badge.

As a career National Guardsman — and
former active duty also— I have too many
years in service to qualify, yet 1 have
enough time left before retirement to quali-
fy for the three-year bonus. It almost
seems as if the “Army of One” has to be
under age 35 or have fewer than 16 years
of service to be wanted. It almost reeks of
age discrimination.

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

At 55, T may not be able to run a
7-minute mile, do 100 sit-ups, or 75
push-ups; however, I can still do my job as
well, or better, than I once could. Why not
make the bonuses an Army-National
Guard-wide program and reward all sol-
diers who are willing to defend our great
count

What military geniuses decided that sol-
diers with the 12, 13, and 19 military occu-
pational specialties were the only ones
who should qualify for the CCB? Although
school-trained in both 11-series MOSs, I
missed out on going to Vietnam due to
other assignments during my active-duty
years. The CIB is a very prestigious award
and deserves to be worn only by 11-series

snldlexs However, I am now deployed
a Tennessee Army National Guard
um in Iraq and all soldiers — drivers, rifle-
men and crew-served gunners — are
being tasked with convoy support. Due to
not having the right MOS, many soldiers
who are putting their lives on the line — or
having it put on the line — will be denied
any special recognition.

Did we come here for a badge? Of
course not; however, we all would like to
be mcngmzed for pumng it on the line.

Sgt. Tommy R. Denson
Tallil Air Base, Iraq

Simple answer to badge row

As I read letter after letter about this
new combat badge [Close Combat Badge]
and who should get it, it makes me think
that there is an easy solution for all.

It is so simple: If an infantryman is in
combat or a cook, the outcome is the same.
People are shooting at each other and
someone is about to pay the ultimate price
if things go wrong. I say give a badge to
anyone who is in combat and call it the
Combat Semoe Badge. This includes
women and men, all military occupational
specialties - including civilians who were
sent to combat zones on contract. If they
were actually in combat, they should get
this badge. The reason is that anyone left
out will feel left out, and rightfully so.

Just the reaction to the announcement
of this badge shows that something is
wrong. It should be fixed, and I think, in
all fairness, that my idea is the best.
Shouldn’t everyone have a chance?

lohn Mize
Langenzenn, Germany

Irish a perfect fit for power punditry

BY KEVIN B. O'NEILL
n the feast of St. Patrick, it’s hard
to ignore the near stranglehold
that Irish-Americans have on the
nation’s pundit class.

As the Trish and near-Irish parade along
America’s broadest boulevards, consider
this Celtic contingent: O’Reilly, Hannity,
Quindlen, Dowd, Noonan, Matthews, Maher
and McLaughlin. The simple rhythm of
their names prances across the page like an
Irish step dancer. Their faces, from Bill
O'Reilly’s pugnacious glower to Peggy
Noonan's impish nose, have populated
every yearbook in the hxslory of American
parochial schools.

It's true, of course, that our crowded com-
mentariat is an equal opportunity employer.
Descendants of half the nations on Earth
have drawn a paycheck for an opinion dur-
ing our recent political season.

But the concentration of Irish-Americans
is worthy of note, particularly in light of the
pulpits they command: leading cable and
syndicated radio broadcasts, the major
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regular
to the op-ed pages of The New York Times
and The Wall Street Journal. The last time
Irish-Americans shaped this generous a

Doonesbury
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share of the national discourse, George M.
Cohan was a Yankee Doodle Dandy.

A century after Irish immigrants put
their backs into building bridges and dig-
ging canals, their descendants are busy lay-
ing brick on America’s new political ex-
pressways. The explosion of talk radio and

and its insatiable appetite for commen-
tary and conflict has proven especially hos-
pitable to them. A taste for politics, of
course, comes naturally to the Irish, having
been weaned on whispered conspiracies
against centuries of British dominion. Oliv-
er Cromwell, architect of particularly bru-
tal military campaigns against the Irish, ob-
served of the conquered that “words are the
weapons of the unarmed.”

Although it’s deeply unfashionable to sug-
gest that ethnic groups have defining and
immutable identities, clearly there’s some-
thing in the Irish character to explain their

in our

tive age. Simple blarney doesn’t quite cap-

ture it, suggesting as it does a kind of flat-
Thes:

Joyce ought to know. His masterpiece,
“Ulysses,” employed more than half a mil-
lion of them.

Sociologists, no doubt, could explain why
the descendants of Irish immigrants have
become such visible figures in our culture’s
round-the-clock political chat. With a little
effort, they could probably draw a reason-
ably straight line from an Irish cop walking
the beat to an Irish-American co-host work-
ing the broadband.

In the absence of a sociological treatise,
T'll offer this: There is a relentless hopeful-
ness in the Irish. Words are their fuel and
their foundation, whether bristling in a polit-
ical broadside or whispered in a bedside lull-
aby. Even a verbal donnybrook is a kind of
diplomacy holding the promise of partisan
reconciliation. There’s hope in every ha-

rangue.

It’s difficult to imagine another ethnic

group so suited by history and habll toasoci-
ety by

it you remain un-

tery and
rarely flatter anybody and are nothing if not
serious about their work. That the Irish love
to talk will surprise no one. In 1920, James
Joyce called them “the sparrows of Europe.
They take wing on words.”

undoubtedly  an
would be

convinced, there’s
Irish-American nearby who
happy to discuss it with you.

Kevin B. O'Neill is chief creative officer of Brown
Kelly O'Neill & Partners advertising in New York.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

Jackson’s approach to trial is out of this world

BY LEONARD PITTS JR.
The Miami Herald

was in Michael Jackson’s bedroom
once.
This was long enough ago that he
still had brown skin and God’s intend-
ed nose. Contrary to the allegations that
have surfaced in his child molestation trial,
Jackson offered me neither “Jesus Juice”
nor pornography. I remember only a rattan
chair and shelves full of movie memorabilia,
including Disney, the Three Stooges and a
likeness of Jackson himself as the scarecrow
from “The Wiz.” His room was the last stop
on a tour of the family home in the L.A. sub-
urb of Encino following an interview.

To get inside the Jackson compound, you
spoke your name into an electronic box and
aheavy black gate swung ponderously open.
You drove down a long driveway past a pen
where fearsome guard dogs were caged.
“Act like you're going to attack me,” Jack-
son said as he pointed them out to me. I obe-
diently lifted a fist and took a step in his di-
rection only to become a mannequin as the
dogs hurled themselves against the fence,
barking and slavering. As T was concentrat-
ing on bladder control, Jackson doubled
over, laughing.

He was a fey creature, insubstantial as
smoke, who slouched about the house as if
bored of existence itself. The life he de-
scribed in that whisper-soft voice of his was
lonely, isolated and sad. He complained of
being unable to go beyond the gates for fear
of being mobbed. Still, he confided, he

slipped out sometimes late at night and

walked the streets, looking for someone to
talk to. I was never sure about that story
until years later when a man I knew told me
how he’d been driving near the Jackson
home one night when who should he see but
Michael, walking alone.

1 left the Jackson home feeling vaguely
sorry for the family’s most famous son, feel-
ing that here was a guy who was not of us, a
pitiable man who desperately needed a
guide to instruct him in how things are done
here on planet Earth.

It's a feeling that returned in force last
Thursday when I saw him arrive at court for
his trial wearing pajama bottoms.

Jackson, for the three of you who missed
it, turned up AWOL when testimony was set
to resume. The singer’s attorneys explained
that Jackson, suffering severe back pain,
had been taken to the hospital earlier that
morning. An infuriated Judge Rodney
Melville threatened to revoke the singer’s $3
million bail and slap him in jail. He gave
Jackson an hour to get his corpus to court.
The singer, disheveled, hobbling in apparent
pain and wearing his jammies, showed up
an hour and three minutes later.

Now work with me here. You're Michael
Jackson. You're on trial on charges that
could send you away for 20 years. You have
already hacked off the judge by showing up
late for an earlier court appearance, dancing
on top of an SUV, and forcing jury selection
to be held up for a week while you are hospi-
talized with the flu. From here on out, aren’t
you going to make every effort not to tee the

2005
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‘man off any more? Yes, you would. Me too. T
don’t care if my back aches, if I have to lean
on a cane, if I have to be rolled in a chair, if T
have to be carried by my bodyguard, if 1
have to be wheeled into court on a gurney,
popping painkillers like M&Ms, my body
would be present and accounted for when
the session was gaveled to order.

That's how we ordinary humans do things
on Planet Earth. But that's a place Jackson
has not lived for a very long time. He has
been working since he was 5, famous since

he was 11, sequestered behind gates since
shortly after that.

Moreover, he has spent his life surround-
ed by flunkies who follow his orders, shape
his environment to his tastes and say yes a
lot. I doubt he can even remember the last
time someone could tell him what to do. So
what does he know about having to be gov-
erned by someone else’s orders? What does
he know about Earth? Nothing, that’s what.

But if he’s not very careful, Jackson will
soon have 20 years to learn.

When the going gets tough, make room for Daddy

BY ALFRED LUBRANO
The Philadelphia Inquirer

h, it's tender, really.

Government big shots sudden-
ly decide to ditch fabulous ca-
reers because, darn it all, they've

missed too many of little Billy’s school
plays.

They claim to any-
one who'll listen: “I'm
leaving to spend more
time with my family.”

It's the beautiful
American Lie, perfect
for its homely senti-
ment and apparent
courage.

Embattled Federal
Communications Com-
mission Chairman
Michael Powell needs
to see more of his family, and will begin
hanging with them this week.

There are others: former embattled CIA

Freeh

our culture, like “No, that doesn’t make
you look fat” and “It’s not you, it's me.”
Truth is, Powell is pilloried by both the
left and the right, and leaving seems smart.
Whitman was being assailed by the Bush
administration for, it appears, not disman-
tling the environment fast enough, and
Freeh was taking hits for FBI missteps.
And by coyly declar-
ing that he would step
down from running
§ the largest spy net-
work in Earth history
to “learn how to in-
stant-me ge”  his
son’s friends, Tenet
avoided revisiting his
“slam-dunk” guaran-
tee that Iraq was
lousy with humani-
ty-canceling bombs.
Some of the oddest
people play the family card, such as Ber-
nard Kerik, the former New York City po-

Whitman

lice commissioner who'd been nominated
for secretary of homeland security. He
withdrew from consideration for the post,
then quickly departed the Rudy
Giuliani-run consulting firm at which he
worked, to — here comes a surprise —
spend more time with his peeps.

Funny, he didn’t mention the media’s
hounding him about his alleged connec-
tions to mobbed-up people and about the
extramarital affairs he was reportedly con-
ducting with two women.

Which family, by the way, was he going
to be spending more time with?

To complete the hypocrisy, some of
these family-missing folks get home, invest
a few nights reuniting with the cat, then
speed out of the house faster than you can
say, “Wasn’t it your turn to take the kids to
soccer practice, Mr. Secretary?”

After leaving the FBI, Freeh signed on
as a senior executive at MBNA Corp., the
giant Wilmington, Del.-based credit-card

issuer. Freeh is responsible for 26,000 peo-
ple in four countries, a burden that mlght
cut into one or two pizza nights with his six
sons.

John Danforth quit as U.S. ambassador
to the United Nations to spend more days
with his wife, then immediately rejoined
his old law firm, announcing that he
wouldn’t rule out public service.

People should come up with more hon-
est — or at least original — things to say
about quitting.

I'm leaving my job to:

Worder hookers and room service for
seven weeks until the pain this job inflicted
ebbs;

W join the Carmelite nuns (I hear they're
nice);

M learn how to properly start a fire the
Boy Scout way; and

W cash in on my public service by pull-
ing down more money than God and
Oprah.

Director George Tenet, former
Environmental Protection Agency head
Christie Whitman, former embattled FBI
Director Louis Freeh, and many, many
more.

When the going gets tough, the tough go
home.

You would think that the American fami-
Iy would be in better shape than it is, given
all the people who drop out of jobs that fea-
ture limos and White House access just to
play Boggle on a Wednesday night with
Junior. Never mind that in many cases Jun-
ior is now 45.

No one just comes out and says, “I've
been coleslaw-shredded and marginalized.
Colleagues wish me dead, and the presi-
dent is setting my desk on fire.”

Now, “quitting for the family” can be en-
shrined with other classic mendacities of

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Hospitals fight order

CHICAGO — Four hospi-

tals are resisting demands
by Gov. Rod Blagojevich to shut
down their medical waste inciner-
ators. The hospitals are indicat-
ing they should be paid to recoup
the cost of complying with air pol-
lution laws. Last fall, Blago-
jevich backed community activ-
ists urging that the trash burners
be shut down.

— New Las
Vegas-style slot machines
were given the thumbs-up for
four betting sites in Broward

County, but neighboring
Miami-Dade County narrowly re-
jected a similar proposal.

The decision in Broward Coun-
ty clears the way for slot ma-
chines at two horse-racing tracks,
one greyhound track and one jai
alai site. The Miami-Dade plan
would have allowed slots at three
locations in the county.

The Broward proposal passed
57 percent to 43 percent, while
the Miami-Dade plan received 47
percent of the vote.

-and-run kills widow

NY ROME — An 84-year-old

widow was killed by a
hit-and-run driver in central New
York as she walked from a hospi-
tal to her parked car, according to
police. Mary LoRusso had been
visiting a cousin who was a pa-
tient. She was struck before 7
p.m. in the drive-through area
near Rome Memorial Hospital's
emergency room exit, police said.
Someone found her and told hospi-
tal personnel, who brought her in-
side and attempted to save her,
Detective Commander Edward
Stevens said.

Own gun shoots boy, 7

COLUMBUS — A gun in

a bookbag discharged in
an elementary school classroom
and the primary school student
who brought it was shot in the
hand, police said.

The injury to the 7-year-old
was not believed to be life-threat-
ening. Police were uncertain why
the gun went off.

Columbus schools did not can-
cel classes, but some parents took
their children from Leawood Ele-
mentary School. There were 15
children in class when the .45-cali-
ber pistol gun went off, police Sgt.
David Sicilian said.

The boy’s mother “indicated
she had no idea where the weap-
on came from,” Sicilian said.

State drinking problem

MANDAN — A recent

study from the National
Survey on Drug Use and Heal
found more than 31 percent of
North Dakotans age 12 and older
said they had five or more drinks
in one sitting during the month be-
fore the survey done in 2002 and
2003. The national average for
binge drinking was 23 percent.

Binge use is defined as having
five or more drinks on the same
occasion at least once in the last
30 days.

Bartender Laura Thompson,
who owns the Old Town Tavern
in Mandan with her husband,
Roger, chuckled at that defini-
tion. She said nearly everyone in
the bar’s weekly dart league

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

would easily meet the criteria.
Nearly 55 percent of North Da-
kotans between the ages of 18 and

25 reported binge g.
About 17 percent who were ages
12 to 17 and about 28 percent in
the 26- and-older category said
they had five or more drinks in
one sitting.

North Dakota’s 11 percent rate
of alcohol dependence and abuse
also led the nation in the study.

Drug side effects tallied

WASHINGTON — The

Food and Drug Adminis-
tration received more than
422,500 reports of drug side ef-
fects last year, a record, the agen-
cy said.

Final figures won’t be available
until spring but the preliminary
estimate was confirmed by
spokeswoman Laura Alvey.

That tops the 370,887 reports of
what the agency calls “adverse
events” in 2003.

Agency officials attribute the
rise to increased use of prescrip-
tion drugs rather than an in-
crease in risk from the drugs.

Drug makers are required to
tell the agency any instances of
side effects reported to them and
FDA also hears directly from pa-
tients and physicians.

Nurse admits to theft

CARLISLE — A nurse

pleaded guilty to stealing
more than $25,000 from residents
of the Lower Allen Township re-
tirement community where she
worked.

Mary Louise Ross, 47, pleaded
guilty to one count of theft by de-
ception before Cumberland Coun-
ty Judge Kevin A. Hess. She re-
mained in Dauphin County Pris-

Wearing of the grin
Mark Floyd, 6, of Baltimore
sports a toothless grin and his
Irish green as he marches with his
grandmother in Baltimore’s St.
Patrick’s Day parade.

on on a parole violation for a 1992
crime.

Ross stole credit card informa-
tion and checks from two resi-
dents of the Bethany Village re-
tirement community from August
to November 2001 and forged
checks that she made payable to
herself and businesses in her
name, Senior Assistant District
Attorney Michelle Sibert said.

Spruclng up lagoon
HONOLULU Work
could begin soon on a $5

million project to restore the ne-

glected saltwater lagoon at the

Hilton Hawaiian Village in Waiki-

Ki. Hotel officials say they plan to

make the 50-year-old man-made

lagoon shallower, smaller and
cleaner.

They also plan to install a pub-
lic boardwalk around it.

These patients don’t cry
POCATELLO — Doctors
at Portnuef Medical Cen-

ter recently found themselves

treating an additional 770 pa-
tients — all dolls and stuffed ani-
mals.

The annual Teddy Bear Clinic
drew a record turnout of chil-
dren, who brought their dolls,
teddy bears and other stuffed ani-
mals in need of medical attention.

The event was aimed at making
avisit to the hospital less frighten-
ing for children.

“It’s like they are the parent.
They get to experience it from the
other side,” hospital

an Crista Madsen Smith said.

Children explain their animal’s
problems to a receptionist while
checking the toy in. Officials re-
ported stories like “My bear
broke his leg by jumping on the
bed” or “My sister bit him.”

The children also helped doc-
tors decide how to treat the toys.

“X-ray is popular,” Smith said.
“Casting was probably the most
popular this year, but surgery is
always fascinating to kids.”

Heli-mushing is out

ANCHORAGE — The Bu-

reau of Land Management
ended plans for a heli-mushing
camp on the Nenana Glacier near
Denali National Park and Pre-
serve this summer. Era Aviation
anticipated shuttling as many as
3,000 tourists to and from the gla-
cier for sled dog rides. However,
strong opposition arose from resi-
dents concerned about increased
helicopter traffic and noise.

Bringing history alive
SPARKS — A gala mark-
ing Sparks’ 100 years as a
city will be held at the Sparks Her-
itage Museum. Plans called for a
Pony Express rider to arrive at
the museum with a proclamation
from Gov. Kenny Guinn. Dr.
Michael Fisher will portray Gov.
John Sparks, the city’s namesake.

Watching the streets

NASHVILLE — The Nash-

ville Police Department is
going to use a network of surveil-
lance cameras to monitor activi-
ties in areas with high crime
rates, including downtown night-
spots. Memphis installed a dozen
cameras in the mid-1990s, but
canceled the program because of
technical problems.

When seagulls attack

From left, Heather Burnside,
18; Nikki Strickland, 19; and

Julie Bishop, 18, all of Jonesboro, Ark., are mobbed by seagulls as they
feed them at Gulf State Park beach in Gulf Shores, Ala. The three are
on spring break from William Baptist College in Walnut Ridge, Ark.

What dogs dream about

Katy, a border collie-
Australian shepherd mix,

chases a radio-control motorcycle driven by owner Kevin Puntigam of
Roseburg, Ore., at Stewart Park in Rosburg.

Skater boy

Christopher Sabo, 3, wears skates on his hands
after warmer temperatures made the ice too
slushy for skating at the Oxford Youth Association rink in Oxford, N.J.
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Containing a garage fire

A firefighter prepares to fight a fire consuming an attached
garage of a house in Worcester, Vt. Firefighters from five de-
partments battled the fire, saving the house from major damage and rescuing a family cat. No one was hurt.

Shake your tailfeathers —fnEasters wi turkey tom

and his two hens cross a rural road near Superior, Wis.

Slow commute

Curt Craig, an eighth-grade teach-
er at Flagstaff Middle School, skis
home on an unexpected day off.
The Flagstaff, Ariz., school dis-
trict closed area schools when 6
inches of snow fell on the city.

Blrthday. battle

during Living History Day at The Museum of the Waxhaws in Waxhaw, N.C. Living History Day celebrates
President Andrew Jackson’s birth on March 15, 1767, in the area.

Civil War re-enactors with the 2nd U.S. Infantry, Company C, foreground, fire
on Confederate re-enactors of the 30th North Carolina, Infantry Company K,

Justice finally served
HARRISBURG — A man
who killed his wife in 1969
pleaded guilty to walking away
from prison while on furlough 30
years ago.

Allen D. Marshall, 63, was cap-
tured in Houston a year ago and
brought back to Pennsylvania to
finish serving his five- to 10-year
sentence for voluntary manslaugh-

ter.

Marshall entered his plea
under a 1973 prison breach
charge, which carries a stiffer
punishment than a prison-escape
charge would today, said Cumber-
land County First Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney David Freed. He
could face up to 10 more years for
walking away from the prison
when he is sentenced in May.

Alleged porn ring

[7 @ DALLAS — A Colorado

adult entertainment busi-
ness owner and two Arlington res-
idents face federal charges accus-
ing them of participating in a mul-
timillion dollar operation that ille-
gally distributed pornography
and underreported profits to
avoid paying taxes.

Edward Wedelstedt, 62, of the
Denver area, was accused of run-
ning a criminal enterprise in 18
states through his company, Goal-
je Entertainment Holdings Inc.,
and conspiring to defraud the gov-
ernment by not reporting large
sums of cash income.

Two Arlington residents, Leroy
Moore Sr., 64, and Beverly Kay
Van Dusen, 46, were accused of
conspiring to sell porn at Dallas-
area stores and paying a percent-
age of revenues back to Wedel-
stedt’s company.

A 23-count indictment alleged
Goalie Entertainment managed
bookstores that sold pornograph-
ic magazines, videos and prod-
ucts in the front and showed sexu-
ally explicit movies in back
rooms to customers who pur-
chased tokens.

Using their resources

HONOLULU — Lawmakers

on Monday advanced a mea-

sure that would ease the way for a

technology that uses cold water

piped from the depths of the Pacif-

ic Ocean to cool Hawaii’s tropical
heat.

Known as seawater air condition-

ing, the method of cooling could re-

ty needs, according to the state De-
partment of Commerce and Con-
sumer Affairs, which supports the
bill. Members of the House Com-
mittee on Economic Develop-
ment and Business Concerns
voted to pass the measure, which
would exempt seawater air condi
tioning projects from public util
ty regulation.

Because the companies would
not be the only providers of a ser-
vice essential to public health and
welfare, they do not need over-
sight from the public utilities com-
mission, John Cole, executive di-
rector of the Division of Consum-
er Advocacy, said.

Singing a proud tune
KANSAS CITY — Mike
Hendricks is hoping he

can make his hometown sing a dif-

ferent tune.
Hendricks was baffled to learn

“Kansas City,” the 1950s ditty
that goes, “I'm goin’ to Kansas
City — Kansas City here I come,”
was not his city’s official song.

So the Kansas City Star writer
did what any columnist would do
to stir up change — he started
slinging ink.

In recent months, his columns
on correcting the oversight have
caught the city’s attention. The ef-
fort has even received the bless-
ing of Mike Stoller and Jerry
Leiber, the songwriters who
penned the song in 1951.

This month, the newspaper and
city planners will start a cam-
paign to make the song the town’s
definitive golden oldie.

A bright future in steel

COLUMBUS — Gov.

Haley Barbour signed a
bill containing financial incen-
tives to lure a steel mill to the
state.

A company called SteelCorr
‘wants to break ground this month
on a minimill to manufacture au-
tomotive-grade steel. The plant is
supposed to create 450 jobs pay-
ing an average of $70,000 a year.

Navajo gambling
WINDOW ROCK — Nava-
jo Nation President Joe

Shirley Jr. cleared the way for

gambling at five tribal chapters

by taking no action on legislation
passed by the tribal council. The
council voted 59-14 last month for

a proposal to legalize gambling in

the Shiprock, Hogback and Man-

uelito chapters in New Mexico
and the Nahata Dziil and Leupp
chapters in Arizona.

Voting problems alleged

ROCKVILLE — A review
of voting machines used
in Maryland’s most populous
county for the November elec-
tions found that 7 percent of the
machines had problems such as
frozen screens or failed to boot.
An additional S5 percent in
Montgomery County had vote tal-
lies that were considerably lower
than other machines used in the
same precincts, causing elections
officials to deem them “suspect,”
according to the report. It was
drafted by the county in Decem-
ber for the local election board.
But state officials disputed
those figures, saying a review of
the county’s machines conducted
by the state and the equipment’s
manufacturer showed that only
0.4 percent had significant prob-
lems in the Nov. 3 election.

4 killed at bus stop

LAS VEGAS — An SUV

jumped the curb and
plowed into a bench at a munici-
pal bus stop, killing four people
and scattering bodies, broken
glass and schoolbooks.

The driver was jailed on suspi-
cion of driving under the influ-
ence, police said.

The Ford Explorer skidded
along a concrete wall about 10
miles from the Las Vegas Strip
and demolished the bench on
which the victims were sitting, po-
lice said. “Basically the bench is
attached to the cement wall,” Sgt.
Chris Jones said. “There was no
place for them to go.”

The victims were not immedi-
ately identified but appeared to
be in their teens, Jones said.

Stories and photos from wire services.
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Cork’s cultural

Title brings new look and events to Irish city

BY PHILIP WATSON
The Guardian

‘alk around Ireland’s
second city and you'll
soon spot someone
wearing a T-shirt
emblazoned with the slogan “The
People’s Republic of Cork.”

Most T-shirts sport the city’s
red and white colors. Some have
pictures of Lenin, Che Guevara
and Irish Republican leader and
County Cork hero, Michael Col-
lins. On others, the name of the
self-proclaimed republic is writ-
ten in Gaelic.

1t's a playful declaration of
independence, yet it perfectly
embodies the city’s rebel spirit
and nonconformist zeal. Corko-
nians have always stood in oppo-
sition to external rule (whether it
be from London or Dublin). Ask
pugnacious soccer star Roy
Keane where he’s from and he’ll
reply: “Cork first, then Ireland.”

But the city has another side.
Having won the European Capi-
tal of Culture designation for
2005, city authorities have con-
ducted an extensive civic im-
provement scheme and sched-
uled more than 5,000 events.

The city’s main thoroughfare,
St. Patrick’s Street, has been
given an extreme makeover with
smart new pavements and theat-
rical street lighting designed by
Catalan architect Beth Gali. The
effect on the look and flow of
pedestrians has been so marked
that thelrish Times recently
waxed lyrical about the street
being Cork’s equivalent to Barce-
lona’s Ramblas.

If you go for a visit, there are a
few sights not to be missed.

Cork’s most notable landmark
is St Anne’s Church, built in 1722
on a hill above the city. Climb the
narrow stone steps carved inside
the 7-foot-thick steeple walls to a
parapet that has 360-degree
views of the city. Visitors are
encouraged to play the church’s
eight bells — cards mark out
tunes on numbered bell-ropes.
Great fun.

The city jail on Convent Ave-
nue is an eerily beautiful 19th-
century prison, which, in its
100-year history, has seen execu-
tions, rough justice and the im-
prisonment of Irish Republican
soldiers.

Stripes file photos

Music is everywhere this year in Cork, named a 2005 “European Capi-
tal of Culture.” Here, part-time musician Stephen Hunter strums on the

street for donations.

The English Market on Princes
Street/Grand Parade dates from
1788 and has traders selling the
best local foods from stalls under
high-vaulted ceilings. The long,
bounteous counter at Kay
0’Connell’s fishmonger'’s is per-
haps the star attraction.

Also not to be missed: an Irish
pub. Bodega, on Cornmarket
Street, is in a large, open-plan
converted warehouse, with white-
washed walls, tall mirrors, wood-
en floors and exposed beams.
Disc jockeys play in the eve-
nings, there’s a weekend club
space and good food. Great for
weekend brunches.

Sin E, pronounced “shin-ay”
and meaning “that’s it,” is at 8
Coburg St. and is the best place
in town for traditional Irish
music, either in the corner of the
old, dark and atmospheric
ground floor bar or in the bright-
er upstairs lounge. Great selec-
tion of local brews. Next door is
The Corner House, which also
has live Irish music, plus folk
and blues nights.

Cork’s trendiest bar, Rhino
Rooms, at 1 Castle St., is a tiny,
semi-circular space with leather
bench seats, chrome bar stools, a
large 1970s pattern light box on

PETER JAEGER/Stars and Stiipes

one wall, and “funk, soul and
ambient grooves.”

The Castle Inn on South Main
Street has a snug front room,
linoleum floor, heavily nico-
tine-stained walls, Double Dia-
mond light shades and frosted
glass doors. It is like stepping
into a splendid old pub in the
Irish countryside. Unchanged for
more than S0 years, it is the
perfect antidote to the homoge-
nous super-pubs that are taking
over the city.

Blarney and its castle are just
six miles from the city and worth
a trip. Head to the high-walled
medieval castle with its famous
Blarney Stone, which visitors
kiss by lying on their backs, and
stretching out over the battle-
ments. Admission is 7 euros for
adults and 2.50 for children.

Just 18 miles along the coast
from Cork, Kinsale is a pretty
harbour town renowned for its
narrow streets, historic pubs,
fine sailing and gourmet restau-
rants, the best of which is the
popular Fishy Fishy Cafe, which
serves superb locally caught
seafood with great wines to
match.

The Victorian seaside resort of
Cobh (pronounced “cove”) may
have seen better days, but it's
well worth a visit for its prome-
nade, sea views and the excellent
Queenstown Story exhibition at
the Heritage Centre. The exhibit
tells the town harbor’s long histo-
ry of leaving: from convicts trans-
ported to Australia to Irish emi-
grants forced by famine to head
for the US. This was also the
‘Titanic’s last port of call. Admis-
sion is S euros for adults, 2.50
children.

The indoor market hall in Cork is
a shopping center for fresh
produce, meats and seafood.

Coming up
in Cork

With a population of 123,000,
Cork is the smallest city to be
named European Capital of
Culture. Keeping to this small
scale, the organizers have tried
to promote free events, many in
public spaces and unconvention-
al sites.

Some upcoming events:

* March 25-28: European
Quartet Week, celebrating 250
years of the art form.

« Spring to autumn: “Eighteen
Turns,” Daniel Liebeskind’s
twisting pavilion commissioned
by London’s Serpentine Gallery
in 2001, will stand in Fitzgerald
Park.

* May 9-25: Ocean to City,
Ireland’s laxgesl and ‘most partic-
patory rowing r:

* May-July: “Furty Shades of
Green,” looking at the work of 40
artists.

+ June 21-Sej : The Rory
Gallagher Exhibition, a celebra-
tion of the blues and rock guitar
icon and Cork hero.

+ Summer: “Monte Notte,”
Collaboration between actor
Fiona Shaw and multimedia
artist Dorothy Cross, both of
whom were born in Cork.

« Autumn: World premiere of
a play by acclaimed writer/direc-
tor Neil Labute.

* Oct. 16-23: 50th Cork Film
Festival, focusing on retrospec-
tive and short films.

* Oct. 28-31: Cork Jazz Festi-
val, one of Europe’s best-loved.

+ All year: “Exodus,” Sebastido
Salgado’s haunting photographs
from his renowned Migrations
and Children.

— THE GUARDIAN
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Irish Tourist Board

A narrow road
along Tranaros-
san Bay is an
example of the
miles and miles
of coastline in
County Donegal.

Going coastal

For miles of craggy cliffs, try Ireland’s County Donegal

BY RICHARD C. LEWIS
Associated Press

‘e had traveled to

County Donegal. But

it just didn’t fit what

I pictured Ireland to
be. The expanses of lush, green
fields were nowhere to be seen;
instead, tall, imposing ridges
rose alongside the narrow roads
we traveled, giving the country-
side a brooding feel. People here
revel in their separateness. After
all, the county’s motto is “Up
here, it’s different.”

There’s a reason: Geographical-
ly, Donegal is almost completely
cut off from the rest of the repub-
lic, a three-hour drive from the
closest airport, Shannon, to the
south. But it’s that rugged, un-
spoiled landscape and the
laid-back, welcoming attitude of
the people that make this part of
Treland so charming, and an
inviting destination for the adven-
turous tourist.

Most don’t know that Donegal
has more coastline than any
other Irish county, and usually
there’s no one there but you. It
also boasts Slieve League, the
highest sea cliffs in Europe at
nearly 2,000 feet above the
ocean.

Being a sucker for grand vis-
tas, I had decided months before
that Michelle and I would make
it to this spot (it means Gray
Mountain) in southwest Donegal.
With our friend’s wedding in
mind, I had an extra incentive: I
planned to propose to her there.
That is, if I could only find the
place, I muttered to myself as I
nervously negotiated the tight
turns in our rental car, trying to
make sense of the signs, some of
which were only in Gaelic.

A clerk at the federal court in
Rhode Island, of Irish extraction

Tourists enjoy the bluffs of the Giant's Causeway on the Antrim Coast
in northern Ireland.

and a regular visitor, had told me
the cliffs would be hard to find.

“Follow the road, and you'll
come to a sheep gate. Open it,
and drive on through,” he said.

“A sheep gate?” I asked. “Are
you sure?”

“Yeah, it seems strange,”
replied the clerk, Francis Mc-
Cabe. “But it'll be worth it.”

Boy, was he right. We found
the sheep gate, parked the car in
a dirt lot and carefully closed it
behind us. I knew this was the
right place soon after we began
walking. Clods of pale green peat
stuck to our shoes. The gray,
rocky bluffs rolled before us, and
dropped off into nothingness.
‘The North Atlantic lay beyond. A
fishing trawler passed near the
shore. In the mist, it seemed like
a ghost ship. 1 dropped to my
knee and proposed.

Yes, the Cliffs of Moher —a
famous stretch of coastline in
Ireland’s southwest County Clare
— are spectacular. But they
beckon for solitude, to enjoy

alone. I found it hard to soak in
the scenery with hordes of tour-
ists barking in my ear. We had
no such problem at Slieve
League. It was just us and the
sheep. There were no signs, no
cliffside fences, and nobody
around.

At the top, we ventured to the
bluff’s edge and peered down.
The wind slapped at our faces as
we watched the deep-blue water
pound the cliff’s side, churning
the basin into a white froth. Sea
gulls swooped in circles below
us, buffeted by the winds. We
listened to the echoing roar of
the water, and the gulls’ call.

The next day we drove across
the border to Northern Ireland.
Before, the crossing would have
required a screening by British
soldiers, but nowadays it's has-
sle-free, thanks to the largely
successful peace process of the
past decade.

We soon arrived at Giant’s
Causeway, a bizarre geological
creation and a United Nations

‘World Heritage site along the
coast. From the bluffs above, the
dark rocks jut into the ocean, as
if a giant had clubbed the cliff
and the fragments had rolled into
piles in the water. Up close, the
formation is a tightly packed
cluster of columns in perfect
hexagonal shapes, as if chiseled
by some mythological artisan. In
fact, it consists of 40,000 black
basalt columns formed when
molten lava washed over the
land some 60 million years ago,
and hardened.

We watched as children
hopped from one column to
another, as if they were playing
on a real-life Lego set. The waves
crashed around them, and they
shouted with glee as the spray
swept over them. Beware,
though: the rocks can be slippery
and are downright treacherous
where they meet the tide.

Nearby is the Carrick-a-Rede
rope bridge. The 3-foot-wide
wooden plank hangs about 80
feet above a cove. The rope
bridge leads to a small island.

From Giant’s Causeway, we
followed the road eastward as it
hugged the coastline. On this
day, the ocean looked like a blue
dress, the whitecaps like spar-
kling sequins. We inched down
one side road as it descended
precariously to the water’s edge.
Gnarly trees clung to the side of
the road, their leafless branches
bent sideways by the unrelenting
wind. Typically, the road led to a
sheep gate, and ended at a farm-
house. No one was home, and
fearing we were trespassing, we
left.

We turned inland, and made
our way to Belfast. The hustle
and bustle of urbanity was await-
ing, and a pint of Guinness or
two. We were leaving the remote-
ness behind.

If you go

Getting there

Donegal County is most easily
reached by car. We flew into
Shannon Airport, rented a car
and drove the 181 miles to Done-
gal. All you need is a map to
follow the coastal roads. Be care-
ful, as the roads are narrow and
have no shoulders; curves come
with little warning. Driving is on
the left in Ireland and Northern
Ireland.

Attractions

« Slieve League: From Done-
gal town, take N56 west to Bruck-
less. Take N263 to Kilcar and
Carrick/An Charraig, then watch
for signs; www.donegaldirect.ie
or phone (+353) (0) 74-972-1148.

« Giant’s Causeway: On the
north coast of Northern Ireland.
From the Donegal area, take the
A2 road along the coast to Cole-
raine, Portstewart and Portrush,
then follow signs; www.
derryvisitor.com or phone (+44)
(0)7126-7284.

Information

+ On Donegal: Go to the Web
at www.goireland.com.

* On Giant’s Causeway and the
coast of Northern Ireland:
www.geographia.com/
northern-ireland/ukiant01.htm.

- THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PETER JAEGER/Stars and Stripes
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Flowers bloom in front of the horse-and-rider statue at Keukenhof
(“kitchen garden”) in Lisse, Netherlands. While this sculpture is
permanent, different sculptures are displayed among other flower

beds each year.

LORI ANN MARTIN,
Special to Stars and Sripes
From the simply
beautiful to the

very unusual,
Keukenhof

provides an
extraordinary
palette of color ||
throughout

its 80 acres.

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

BY LORI ANN MARTIN
Stripes Travel reader
thing says “spring” quite
like the flowers of the
season, and nothing says
“flowers” quite like Keu-
kenhof garden in Lisse, Nether-
lands, open for eight weeks begin-
ning March 24.

All of the old favorites and some
new surprises can be found within
the 80 acres filled with more than 6
million bulbs, which each spring
turn into blooming tulips, fragrant
hyacinths and a variety of daffo-
dils, just to name a few. They come
in every color of the rainbow and
spread along wide, paved paths.

Small brooks and fountains bub-
ble quietly, while swans glide over
the large lake at the center of the
garden. Blooming trees hang over
the walkways and rare white pea-
cocks wander over the manicured
lawn.

A small petting zoo holds sheep,
baby pigs and unusual varieties of
poultry. Elsewhere on the garden
grounds are play areas and chil-
dren’s activities so young ones can
run off extra energy.

Outside the garden are large
bulb fields with solid strips of color
that can be seen from the veranda
of the Keukenhof windmill.

Besides the outdoor extravagan-
za, there are 10

If you go

* When: Keukenhof is open 8
am. to 7:30 p.m. March 24
through May 20. Ticket offices
close at 6 p.m.

* Where: Keukenhof is on the
outskirts of Lisse, Netherlands,
between The Hague (Den
Haag) and Amsterdam. From
The Hague, take A-44 toward
Amsterdam and turn off at Exit
3 Noordwijkerhout/Lisse, then
take N-208 to Lisse. From Am-
sterdam, take A-4 toward The
Hague, turn off at Exit 4 and
take N-207 toward Lisse. At
Lisse, there will be signs direct-
ing you to Keukenhof.

By train, travel to the Leiden
Centraal railway station, and
take bus No. 54 to Keukenhof.

+ Cost: Admission for adults
is 12.50 euros (about $16.25);
senior citizens (65 and older)
11.50 euros; children (4 to 11)
5.50 euros. Parking is 4 euros.

+ On the Web: Find more at:
www.keukenhof.nl.

— STARS AND STRIPES
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ing scents and carpet of spring
flowers, Keukenhof is a sure place
to shake off the gloom of winter.

The spring of Keu-
kenhof began in 1949 as an initia-
tive of the mayor of Lisse and

Lori Ann Martin, a Navy lieutenant com-
mander who had been stationed at Naval
Hospital Rota, Spain is no

Hoshital Camp Lejedne, N.C.

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes
Red tulips stand out against blue grape hyacinths at Keukenhof.

Keukenhof: For ¢

Paved paths make for easy walking :
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he love of spring

n

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes.
From the platform of the old Imill, there is a great view of
the flower garden and the tulip fields surrounding it. The
popular flower show in Lisse is open March 24 to May 20
this year.

ly pads provide a popular spot for taking photos in the middle of the lake, as colorful
blooms reflect in the still water.

MICHAEL ABRAMSStars and Stripes
through the colorful gardens at Keukenhof.
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Listings come from brochures of IVV-sanctioned events that were either collected at volksmarches or mailed to Jennifer West by clubs wishing to promote their
V Olks marc [ 1 events. Locations are noted in the host language whenever possible. More extensive lists are available in the IVV or DVV-IVV Terminliste.

his weekend, the city of
Bitche, France, hosts its
14th volksmarching
event. Offering its popu-
lar 42- and 50-kilometer mara-
thons, the club also has shorter
distances of 10- and 20-kilome-
ters, so don't rule this event out if
ynu re not a long-distance mani-

ana!cd southwest of Kaiser-
slautern, Germany, Bitche is a
nice town that boasts an impos-
ing looking fortress. Expect to
trudge up
and down
some hills!
Fellow walk-
ers have said
that previous
marathons
were chal-
lenging, and
1 figure that
little will
change this
year.

You can
begin both long-distance courses
each day between 7-9 a.m.; wrap
up your walk by 6 p.m. and pick
up the souvenir patch awarded
only for the marathons (no souve-
nir for non-marathon trails). The
10K and 20K begin on Saturday
and Sunday between 7 a.m. and 2

Jennifer West

pm.

Once you've completed your
event, stop by the 17th-century
fortress and tour the under-
ground passages with a pair of
headsets that will detail its histo-
ry and highlights.

For information about Bitche,
go to www.ville-bitche.fr.

Notes about this week’s events:

* The German town of Birken-
zell is south of Maxhiitte-Haid-
hof and north of Regensburg.

« For those in the Frankfurt
area, take note of the start times
and choose between the five
trails offered each day. The 7
p.m. finish time is the same on
Saturday as for Sunday. This
event begins in the Volkshaus on
Borsigallee 40.

« More than 600 years old, the
town of Freudenberg-Alchen
hosts its 17th International Walk-
ing Days this Saturday and Sun-
day. If you fancy half-timbered
houses, visit the historical part of
Freudenberg for a treat. The 5-,
11- and 20-kilometer trails begin
here each day between 7 a.m.
and 1 p.m.; the finish is S p.m.

* Don’t miss Sunday’s Trier-
Ehrang event. This is always a
nice walk, but remember that
you won'’t find yourself walking
through the streets of Germany’s
oldest city on this march — that
comes later in the year. Start the
SK and 10K between 7 a.m. and
2 p.m. and the 20K between 7
am. and 1 p.m. The souvenir is
an American-style semi truck.
Finish your trail by 5 p.m.

« In Italy, the Campeis di
Pinzano al Tagliamento hosts a
hilly, panoramic walk with
mixed trails and gravel and
asphalt roads. The trails, and
especially the 34K, weave
through small hillside towns
such as Clauzetto, Vito d’ Asio
and Castelnovo di Friuli. The
event begins at the Association
Amis di Cjampees a Campeis
E-mail Jennifer West at volksmarch@mail.
estripes.osd.mil. Write her at: Volksmarch
Column, Stars and Stripes, Bidg. 2899,
Pulaski Barracks, APO AE 09227-3717
(MPS)

Country/Town Day(s) and Time(s) Code Km. Starting Point Award Directional Reference
France
Audincourt Sun 0700-1500 F 10& 20 Gymnase du COSEC No award S of Montbéliard
Bitche Sat & Sun 0700-1400 - 10 & 20 College St Augustin No award E of Sarreguemines
Bitche Sat & Sun 0700-0900 M 42 & 50 College St Augustin Patch & certificate SE of Sarreguemines
Petite Rosselle Sun 0700-1400 F 10 Chalet du Schafbach No award SW of Saarbriicken, GE
Servigny-les-Ste-Barbe  Sun 0700-1400 F 10 Foyer Socio Educatif No award NE of Metz
Servigny-les-Ste-Barbe  Sun 0700-1300 F 20 Foyer Socio Educatif No award NE of Metz
‘Wiwersheim Sun 0700-1400 F 10 Salle des Fétes No award NW of Strasbourg
Germany
Alkofen Sat 1100-1500, Sun 0600-1100 F 5&10 Grundschul Angel NDB, NW of Passau
Birkenzell Sat 1200-1400, Sun 0700-1100  BF 58&10 near Gas!haus Séliner B-medal OPF, N of Regensburg
Bodelshausen Sat 1200-1600, Sun 0630-1300  BFX 5&10 Turnhall Lighthouse BWS, SW of Reutlingen
Burgebrach Sat & Sun 0700-1200 F 6&11 Sle\gerwaldhaﬂe Bear w/scarf & hat FRO, E of Wirzburg
Frankfurt/M-Enkheim Sat 0700-1500, Sun 0700-1300  BF 58&10 Volkshaus Enkheim B-mdl/Stuffed dog, mouse  HE, Borsigallee 40
Frankfurt/M-Enkheim Sat & Sun 0700-1300 BF 20 Volkshaus Enkheim B-mdl/Stuffed dog, mouse  HE, Borsigallee 40
Frankfurt/M-Enkheim Sat & Sun 0700-1100 BF 30 Volkshaus Enkheim B-mdl/Stuffed dog, mouse  HE, Borsigallee 40
Frankfurt/M-Enkheim Sat & Sun 0700-0900 M 42 Volkshaus Enkheim Patch & certificate HE, Borsigallee 40
Freudenberg-Alchen Sat & Sun 0700-1300 CFX 5, 11,20 Turnhalle Stuffed animal NRW, NW of Siegen
Grolsheim Sat 0700-1600, Sun 0700-1400  BFXY 5&10 Kultur/Mehrzweckhalle B-medal RP, S of Bingen
Grolsheim Sat 0700-1300, Sun 0700-1200 FX Kultur/Mehrzweckhalle B-medal RP, S of Bingen
Heilsbronn Sat 0700-1300, Sun 0700-1200  BFNXY3 5, 10,20 Hohenzollernhalle B-medal FRM, SW of Niirnberg
Kerpen Sat & Sun 0730-1300 FP 6,12,22 Gymnasium Medal NRW, W of Kdin
Kirchenthumbach Sat & Sun 0700-1130 F 5&11 Schulturnhalle Candle holder OPF, SE of Bayreuth
ngen Sat 1000-1400, Sun 0700-1330  FY 6&11 Ablachhalle Model semi truck BWS, E of Tuttlingen
Mengen Sun 0800-1245 Swim - Stadt. Hallenbad Model semi truck BWS, E of Tuttlingen
Merzhausen Sun 0700-1300 CF 6,10, 20 Antreffhalle Baseball cap HE, W of Bad Hersfeld
Méglingen Sun 0700-1300 F 7&12 Birgerhaus Stuffed rabbit BWN, N of Stuttgart
Schrozberg Sat 0800-1500, Sun 0700-1330  FY 5,10, 20 Stadthalle Ceramic shoe pot BWN, N of Crailsheim
Trier-Ehrang Sun 0700-1400 CFN 5&10 Turnhalle Ehrang Model semi truck RP, N of Trier
Trier-Ehrang Sun 0700-1300 CFN 20 Turnhalle Ehrang Model semi truck RP, N of Trier
UnterschleiBheim Sat & Sun 0600-1400 CF 10 Birgerhaus No award MOB, N of Min
Wolfstein Sat & Sun 0700-1300 F 6, 10, 20 Haus Stadtmuhle Souvenir RP, NW of Kalsevs\autem
Ital
Campeis di Pinzano Sun 0900-1000 F 6, 12,34 See misc. notes Local handicraft N of Spilimgergo
San Stino di Livenza Sun 0830-0900 F 5,10, 19 See misc. notes Easter cake Portogruaro
S. Pietro di Rosa Sun 0800-0900 F 6,10, 20 Campo Sportivo No award S of Bassano
Selva di Val Gardena Sun 0800-1200 F 5&10 Casa Cultura No award W of Cortina d'Ampezzo
Vangadizza di Legnano  Sun 0830-0900 FX 7,12,18 See misc. notes Eame o! wine (1st 800) SW of Vicenza
Verona (Borgo S. Croce) Sun 0830-0900 F 4,11,18 Via Guido d'Arezzo 1K NE of Verona
Zane Sun 0800-0900 F 7,13,22 Central Comm. Mall Choco\ate Easter egg N of Vicenza
Luxembourg
Brouch Sun 0700-1500 F 5&10 Sportfeld No award NW of Luxembourg city
Netherlands
Spaubeek Sun 0700-1400 - 6,12, 18 Multifunctioneel Centrum  No award W of Brunssum
Spaubeek Sun 0700-1300 - 25 Multifunctioneel Centrum  No award ‘W of Brunssum
Switzerland
Baretswil Sun 0800-1300 - 58&10 Werkhof Cow glass SE of Uster
United Kingdom
Henley-on-Thames Sun 0900-1000 - 5&10 Tesco Car Park Souvenir N of Reading
Souldroy Sun 1000-1100 - 10 & 20 Bedford Arms PH Souvenir NW of Bedford
Vernham Dean Sun 0900-1000 - 10&20 Sports Pavilion Souvenir N of Andover

GENERAL CODES:

s - Shorter trail noted as stroll-
er-friendly

wards from past events avail-
avie 15 -medals)

- Bring a cup for free refreshments T - Evening/Night walk, carry a
at the control points flashlight
D- Shower/Wash facilties a start X - Award available while supply
lasts.

F Free refreshment at control
poin

M- Marathon or long dlslance
N - Nordic walking ev

P Hasic at tart hall

S - Stroller-friendlly trails

W - Course for wheelchair partici-
pants

Y - Young Walkers’ Tour or Bambi-
ni-Liga event

3- Reduced price of 3 euros for start
card & B-medal

GERMAN STATE/REGION CODES:

SHH - Schleswig-Holstein/ Hamburg
NDS - Niedersachsen/Berlin

NRW - Nordrhein-Westfalen

RP - Rheinland-Pfalz

HE - Hessen

SAR - Saarland

BWN - Baden- Wiirttemberg Nord
BWS - Baden- Wiirttemberg Siid
THS - Thiiringen/Sachsen

FRO - Oberfranken (Upper Franken)
FRM - Mittelfranken (Middle Franken)
FRU - Unterfranken (Lower Franken)
SCH - Schwaben

OPF - Oberpfalz

NDB - Niederbayern

MOB - Miinchen-Oberbayern
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OUTDOOR RECREATION SKI EVENTS

These ski event listings were
sent to Stripes by base Outdoor
Recreation nﬁlces Send your

GERMANY

DER 222nd BSB

estripes. osd mil.

ITALY

VICENZA OUTDOOR RECRE-
ATION: March 19, Alleghe,
Italy; March 26, Obereggen,
Italy; April 2, San Martino, ltaly.
DSN 634-7453.

RECREATION:
March 26, Black Forest Ski
Trip, Feldberg, Germany, trans-
portation and ski or snowboard
rental, $65 per seat. DSN
485-7182 or CIV 06783-67182

KAISERSLAUTERN OUT-
DOOR M

land, $55 adults, $45 children;
March 23, express to Engel-
berg, Switzerland, $55 adults,
$45 children; March 25-27,
Flims-Laax, Switzerland, $199;
March 26, express to St.
Anton, Austria, $55 adults, $45
children. Kaiserslautern ODR
also offers ski and snowboard
repair. DSN 489-7751 or CIV
0631-536-7751.

larch
19, express to Jungfrau, Switzer-

RECREATION: March 19,

Feldberg, Germany, $35 plus lift;
March 19, teen trip to Feldberg
(825 plus lift); March 26; April
2 and 10, Engelberg, Switzer-
land, $50 plus lift. MOR's ski
swap runs now to April 1; bring
in old equipment or just come in
and browse. MOR also rents
snowboards and performs ski
maintenance. DSN 381-7215 or
381-7232, CIV 0621-730-7215
or 0621-730-7232.

— KAREN BRADBURY
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CORRECTION: The wrong map of Italy appeared with
“Quick Trips” on March 15. Above is the correct map,
showing Ravello, on the Amalfi Coast.

Lifis General Information
Runs  Open
Kaunerial, AUS Sias Good &8 Giroes sking due % the eoend snzwdal|
Meyrholen, AUS 180040 Giood Good 2024 Buperbconi., plenty of nice snow
Heusiih, AUS: 20020 Good  Packed Good 2024
Ctorsidor| AUS 20083 Excollnt Vaod  Good 2427 (Greal oond, for this time of year
Pitcial, AUS 2 Excellent Powder  Clised 717 5 - Wk up your sids)
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onix, 30050 Good  Packed Packed 477 Good siding on wel gr pisies
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rmatl, SW 219155 Good  Vared Good 3505 Grestonpiscord,
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Lets
Go

BY JAYNE TRAENDLY
Special to Stars and Stripes

More Italian cooking

Interested in adding a little
variety into your Italian cooking?
‘You may want to spend Memori-
al Day weekend in Mantua, Italy,
and participate in a Gourmet
Italia cooking class, which runs
May 27 to 30. It includes lessons
in making risotto, pizza and pasta
at a historical rice farm with
restaurant.

The price is $545 per person,
double occupancy, and includes
nine hours of cooking courses,
three nights’ lodging, three break-
fasts, two lunches, two dinners, a
guided tour of Mantua with En-
glish-speaking guide, a booklet of
recipes, English-speaking inter-
preter and Gourmet Italia inter-
preter.

Contact Larry Pisoni at tele-
phone (+39) 0 461-864005 or
e-mail gi-one@gourmet-italia.
com.

V-E Day tour

The 60th anniversary of V-E
Day on May 8 will probably
mark the last great commemora-
tion of World War II in France.

If you are interested, you may
want to take Destination Tours’
special 13-day commemorative
trip May S to 17, sponsored by
the History Channel and A&E
Travel.

It begins in Paris with a city
tour, Seine cruise and dinner and
reserved seating offered by the
president of France at the final
ceremony at the Arc d'Triomph.
It then visits Normandy’s Memo-
rial Museum in Caen, the Ameri-
can Cemetery, Omaha Beach,
Ste. Mére-Eglise, Utah Beach,
the German Cemetery and Bay-
eux. It then tours the Battle of
the Bulge sites in Belgium and
Luxembourg, and Remagen,
Germany, and ends in Germany
with a Rhine River cruise.

The cost is $3,700 per person,
double occupancy, and includes
12 nights’ lodging in first-class
hotels, breakfasts and most
meals, private reserved seats at
the Paris ceremony, private
wreath-laying ceremonies at the
Normandy American Cemetery
and Luxembourg American
Commentary, private VIP recep-
tions, banquet cruise in Paris,
private cruise of the invasion
beaches in Normandy, motor
coach transportation, tips and
Rhine cruise.

An additional five-day trip
visits Berchesgaden and Munich
in Germany. It costs $1,336 per
person, double occupancy.

The company also offers a
Cold War Commemorative Tour
and one- and multiple-day tours
of the D-Day beaches.

For details, go to the Web site
Wwww.ww2tours.com.

E-mail Travel

at travel@mail.estripes.osd.mil.

Calendar

COMPILED BY
JAYNE TRAENDLY
Special to Stars and Stripes

Listings are subject to change. It's
wise to check with the local tourist
board to confirm details of the event
before traveling.

AUSTRIA

‘www.austria-info.at
VIENNA: Easter market, through
March 23. Castle Schonbrunn
VIENNA: OsterKlang Festival,
March 18-28.
VIENNA: Johann Strauss ball,

h

larch 19.
HALL: Easter festival, March 19,
24-2

SALZBURG: Easter festival, March
19-28.

VIENNA: Vienna Festival, May
7-June 19.

BELGIUM

‘www.visitbelgium.com
NATIONWIDE: Anniversary of 175
years of independence, all year.
BRUSSELS, WALLONIA: Beer
2005, all year.

BRUSSELS: Festival of fantastic
film, through March 26.
BRUSSELS: Mini-Europe open,
March 19-Jan. 9.
NATIONWIDE: Flanders festival,
March 22-Oct. 23.

TOURNAI: Grand flower market,
March 25.

CINEY: F\ea market and antique
fair, March 25-28.

HERVE: Cavalcade, March 28.
Procession.

CZECH REPUBLIC

www.visitczechia.cz
PRAGUE: Easter markets, March
ril 8.

DENMARK

www.visitdenmark.com
BILLUND: Legoland open, March
19-Oct. 30.

ENGLAND

‘www.visitbritain.com

LONDON: Classicalive, March
18-23. Classical music and instru-
ments exhibit, Olympia.

Please visit our stand at the
Suttgart Bazaar at the tent

We have a fine and new
selection of Rosen Persian
Bidjars, Nains and Tabriz
Turkish, Pakistan and Oushak

New Flemish tapestry wall
hangings and pullaw cases.

“Superb Quali
—La%e Vanetyw

kies
-Big Sale
-Pléase compare prices and
quality before purchasing
Your carpets

March 18-19-20
Patch Barracks Stuttgart

GERMANY: In the mood for
a good carnival? Head to
Frankfurt’s fairgrounds on the
Ratsweg for the annual spring
Dippemesse, a tradition that's
been carried on since the 14th-
century ceramics markets.

From tomorrow until April
10, you'll find games, food and
high-tech rides, including
Europe’s biggest roller coaster
and others with names like
“Flying Circus” and
“X-treme.” Of course there are
gentler rides for children.
Fireworks open and close the
event. The carnival is open 2
to 11 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, 2 p.m. to midnight
Friday and Saturday and noon
to 11 p.m. on Sundays. Thurs-
days are famlly days with
tickets half pi

SPAIN: The days between
Palm Sunday and Easter have
a full schedule of processions
throughout the country as it
celebrates Holy Week, a tradi-

Best bets for the week

tion honoring the Passion
since the 16th century. The
bigger events are in the cities
of Salamanca and Zamora in
Castile, Calanda in Aragon and
Malaga, Granada and Seville
in Andalusia, with the latter
especially known for its pag-
eantry. In this city, 57 brother-
hoods of about 60,000 mem-
bers carry 116 floats with
decorated holy effigies from
their churches to the cathedral
and back in processions accom-
panied by drums and flamenco
songs. These processions,
which leave from the cathe-
dral at noon, can last between
four and 13 hours, depending
on how far the mother church
is from the cathedral. The
early morning of Good Friday
is especially recommended
with a procession of six broth-
erhoods and their images of
the Virgin Mary and the Mar-
tyr. For more details, go to
www.sol.com/en.

— JAYNE TRAENDLY

LONDON: Stitch 2005, March
31-April 3. Needlecrafts, Olympia.
BIRMINGHAM: Go Fishing, April
1-3. Angling fair.

IPSWICH: Railway Modellers Associ-
ation Open Day, April 2.

LONDON: Olympia music fair, April
2. Olympia.

LONDON: Festival of railway model-
ing, April 2-3. Alexandra Palace
ST. ALBANS: Interational Napole-
onic fair, April 3.

FRANCE

www.francetourism.com

METZ: Flea market, April 2, 16;

May 7, 21

DIJON: Florissimo, through March

20. Tropical plants and flowers.

LYON: International fair, March
8-27.

MARSEILLE: Carnival, March 19.

NICE: Gourd festival, March 27

PARIS: Film festival, March
8-April 4.

GERMANY

www.germany-tourism.de
MUNICH: Strong beer season,
through March 20. Lowenbrau
Keller.

NURNBERG: Easter market,
through March 28.

HAMBURG: Dom, March 18-April
17. Camival

HEIDELBERG: Long night of the
museums, March

FRANKFURT: Dlppemesse‘ March
18-April 9. Camival on fair
grounds.

HAMBURG: Spring festival, March
18-April 17.

STUTTGART: Long night of the
museums, March 19.
NEU-ANSPACH (Hessenpark):
Easter egg market, March 19-20.
BENSHEIM: Irish music festival,
March 20.

BRANDENBURG: Easter medieval
spectacular, March 26-2!
ROTHENBURG AM TAUBER:
Shepherd's dance, March 27.

What are you going to do with your kids this summer?

{ !‘ Camp California

The very first American-style summer camp

located on the sunny coast
For children aged & - 1

of the Adriatic in Croatia.
6 with good English,

from Europe and the world.
What your child can expect:
* Structured, safe environment
+ English as the official camp language
+ Cohesive cabin groups with mixed naticnalities
* Trained counselors from the US and Europe
+ 1:6 counselor to camper ratio

* Wide variety of waterfront ac!
* New Teen High Ad

* FUI

fivities and sports programs
venture Program!
N

For any questions or a sample of what the camp s like, visit:

www.CampCalifornia.com 5=

CCusA

Or e-mail us at: Info@CampCalifomia.com

ccusa

HEIDELBERG: Spring festival, April
1-30.

HUNGARY

www.hungarytourism.,
BUDAPEST Spring fesnval March

HOLLOKO Easter festival, March

IRELAND

www.travel.ie

DUBLIN: St. Patrick's Day festival,
through March 20,

ITALY

wwwi.italiantourism.com
FLORENCE: Explosion of the cart,
Ma 7.

VENICE: March 27. Fun runs.

NETHERLANDS

www.holland.com/uk

THE HAGUE: Holland art fair,

March 24-28.

LISSE: Keukenhof gardens open,
a May 20.

SCOTLAND

www.visitscotland.com
GLASGOW: Inlemauonal comedy
festival, through Mal

EDINBURGH: Easler festwal
March 24-28.

HAWICK (Borders): Reivers festival,
March 25-27. Historical festival.

SPAIN

'www.tourspain.co.uk
NATIONWIDE: 400th anniversary of
Don Quixote, through 2005.
BARCELONA: The year of food,
through March 2006.

ELCHE: Palm procession, March

20.
NATIONWIDE: Holy Week, March
20-27.

SWITZERLAND

www.switzerlandtourism.ch
LUCERNE: Easter festival, through
March 20.

GENEVA: Hot-air balloon festival,
through March 20.

Book online

www.abctravel.de
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MILITARY UPDATE

Tom Philpott

Lawmaker: All vets aren’t equal

VA chairman says new generation comes with new health care needs

ep. Steve Buyer, R-Ind., the new
chairman of the House Veterans Af-
fairs Committee, says the medical
and rehabilitation needs of a new
generation of war veterans leave him more
certain than ever that Congress erred in 1996
‘when it opened VA health care to any veteran
willing to pay modest fees.

“While some veterans’ organizations like to
create a theme, that ‘A veteran is a veteran
[and] there is no difference, I disagree,” said
Buyer (pronounced boo-yer).

A decade ago, in the wake of a Persian Gulf
War that saw relatively few U.S. casualties,
the Department of Veterans Affairs went
back to worrying about an aging patient popu-
lation and underused VA clinics and hospitals,
Buyer said. Those concerns, along with wish-
ful " thinking about the VA billing employ-
er-provided insurance plans for the cost of
care, led Congress to open VA facilities to vet-
erans neither poor nor disabled.

Time has shown that to be a mlslake. Buyer
said. Today, the VA has $3 billion in “uncol-
lected debt” for health care rendered that in-
surance companies have not paid.

“And we find ourselves now in protracted
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and the war on
terror all over the world. So the sense from
1996 that we could open up the VA to protect
the bricks and mortar because of a declining
population of veterans,” Buyer said, is re-
placed by “the reality that we have more veter-
ans now that have to come into the system.”
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Buyer’s comments came in an interview for
this column days after his committee voted to
impose an enrollment fee of $230 to $500 a
year on 2.4 million veterans in priority catego-
ries 7 and 8 — those who are not poor and
have no service-connected disability.

In January, Republican leaders removed
Rep. Christopher Smith, R-N.J., as committee
chairman for being too close to veterans
groups, too supportive of expanding benefits
and too dismissive of Bush administration
plans to slow VA spending and impose fees on
low-priority veterans.

New chairman Buyer, 46, is a blunt-spoken
attorney and Citadel graduate who was de-
ployed in the first Gulf War as an Army Re-
serve lawyer. With oversight responsibility
now for the second-largest department in gov-
ernment, Buyer said he has three short-term
priorities:

B Re-focus VA health care on its “core con-
stituency” of service-disabled, indigent and
special-needs veterans.

M Develop a “seamless transition” process
for veterans moving from active duty to VA

So far more than 10,000 have been
wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan and as
many as 100,000 could have post-traumatic
stress dlsorder, Buyer sald “The VA needs to
prepare to receive them.

B Improve VA rehablllmn'un and vocational
training to ensure that even the most severely
injured veterans return to rewarding lives.

“For a lot of years,” Buyers said, “it was,
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‘Here’s your check. Good luck in your life.
And if you find it in a bottle, we'll try to get
you in a program.’ I want the system to be far
more personal.”

Buyer also said he expects a new bipartisan
Veterans’ Disability Benefits Commission,
which will hold its first meeting soon, to re-
view whether Congress went too far on allow-
ing concurrent receipt of military retirement
and VA disability payments. Buyer said that
as chairman of the House subcommittee on
military personnel a few years ago, he “found
$25 million” to lift the concurrent receipt ban
only for 100 percent, combat-disabled retir-
ees.

“Little did I realize that my care and con-
cern would be so enveloped” by politics, he
said, and the ban quickly lifted to benefit a
few hundred thousand retirees, many having
no combat-related disability.

Buyer also expects the commission to con-
sider whether to change the way disability rat-
mgs are set or to nghlen the definition of “ser-
vice-connected” injuries or ailments.

“There is something bothersome in the sys-
tem where you can have a soldier blow out his
knee from a roadside bomb and end up with a
disability that's the same as a guy who blew
out his knee sliding into home plate at church
league softball on Sunday,” said Buyer. “Is
that the type of disability system that is just
and fair?”

To comment, write Military Update, P.0. Box 231111,
Centreville, VA 20120-1111, e-mail milupdate@aol.com
or visit www.militaryupdate.com

ID theft protection

WASHINGTON — Amid ris-
ing anger over thefts of person-
al data, lawmakers Tuesday
urged limits on the sale of So-
cial Security numbers and
other confidential information.

“I personally see no soclallv
redeeming value in anyone
ing the right to market or use
Social Security numbers and
other personal information
without my _approval,” said

Rep. Joe Barton, R-Texas,
chairman of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee, ina
written statement.

ongress has considered ban-
ning the sale of Social Security
numbers before, but legislators
are now rallying around the
idea in the wake of a series of
security breaches that gave
identity thieves access to re-
stricted information kept by
data brokers ChmcePoml Inc.
and LexisNexi

ChalcePoml Chlef Executive
Derek Smith, making his first
appearance before lawmakers
since the scandal erupted last
month, agreed at the hearing

support, for example, “a single,
reasonable, nationwide manda-
tory notification requirement”
under which companies would
tell consumers when their data
had been released improperly.
ut Smith and LexisNexis
President Kurt P. Sanford re-
sisted the idea of a ban on the
sale of Social Security num-
bers. Sanford pointed out that
the numbers can help banks
verify that transactions are le-
gitimate and help debt collec-
tors make sure they are dealing
with the right person.
From wire reports

Present, accounted for

Presenting well in public is an
important skill many of us over-
look as employees, says Eve Guern-
sey, CEO of JP Morgan Asset Man-
agement, Americas. She’s sent
along a few tips:

W Volunteer to do it. Very few of
us relish getting up and addressing
large groups. We get nervous, it’s
unusual, etc. Do it anyway.

W One or 400. The ability to ef-

fectively present an idea to one cli-
ent or 400 is the same. Be comfort-
able before either audience.

M Delivery. For women, speak
in a lower tone than normal to
draw in the crowd and retain their
attention.

W Take a course. Public speak-
ing can be improved. As your re-
sponsibilities in the company
change, so should your presenta-
tion style, Guernsey said.

From The Associated Press
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While more people turn to elec-
tronic tax filing, there are still
some who prefer to go a more tac-
tile route by consulting a tax
guidebook. With every new tax-fil-
ing season comes a new line of
books designed to aid taxpayers
with the filing process and inform
them of any tax code changes.
Here is a sampling of some of
x the new editions:
% M “How to Pay Zero Taxes,
2005 edition,” by Jeff A.
Schnepper, ($16.95) — compre-

Resources for tax time

Money tip of the day

ants and Sensibility

hensive guide to tax breaks, tax
code changes, deductions and tax
planning.

B “JK. Lasser’s Your Income
Taxes 2005,” (816.95) — features
include tax rules and deductions,
filing tips.

W “Taxes 2005 For Dummies,”
(816.95) — covers how to fill out
forms, capital gains, deductions
and planning for the new tax

ear.
W “The Ernst and Young Tax
Guide 2005,” ($18.95) — is loaded
with information on tax filing, re-
tirement planning and education
saving account contributions.
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Commonwealth Games baton begins trek

Elle set the 2006 Ce Gam
baton off on its yearlong journey to the Australian hosl
city of Melbourne.

The Australian

model carried the Queen’s baton
. through the gates of Buckingham
Palace on Monday before handing it
to 2000 Olympic 400-meter champi-
on Cathy Freeman.

Queen Elizabeth II put a micro-
| chip containing her message to ath-
letes competing at the games from
March 1526, 2006, into the
f high-tech baton, which also contains
two miniature cameras and a

GPS tracking device.
| The technology will allow the ba-
ton’s progress to be followed on the
Internet as it is carried by thousands
of runners on its 110,000-mile relay through all 71 Com-
monwealth nations.

-~
Macpherson

Essence Music Festival prepares lineup

Frankie Beverly and Maze will close out the 11th annu-
al Essence Music Festival July 1-3, as they have every
year since the festival began.

The 2005 festival will kick off a yearlong celebration of
the 35th anniversary of Essence magazine, a lifestyle pub-
lication aimed at black women.

Along with familiar acts, festival organizers also have
booked some of urban music‘s brightest new stars for the

“party with a purpose,” in the Louisiana Superdome.

Joining Aretha Franklin on the stage will be Alicia
Keys, John Legend, Ruben Studdard, Destiny’s Child,
Kanye West, Teena Marie, Fantasia, Lionel Richie, Mo~
Nique and Kem.

Beckham preparing for life after soccer

English soccer star David Beckham unveiled plans
Monday for The David Beckham Academy, which opens
this summer next to the Millennium Dome in east Lon-
don, where he grew up.

“There is that certain
kind of buzz when you
step on a football pitch,”
Beckham said. “I want
to be able to get that
same kind of buzz with
the soccer school.”

“Pll play up to the
point where I feel my
legs are getting too old
and I can’t do it anymore
at the top level,” he
added. “When that time
comes, that's when I'll

go into the soccer
school.”
After this  season,

Beckham has two years
remaining on his  con-
tract with Real Madrid.
He arrived at the club 20
months ago, and he’s

England and Real Madrid soc-
won nothing. He'll turn cer player David Beckham plays
30 in May, and he knows  with a soccer ball as he launch-

Madrid fans are demand-
ing and impatient.

“I'm happy at Real
Madrid and want to stay
at Real Madrid as long as I can,” he said. “But in football
and life, you never know what is going to happen.”

es the David Beckham Academy
in London.

Concert to be held for tsunami victims

Andrea Bocelli and other top Italian musicians will per-
form in a concert next week to raise funds to help victims
of the tsunami in Sri Lanka.

The March 21 concert will be held
at the Forum di Assago in Milan.

The agency said on its Web site
that it would distribute funds raised
in the concert to help tens of thou-
sands of people who have been dis-
placed in Sri Lanka following the
Dec. 26 tsunami.

“We welcome this event ... to as-
sist the internally displaced people
in Sri Lanka who have experienced
not only the effects of a protracted
civil conflict, but now a natural disas-

rer as well,” 'said James Lynch, head
of the UN. High Commissioner for Refugees in Sri
Lanka.

Bocelli

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Judas Priest's
Rob Halford takes
the stage and is
greeted by a
thunderous ovation
at the Stadthalle

in Offenbach,
Germany, on Friday.

RAYMOND T. CONWAY
Stars and Stripes:

The Metal God

Judas Priest singer Rob Halford praises U.S. troops
as the band kicks off its world tour in Europe

BY RAYMOND T. CONWAY
Stars and Stripes

egendary metal singer Rob
Halford is back with a ven-
geance, once again com-
manding center stage with
the reunited British heavy metal pio-
neers Judas Priest.

More than 4,000 leather- and
denim-clad heavy metal maniacs
packed the Stadthalle in Offenbach,
Germany, as Halford and band
mates Glenn Tipton,
KK. Downing, Ian
Hill and Scott Travis
ripped through an ex-
two-hour,

The intensity of the
band and crowd was

world. T fully support what they’re
doing,” he said.

Halford, who cites San Diego as
one of his favorite hangouts, said he
became friends with many sailors
and Marines from the nearby Navy
bases and the sprawling Camp
Pendleton.

“I've spent a lot of time in America
and have several friends in the U.S.
;nil(iitary all over the world,” said Hal-
o

rd.
GIs have always been big fans and

&k Right now, I have friends serving
in Iraq, onboard the USS Stennis and
in Guam, and the work they are doing
is incredibly important, not only for

tim of Changes” from the “Sad Wings
of Destiny” album.

One German fan, who identified
himself only as Stefan, had tears run-
ning down his cheek as The Metal
God delivered a bone-crushing
scream in the song’s finale.

“I'm a grown man, 36 years old,
but that brought tears to my eyes,”
he said after the show. “They hit
every note. ... Halford is just amaz-
ing.”

Servicemembers in Europe and

ill have a
chance to catch the
metal legends. Start-
ing Wednesday, Judas
Priest rolls through
the United Kingdom
for 11 shows.

From there, Priest

electrifying, as fr?]ns will make stops in Hol-
ranging in age from  America, but the entire world. I fully ol ity
to several classics p re doi Portugal and will wrap
Such as “Breaking the support what they’re doing. ¥y B il e
Law,” and “Living Rob Halford, Judas Priest singer ~ on April 17 with three

After Midnight” —

along with four killer cuts from the
band’s new album, “Angel of Retribu-
tion,” which was released March 1.

Backstage following the Offenbach
performance, Halford spoke with
Stars and Stripes and offered words
of encouragement for U.S. troops
fighting the war on terrorism at
home and abroad.

“Right now, I have friends serving
in Iraq, onboard the USS Stennis and
in Guam, and the work they are
doing is incredibly important, not
only for America but the entire

supporters of Judas Priest and Hal-
ford’s three solo bands: Fight, Two
and Halford.

“Everyone in the band supports all
[the troops], and we sincerely wish
them the best and a safe return home
to their families,” he said.

During the concert, Priest per-
formed several other standout
tracks, such as “Beyond the Realms
of Death” and an acoustic version of
“Diamonds and Rust.” The highlight
of the night came with the band’s

of “Vie-

dates in Spain. After a
short break, the band heads to Japan
and will play seven shows May 8-18.
Plans are under way for a North
American summer tour.

For information on tour dates, loca-
tions and tickets, see www.judasprie
st.com and concert listings in Sun-
day’s Stars and Stripes’ Scene maga-
zine. For lively metal discussion,
check out The Metal God’s Quorum
message board at www.robhalford.c
om

E-mail Ray Conway at:
nway ¢
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Horoscope

In his efforts to bring Christianity
to the Irish people, St. Patrick, for
whom this day is celebrated, was
known to have incorporated
Irish rituals into his teach-
ings. One result is the Celtic
cross, Patrick's melding of
the sun, exalted by the Irish,
and the Christian cross. In
keeping with the holiday,
find innovative and familiar
ways to communicate.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(March 17). You tum into
a high-powered magnet,
attracting just what you
need. The trick is deciding
that you need beautiful
people, things and situations in your
fife! Career shifts this spring help
facilitate personal changes. Your
family finally accepts an aspect of
you in June. Aries and Taurus give
you adventure, but romance with a
sweet Scorpio intoxicates.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Once you start a project, dynamic
people start to join. Keeping these
folks interested requires that you
give them their “props” for what they
add to the mix. Become a compli-
ment-spewing machine.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Release — even if it means letting
out a blood-curdiing primal scream!
Bottled-up energy is eventually
detrimental. Too much time in a
windowless room is bad for your
soul. Find your patch of open sky to
stretch out under.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). A
rare encounter is featured. You're
face to face with the qualities you
appreciate but seldom experience:
stillness, tranquility, surrender. Are
you strong enough to give in?
There’s nothing to lose but your own
baggage.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Something you were unable to
accomplish yesterday is now quite
doable. All you need is the guts to
try again. With more than your usual
exuberance, you can convince a
VIP to join your team.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You're
like a cat playing with string. You
consciously know that nothing will

5

Holiday

come of the activity. This string is no
match for you and will never be
conquered or killed in the end. But
isn't the exercise fun?

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Return to your childhood fantasy. It's
more plausible than ever
now. In fact, all impossi-
ble scenarios are possi-
ble today, for no other
reason than this: You are
choosing to see problems
as opportunities.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). The de-
mands that are made of
you are tedious, menial
and, quite frankly, be-
neath you. (You're nota
robot!) However, it's your
attitude that can trans-
form a boring task into a Zen exer-
cise.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
When you're with that person who
makes your heart beat faster, the
whole world looks different. There's
amagical cast to the scene, as if
you're seeing things through colored
glass under a smiling sun.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Confidence will attract money
to you — or at least attract people
‘who have money. You have the
guts to greet anyone as though you
know that you're someone worth
Kknowing and knowing well.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Notions once deemed unsafe
or impractical now get another look.
You're not as concerned about
security as you once were, which
makes it possible to explore new
business options. Maybe you'll
dream up an idea for a movie.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
The situation calls for you to get
along with everybody. Everybody.
Even the person you have nothing
in common with, aside from the fact
that you are both carbon-based life
forms.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You'll run into the vain, gluttonous
and misguided. The natural tenden-
cy is to consider yourself superior,
but this gets you nowhere. Instead,
use the scenario as an opportunity
for you to practice humility.

Mathis

Creators Syndicate

Peanuts

HERE'S THE

FANTASTIC!

OR HAS SOMEONE
ALREADY SAID THAT 7

s oy Con

LOOK AT HOH PEOPE ARE.
PORTRAYED 1N COMIC STRiPS

Calvin and Hobbes

i

END THE MEN ARE MO BETIER
TUEYRE BEFUDDLED MOROKS.

ROl MOPELS

WAT D OF NSIDIGE SOk
PROGREMMING £ THS ™ 1O
WONDER THE YERLDS Su b
MESS! T DEMAND POLITICRAY
CORRECT, MORNAX UPLIFTING
N THE TURVES £

E3. WE AL KNOW Vo SO
EOE MODELS ARE

LT xS
A Cartins PR
pefesiy

BE oV THINIGNG
AGOUT HANING A
\ASECTOMN, SoN?

Jump Start

M WIFE 16 HAVING

TWINS, SO T'VE

CGONE TEMPRARIN
INSANE!

NO! T HEAN, TTHINK
'rES!IMﬁN E%Ezam
SHLAEER | ON TR
@
=
N
VNIANS FEELNG ) 1 [
A LITLE THREATENED. — —
[———‘J Eiecteas m o
|\ Caeermrs semy | )& e
UNUAN'S ACTING QUT HER ) REMARKABLE
A A fia
1\ eceoren o o e eanoin
A FUELED SEPARATION ANXIETY.| | oF i
| B coverers ol At
= || e ¢
3 | L]
o
POTiS TEACHER SPARTICIPATES APPARENTLY, SHES l
WROTE A COMAENT |( 100 MOCH IN BEEN MAKING SUGGES-
ON HER REPORT CLASS! TIONG ABOLT WAYS TO |
CARD. IMPROVE THE QUALITY |
) OF TEACHING ! l
» !
2 - ¥
= H
= P &
£
S
E 3-17
SARGE WAS 1 [ BEETLE musT HAVE <P
LOOKING FOR i seEN sARGE L5,
BEETLE/ £
H
> H
= H
‘s H
[ £
= H
3 H
-]
Or THIS TIAE PRETEND | CINE. ME A Fawwd $l T wonoer now
T'M A SQUIBRE L SECOMDS’ HEAD START H MANY ACORNS
. AND THEM TRY TO F| HE HAD TOEAT T
5 HEREE R
g
&
2 !
L 5
= H
& g

M Go

£
BABY Stower JJ o
LAA!

Better or Worse

TR

INA CHECK

HERES A NICE. WHOA! Five
SRer A Y >
BUCKS? How
ooRnoR7) ( PERFECT AN A CARD



Thursday, March 17, 2005

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 33

1Toub You To STRETeH

FOR FIVE MINUTES, AND

YoU STRETCHED FOR 10.
|

I ToLb You PRACTICE

WAS
You WERE HERE AT 2130,

Foxtrot

B.C.

1 Tolb You To RUN
FOUR LAPS AND You

Go1 Aicyes

oo b Tuzmm.eums TO ANY NEWS, SO
OMOREOW,
\

Baby Blues

THE BAD NEWS 1 TAT 3 CRVT FERD OF LISTEN
TUAT MEANS NO TELEVISION.
UNTIL TWE TRIBL 15 OVER.

TVE WEARD OF CRUEL AND UNYSUAL
POMISMMENT, BUT TS 16 TUE FIEST TIME
TNE SEEN {TWALCTED ON THE TURORS,

THAT'S ENOUGH,
SPIDER-MAN, TVE
SOMETHNG O SHow,

6 TIME FOR EVERYONE
TG MEET OUR MOVIE'S
SUPER-VILLAIN?.

=
]
=
-
)
2
=
v
QUWOULOOK AT ZE WORIIG A OH DEAR, SOMEBODY T+ 527
RDASHE CAN &um AVERY, wsToR
BAD OB/ AT
OFFICE
2
5
£
-} 1
] H
H g
g| couLb you r
BERCEANT L atiean, aw |
3 UG .
Zglécg&%ég;tﬁ A 5| HE IS AVATL-  STIXTH 4 S0 FAR
RSO e 3| ABLE N THE  BETLEEN |3 20 600D
AND 15 OTHER pEOPLE. || NEXT SIX 8:35 AND |y
| MONTHS? 0. 5 ||
| 4
8 £
© i i
s % g
2 L~ i H
2 s :—<

DEEINITELY

Vm-r/ YF%EMD 7 LT

FOER
Jy

DION'T THAT SOUND LIKE
MY WIFES VOICE 2

X uou RE FASTER
N 20U LOOK

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across Down 25 Recognize
1 Detail, for short 1 Herring's kin 26 Early birds?
5 8-Across, for one 2 Fountain 27 Dryer
8 Nora's pet of music collection
12 Argonauts’ patron 3 Piccadilly statue 28 Toronto
13 Mess up 4 House of team
14 32 Sled
15 On 5 “10” star 33 Bureau
16 Speedwagon 6 Refinable rock 35 Doctrine
letters 7 Bad pun 36 Elfh
17 Genie’s hideout 8 Extemporize other
9 Mariner 38 Old hat
18 Craving 39 Fir firm
20 “Yeah, right!” 10 Highland (\l/xa’\)my
22 Surprised chapeau PR
26 Knee counterpart 11 Mont Blanc, e.g. 3
29 Irritate 19 Like 6-Down :4 IL’arhamentanan
30 Director Howard 21 Kenny G's “ »‘onguggs i
31 It's good instrument — Camera
23 “Dynasty” 46 You can't
for a breather ynasty
actress stand to
32 Train component
33 Showroom 4 “It's Impossible” have one
singer 48 Guitar's kin
sample g
34 Wildebeest Answer to Previous Puzzle
35 Charged bit
36 Pointer
37 Resigns
40 Predicaments
41 Not quite all
45 “Woe is me!"
47 Rickety ship
49 0ld woman’s
home?
50 “The Say
Hey Kid"
51 — out a living
52 Have coming
53 Basilica area
54 Roulette bet
55 Disencumbers

317 CRYPTOQUIP

P XNHPNON PV QLYNLTN

ANYLHPQENQ S JLLV, EN

QELFHA BNC PT CJLFXHN

VL] NSONQAJLRRPTB.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF AN L.A. BASEBALL
PRO HAS A KNACK FOR SKETCHING PICTURES,
IS HE AN ARTFUL DODGER?
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: J equals R
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Son lets girlfriend walk on him

Dear Abby: wy 25-year-old
son, “Mitch,” and his live-in
girlfriend, “Mimi,” just became
engaged, and I'm really worried.
They met in college, where Mimi
admits she went to “get her

S

‘When Mitch took a job
in another state and
started working on his
graduate degree, Mimi
tagged along. At first she
had her own apartment.
But since she “couldn’t
afford” a car, Mitch
drove her to and from
work every day. Then
she got a job where he
worked, and they began
having lunch together
every day to the exclu-
sion of co-workers.

‘Two years later, Mimi
still has no car of her own in a
state where cars are a necessity.
In addition, she’s “just so tired”
after her “long” 7%5-hour day
that she “just can’t manage to
cook,” so they either go out or
Mitch does the cooking, too.

Abby, my son is lean, outgoing,

Dear Abby

into sports and martial arts.
Mimi is obese and lethargic. She
constantly complains about her
aches and pains and other peo-
ple. She has no hobbies and
spends every night watching
television.

I'm afraid this is somehow my
fault. Mitch’s mother
was “high mainte-
nance.” I modeled
caretaking for him in
his early years when
she and I were still
married, but never to
this extent. 'm desper-
ate to have a father-son
talk about the path
Mitch seems to be
heading down, but I
also know I risk alienat-
ing him, maybe perma-
nently. Should I keep
my mouth shut, or what?

— Panicked Pop in Pawtucket

Dear Panicked Pop: Talk to
your son, but make

which fostered her dependence
on you — and which Mitch
seems to be mirroring with Mimi.
However, do it with a light touch,
and with none of the contempt
for her that you have displayed
in your letter — or it could, in-
deed, negatively affect your
relationship with your son.

Confidential to My Irish

Readers: an Irish prayer:

Take time to think, It is the
source of power.

Take time to play, It is the
secret of perpetual youth.

Take time to read, It is the
foundation of wisdom.

Take time to be friendly, It is
the road to happiness.

Take time to love and be loved,
It is the privilege of the gods.

Take time to share, Life is too
short to be selfish.

Take time to laugh, Laughter is
the music of the soul.

sure that when you do, it is not
perceived as an attack on his
fiancee. Instead, discuss the
‘mistakes you made during your
marriage to Mitch's mother,

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Allow wife’s indirect input on mom

Dear Annie: My wite
has a very good relation-
ship with my mother.

Mom always has val-
ued my wife’s opinion
and often asks her for
advice.

Mom recently entered
anursing home, and
there are decisions that
must be made regarding
her care and future. The
problem is that my sib-
lings feel my wife has no
place in these discussions, includ-
ing giving me her opinion. I've
made it clear that my wife’s
place is to help me with her
advice during these difficult
times.

1 do not want to create a rift,
but I value my wife’s views, and
I feel that Mom would want her
involved, given their close rela-
tionship.

T would like to think this is
what marriage is all about — to
act as a team in good times as
well as bad. Am I on the right
track here?

— Mom’s Son
Dear Son: Yes and no. The

Annie’s Mailbox

decisions about your
mother’s care should
be made by her and
her children, together.
If Mom wants your
wife involved, she
should say so to your
siblings. If she is inca-
pable of expressing this
desire, your wife
should not involve
herself directly.
However, your sib-
lings should not be
telling you whose sup-
port and advice you can seek on

your own.

Dear Annie: My wife and 1,
along with our three young chil-
dren, just moved back to my
home state. We have not yet
found a home, s we are staying
with my parents. My father is the
problem.

Dad always has had a gruff,
critical personality. On several
occasions, he has yelled at my
children for flimsy reasons, like
not picking up the phone before
the third ring, leaving the remote

control on the floor and not clean-
ing the hair out of the shower. All
three of them are scared to be in
aroom alone with him.

Dad opened his home to us,
and I don't feel it's my place to
criticize his behavior.

— Bark Is Worse Than His Bite
in The Southeast USA

Dear Bark: Your father is unac-
customed to your presence, and
he expects a certain amount of
order in his home. There’s no
reason your children can’t pick up
the phone sooner, return the re-
‘mote to its proper place and clean
the hair out of the shower. Howev-
er, the yelling is unnecessary.

Tell Dad he frightens the chil-
dren when he raises his voice, and
if he will ask more calmly, they
will do their best to cooperate.
Then tell your children to be re-
spectful of Grandpa, and remind
them that he isn’t used to having
children underfoot.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
esmail t, or write

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
M ‘by Henri Amold and Mike Argirion
Unscrambie these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

ILETT

Any letters
for me?
/

©2005 Tribune Media Services. Inc
Al Righis Reserved.

YOOTS

| forgot to
bring them

FLYTAL
AL

NOISOP

L

THE JOCKEY'S MAIL
DIDNT ARRIVE
BECAUSE IT WAS——-
N/

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.

L]

VYV 17 20 720 2 B
el 10000
DA A A NA A N A

(Answers tomorrow)

Vesterdays | Jumbles: GORGE FOCUS DECENT RAGLAN

Answer.  Why the robbers headed for the seashore ~

THE COAST WAS “CLEAR"

Family Circus

to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

reators Syndicate

Dennis the Menace

O, 00K, MARTUA, |
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TS YOUR LITTLE FRIEND
AND HES CARRYING
A LETHAL WEAPDN."

©Gary Larson

The Far Side

Quasimodo ends his dav.

“It’s a smoke detector. It’s for when
my dad is cooking dinner.”
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HD ‘97 883 Hugger, Custom

Hame pain it Gosion pane,

3000 "mies $7500 " cvo’ cal
401655

HD svonsl:r 01, 833 Custom,

Many ‘exiras, barely fidden 1800

ed Sxcglorl copgion seers

fice) 5800 “USE™ 886
573

Nondl Goldwing 01 1200
S oot Blatk Rt 4

S, hv;uzsmﬂ.‘ o
i i
Eb

Hyosung 04 125cc Streel legal
and great for dil and trals. 10
MPH. Loss than §1.000 mils on
053 65 after 1900 hrs, Price Is

52,000 not negotiable
Kawasaki ERS00 2002 . ouro

5 o lowered st
heated gips, crash bars. § 4
obo. nusxmuws 1001690

atad e 0 e
S Ve Q3o
| S, 10
e
A
%ot
B s
oo S0 s
s yion % s
gyl e, % She
e
o g
iy iied B
e S i Sorch
St e e
ot

Kawasaki ZX-9R 01 4300 | &

miles, red-black, just been serv-

iced. Great bike, asking $5800
call 01799133145

Lookng for used crer syte

me. ger

old, max 25 0% mﬂes cal o

DSN 3514559

§Uz0K Ban %, us
ec 17k mi, many new

/\sw w0 100, oot ki, 3000
obo, Call 0176-20738644.

Surig Bandit S 600, S Spoc
Qnly 2Kl Bleck, YChro
arage' Rt Frolassionaly
Histotined Do Nowr vt
el Avaiabe g ien
ol i3

Sport Utility Vehicle 172

Jeep Grand Cherokee LTD
200, 36 4 V8 471 B
featrhedted Seate e
und. 1 o0

t3
ey
B el VO [
Dcdonalg eampmy
JEEP WANTED | JEEP CHER
O 2 CRANERD Breier:

60 Order, Wantad, G
Viaiing” Genilie) 1D Hoides
nh. Ter 06202 857 605

Jeep Wrangler 98 Sport 40 &
Gy gg000m, Hard and St
B85, CB Sotianar, AC 4.
&8 onation

$9,500. sdaﬁe%damem Sroa oSt

Land Rover 00 Discovery
5308 100K Gimtan lesther.
FOLEY Lo package

S0Und, rare Safar tack, 68K mi
‘$¥7K G0 0760 263-6982

Land Rover Discovery SE 97
foaded, s, cuel sumoot,

]

Nissan Xterra 00 Dark biuo
Automatic, " 'bower " windows,
doars Ao, B e res
03000 " iles. Two. 12k
!umoom ang amp, §7500
BBE™ Bedeie0itio or
845271

N o 002 15 Spec
Ve 8, Rile. <1500 Cal

Rover 4xd

Toyota RAV4 02, US Spec Dk
Gt o all. atach S0

ailont “Cond. $15935 obg
S

VW Touareg, 2004, V-8, Biue,

19000 ““miks. factory 18"

whicels, Igaiher, perfect” condi-

12 o
oy $36,995. §162-296-6240

Trucks 174

a Tagoma TAD Liiteg

SR, o6 Ve s,

scsenr onendss b

Ve Ao Siamanc gzbn/n&;n
RIS

vm;

" AN
Sport Uti yVe icle 172
BUW X304 US Specs, 6 spoed
708 s 36,500 peass | a
cal 00636 659575 e meg)
BMW X5 3.0/ 2004 white, sand
ieaiher. U3, specs, auto trans,
Salinae, SErs oo o
pow

oo ubber mar,
i e
$57500 00 0703

Chevy Trail Blazer 2004 north
ace_ slon. i s, Tuly
loaded, champagne siver-ext,
Sage . iien o s e, vt
specs. 'S30.000 ' obo  jerell
(89)340.522.8502

Chevy Trailblazer 04 LS 4 X 4
duita motaic Excollnt Con-

it o mies
meos ey ™
Chew $10 Bz 15 13

odnch

et waggoner @us army.mil

Chevy $10 Blazer LS 43

Vartek v ixa 5B Guodr\oh
a2 Champ s, custom il

B e mnss xssou
Soniaet Na gone
7742€16.1564 or oma nalha—
il waggonor @ s amy mil
Chevy_Tracker 101 45K mies
color"Bue”Excaten Condilon
eat. ol
Cona, S8t nsp 46,006
55 &l Bave 15T BF16878
Ford Explorer Sport Trac 04
sl fiomaic 3000 fes:
i winter tres. $20.000 obo.
Gl barbara 017620117456

Toyota Tacoma _ 4xd 2005
dcaball _opt 26,000 obo
017:0367-1684 o 4662242

Auto Parts 180

235/45YRI7XL _ Pirell _ Tires
{dea) Preli ira nigh portom
mnmnon ncar 76 mie) 55
gach, (were §200 each). Fob
DSN | 4847225
06301-795

- | 8 Contnental conniterGon:

tact 195/63R15 fires on Audi
Time, 8530, 08080.57-861

Ml Enorgy MXVa_plus
ires, 20: 16, set
Bt oo pevet st Onpinl
Eqgpment on 3 Sores

$122 each retail,_asking $375
forthe set of 4, 08720951748
Need 1995 Isuzu, Rodeo part
any im0 spprecatea Repii
0162-163-036¢
£l e 14 rme, 52100

ol §5000bo, 0175-907-6742.
tres 15in used , set of 4
dodge,neon. $30. pleaso call
0715-753-228

2
B

Child Care Offered 290

Experienced Nanny _English

efman speakig, oxcol Bofren-
ces call 0

Noad _dopendablo _ chidearo?

Live-out nanny accepts kids of

all ages. Kitzingen Area, please
Call Heldi 01608042445

Household ltems 560

2 beautiul brand new hand

300006 par rug or 700,008 for
boih, call 06307401208 or
01759199427

German wardrobe - fight wood,
veminors, 2m 70, S600_obo.

Child Care Wanted 300 e

Wanted- Responsible and m:
o babysitr for well benave
7 year old chid i Baumholder
Vesty wee e Eam i

i with proaf of A
o Bel Tk cechahnn tA]
067831892155, 6.9 P

Live in Nanny_wanted for
Syear. ma cnld, Engiah speak.
ing, exp. proferred, = call

01737044421 01 0611-4200406

Collectibles 350

Intorested in buying Hummel
figurines in. _original _ boxes.
please call06223-86287 1

Computers 360
512mb RAM from my Sony Vaio
Ty s S o e
8 e oSk 3185, o
06301 7054

* NO MO NEY DOWH!

» LOW PARITERITS!
1

Phone: 0700 2832 2255
WWw.goarmypc.com

CD-RAW Bumer Extomal
PONGTA To g6 wih aFiops
cames it €O buming <o

are. $40 Rob DSN dsi- 72
et

IDSN Modem build by AGFEQ
forsale, $10000 el Mat

NEC Superscr\v\ 660
Printor 6001600 ot per inch
black and_white laser printor.
w cos pining compared o
50 Fob DS
4847225, COM 06301-795-401
Wanted and qood running PG
el Goes T Feve R st
ware wil concider trading for
older PC and gating rid of m
rew pe i o softvare

Furniture 510

Antique Oak Drop Leaf tablo w 4
anlique oak_chais. _excellent
condion. - S50 obo. T
061981621

Antique Oak Drop Leaf Table

wid antique oak chairs. Excel-
fent “condition.  $500 or bast
offer. Tel: 06196-1621

Beautiful ltalian _kitchen,
Gamaniugle applances o
condiion a000)

s bt s, 10,0004, Wi
Daden area 49 171 5318658

washing machines and
For S s
See call 67755835533

< | Home Electronics 570

45' Mitsubishi _projection TV
wiremole control, Picture in
pictura and many other options.
Purchased 2 yrs. ago for over
$1200.00, dual ' voltage
(45wx50L) '$800.00  call
09841685919

computer_with_extra_monitor:
color printer 300, _stationary
bicycie'$100, stereo-$50, debor
ah 016091871799

v 32inch jve, nisc, 110v, bought
Jan 2003, new conditon, -13in tv
Vor Gombo ntsc, 110, $40. two
large capacty pouer ransiom:
ors, 1600w and 3000w $50 and
$7% "Tospecinon, pease. cal
0715-753-2283 o

Person to Person 800

Single Mom, attractive 33 years
old, independent & working
Mom, would like to meet a nice

t sngimom & hotmal com

Real Estate 850

Doule_house m.
rage, 3 bedrooms, large Iving
[dining area, buitin kichen, 2
baths, lols of siorage, prvate
back yard. 15 min from wiesba.
den' sirield. Asking 380,000
aros. call 06198-1821

Pets 820

2.yt old lemon beagle for sale.
8500 it exas house franed
wih i, please call

T52-
55402 ok or Miranca
21 od male puro bred Gelden
Relrieve wi papers. House
raned, very rndy. is Goo
pitn ciher dogs.  Comes wit
arge - kennel. . $200
edioress "aer ox or

01758156542 anyime
7o O Fullbrecd Malese
nizy (Female) wih medical
and shots. $250' call
Jessie 09641324058

«Purchase of listed pefs Is at

Apartment Unfurn _ 856

Modorn, spacious 3 Bedroom
flat (117 sqm), Darmstach cen-
5, Smie fo Lo Vilge &
Kelly Barracks. Baicony

ground parking. Euro, 460, pms
Uiiles, Available

o Simpson (06 44/ 7575
108101

Near Darmtadt goad lecation,

oo ap o singl or

coup\s !ur Tent euro 890 + 150

e Deposi  call
Di7a720181

Services Offered 952

Shky-Nails, Nailstudio &
Ry dy Piercing

lese_ yclosomputr _ncluced
Ridden 1 summer. $300. Al
Minoura Hyperim_ AlU indoor

rainer, $80. 0160-9265-7211

Apartment Furn 860

Stutigart & (Boebiingen)- Aptrmis
short or long term ., fum/unfum
call 01716400443 or email

Boer & Roweler puppes,
pure-bred, 0 we delver
048" 594265234 or
base13@wp.

‘Temporary lodging, eff apart-
ment, fully furn, near Leighton
Bks, Wuerzburg, Avail Now,
Calanytime 0173-3235091

Kenwood Speakers
away.7Speaker System 400
Wis. $200.00 Pioneer 25 Disc
CD” Player §75.00 Call-06151
339655

Sky sataite decoder with dish.
$500.00

Wiitary lems_720_| %
Siaylens 7|

mikary unfoms. now prs).
W bdus-(sr). dress blues-38r,

Gress groens.agr. best. offer

06301-7181-98, 4847852

Frepp i —
slff aiso Froo Maio Porerant-
an. 9 years od (no young Ks).
{6catdd in Gessen, Germany
110641-494:11530

Free 10 a caring loving home.

ke
09313507958 or 350-3800

me descented
Fertel wih cage. Contact Sarah
0171 985 6303

" | Musical Instruments 740

Ioanez RG Seres lectic qutar
wiln W
Dogy, Baura tosewoos Moer

400,00 Call 0175-596-7233

PCS Sale 780

AFN_decoders, sky_recsiver,
satelite dish toak quoen size

50, sony receiver $125, jvc 21
ot for § 100, 110228, 2 ovd
rs 525, compag apiop

25

Free fo VERY good home

ot of atenon Piease cal Ben
78

Glant Schnauzer pupples Sat
&Pepper, wormed, wih shotsé.
papers, iso pure' ShTzu, Pug

French 8ullCog pupe. ot

GOLDEN RETRIEVER - West
] Yoric

Religious Activities 871
GHURCH OF CHRIST STUTT-

“Your Home Away From Home*
INFO: 0711-712381  or
07113659210
Or 0711-6019025 or
07143961330

TOTALGYM exorcise oaup:
oxel. cond: few price

T e S o0 el cave

message O9ba1-403197

Nordeirac, ust o now, nod
1o sell as: g $150 obo.
{or mors nformation pleass cal
ms. tayior ai 06181-500-6701 or
dr 3266701

Nordic Tracker Walk Fit. Self
Powered Tread Mil. Almost new

condin. Greatfr he -
ed

rer 506

WINE SHIPPING
we ship wine, and ather
Bbeverages in small and

Church of Christ

Very convenient to Wiesbaden
fainz, and Anein Main Area.

Suney: i Stk 1000 At

Stucy 7:00 PM 06732837458
and 0162.8603016

large quantities
Free

Travel 1000

call” 01756435474 |

CHURCH oF CHRIST

Lorgil ng 23, Bie Study
0:00 AM., Worshi

1.0 AN ot o sontac
Bill Weger - 06105-277514

ames Walker -
06122-588628 Ui Mueller -
06128741124 Kaus Fries -
0611-949-078¢

“GARMISCH SKIING*

Torsthaus-cbera.de
BARGE HOLIDAYS IN
FRANCE
Ideal_for familles._and_groups,
Self-catering See us at

halred Dachsund anp\es m

papers/shols/dewormed

Shipped - for 'sale.  Cail

6056908120

Good home Igoking for o baby
fon Under 2 years old

oo, et area Foas

House Furnished 876

Dream Htalan Vacation house
Wi e 660, simmer SSGE.

tennis. mark rendina@ya.
Fooor photo (49)62-746- 9161

BE ONTOP NEAR GARMISCH
Cozy Granay Hooms, Apps,
t 40 per

call 062217379181 or emal
babydoll_shaybaby @ hotmail

Horse for Sale- Sorrel W:

tlood Geldng, 5 yr id, 15.20n,
2 monirs Piciessional Weeter
fenng Training- ol

.

House Unfurnished 878

2001 Dupplex for Sale, 4 bed
&5 baih hoat fr garcon . many

087345 57898 Mane Keste

45
Ooth1-6752174 hanua area
s 220 vol. $1090 each,
o 500, o tank. 9300
Vindow it ar condiioners. 1zn
w0t $19000 a, Call Am

Labrador/Golden Trever wih

Shots and deiuey 560 euos

G0de a5 05547 pup:
ppl

res 215-60-15 for sale set of 4

mounted on oem nissan rims
5000, 0172-778.7775

tros set offour lda 2055515
all & with 4 g
fims hat it miasan-honda i
porls §150.00, 0172-778-7779

Baby ltems 200

Step 2 Droam Castlo toddlor
bed with new matress- like new
S12s; Joep by three wheled
sirller 575 twin kea

n *Toia ploste can
Dee51.4339508

alfsoascn adal usodfor 1 yoar
o622

Jeep Cherokee 92 Laredo US
P 94,5“ miss, excefnt cnnﬁd
51456

Religious Activities

8m

Bicycles 20

o 16in Kids bikes good
condiion. $20 ca. please  call
715.753-2288  or

1 Adventist Military Worship Services in Europe

Join us for wonmp at (Pioneer
(Daenner Kaserne) Kaiserslautern,

ingen, ot the Adventist

Center,Johann Klotz Strae 13,
amMain, Germany.

For times and contacts call,

ail:
i

Kaserne) Han
Lason Barads)

Kitzingen, Womptin 5arcck) Heideoer:

Miltary Support
60528 Frankfurt

Wealso worship at Aviano AFB laly.

Book Stores 250 |sa

Various UMUC Textbooks in-
cludng _Biology, ~Psychology.
ibs,  Sociology. and_ many
more. All great conditon and
priced cheaper tan i vou by
at the Univ, Call: before 160
DSN: 3845962 Afer 1600-CIV:
0621-736.1759

Child Care Offered 290

English/Gorman/Siowakien
speaking, Nanry with expert
ce. 081700 hrs_Frisdborg
area. call 01759564370
Experienced Nanny and_Pet
sittr for Wigsbaden area, excel
Roferonces call 01632052500

For sale: 6 Bob Timberlake

wood Windsor chairs, two with

arms. 450 euro.  Call
4147721

telp move w/ own pickup i -n
Heideiborg
O160-0752:5129

ALE red metal bunkbed
twin on top, and full on botiom
100,00 red twin bed $50.00 call
0611-705-9277699  weisbaden

Halnerberg housing
for_sale, massive, solld oak,
rol-top computer desk _with
maching” e, mary” unigue
features. singed by the cralls-
han. $1:300. 56221 7512653
furniture-for sale-oak wardrobes
for sale-new:$275:3 f wide x2 ft
doep x 6 ft ighphone-0173-
6500275

sauder sel dresser wih mirror.

Sihesssiorns

WANTED - to buy _woode

Bunkbed for prefenably round

$15000 US' dollars  call
0611-705-9277609

Household Items 560

Washer and diyor, 220 v, ke

v uaed ol s
housing_ . only 1" year ‘o
washer s300.00 a.w o2y
isguar 330000, pald” 600
01758283084 v

ortable,
convemb\s SR8 vt

ecord piyors $300:1000) o
Crarge, goes p o doun

s 852 Bl anaie
et 500 e
Sadsrdes " M
moving sale al fems must go.
earetr g toon St
(hoss oo
Dot drssar (019 ood)
ane mch, more-cal
08550 4083

German bedrm set w/ mat $650.
metal loft beds kids w/_ mat

king s2 mat motot
ool i own(e $100, pati
bar tale 880, ods poo tvle &

1828 s«.mmq  punching

75, p

320‘ v swand S15. Gce catet
modam w/_splitr

oo sm call Getse7s2ie

in'han:

Lo of gyea« fems.for_sale

g iiisan
mo compaq presarc \aplnp

‘stod call 06181-6752174

S, e 8100, wanstomers
i condtionor 328

offor accopted 062026070942

Person to Person 800

Hi T @ midde age woman,
fike 10 meet a nice Man 40.5
years 0, | am singie you be to0
[fyou are interested In starting a
friendship please_email me:
rma@tonine.de.

Lookmg for & Kiten, prefeably
short har, fof not mueh money
{0811 76m-980.7h2e) el
iesbaden
Lost male cat hamemmq area, 2
yoars oig " Blackand” ray
Liiped ‘ih brown el Any
Infomatin pieace cal 0611-562
9872 Wiesbaoe

Music Lessons 918

Gutar losson fo budding ok
tar n the Wuerzburg ara. Cal
01702422082

Resume Service 928

BESUNE

CHING, Service

Wi palishadresumes.com
Tol: 09335.997648

Pekingese 18_months, very

lovely, fike *kids and"_other

animals, for_salo, please  call

after 3 pm. 01627-110880 ifs a
nice Bog with pap

Satellte Television 932

wantod-an decodor-0173-654-
0275

FRENCH RIVIERA
LUXURY APT
St westof S Toper o o
2. San o, ara
. roe Aevrace‘ S
700 pr ik Call703)c85 2815
or - mall comalm@

GARMISCH, fiatirooms

or 082153400, mal: 53400
w e e or
www 53400.com

Normandy B&8: D-Day bea
chos and lont st Mmha\ Visited

vanied a it pet dog for not
uch meney, does ot need o
B “purebred,.beagie - mix
Cockdr, or corg ETC... hat ype
call 927.7699 lve in ieisbaden
Wanied: fomale it prol
bly less than 6 mihs old wm
iy, piase cal
Wantog- male Persian cat ap-

a0 | Wantad: Mixed broed dog for

ioving Fame. puppy pvevmred
Contact " sha

Real Estate 850

Apartments and Homes for rent
in the Wiesbaden area please
call Tel 06122507943
Darmsiadt & bedr apo. win
St Kiehen, garien: 1160
‘eur wiilities call 06257-939868
operty Investors_Iooking for
property in e USA Far (49}

Sidewis &
101715105087

wanted —afn decoder and satel-
e dun. 0820227.58%0 .
01610:103-1

s Sate\lme TV gies you
00+ channels all in Engisn!
500 e on, 36 viewng

cards, "Sky & Sky receivers

6 0isd sombhe S ik

W skysal-europe.com

7 | Tutoing 46

Lookng for _ natve _ spanish
- | speaking _adult female - in
"irea for

CYCLETECHS

an ARFES coiracor, needs bke

eciars nd i ssaniis
alhefollwing ocat

el Manthe. e

Ansbach Bamburg and Wz Kastl

conversational practice. Please
il 0172.778-7778

Services Offered 952
SKY viewing
Card / Official Card

mobie 0172 6623208
or 0932

Jobs Offered 630

Sales Representative

Swords & Famsly Crest
s scdking iy

honest, Rep W travd
secund Baope asd sell in
Military exchanges. Grest
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- STARS AND STRIPES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

STRIPES CLASSIFIED

Jobs Offered 630

Jobs Offered 630

ManTech

Telecommunications and Information
Systems Carporation
MANTECH OPMAS-E
Vacancies / Mainenance Deparément

Specialist Automated Test Equipment TESY
LOCATION: Mansheim

Mt o s spses
orvipmare, of wtich e sl b develorg somputar programs used i ATE eguigment and 0o st
‘perience using computers in e Wicioes NT or 4 enemass. st b Associres digpee
10 BRCTAic o CheiTuricaior o e cope 36 0N Of A L1 5. MITary o G

Rogulsiton 446188

MIV/PHY BEAUTY SALONS (HD)

seeking

HAIRSYLISTS & NAILTECHS
d and with experience only

Tel: 0170-384-7657

Bengals RB Johnson

signs five-

The Associated Press
CINCINNATI — The Cincin-
nati Bengals signed running back
Rudi Johnson to a five-year con-

SKe™"  gorvice ana Sales Speciaist

email infolsk-sondermaschinen de

0 1 g0 wectioaks of i 24 mons st waiing oy

5. Spec. C-E Maintenance e
LOCATION: Mannieim

Tog apsbeant must have et years axerienco periomiog e highest hevel of depet rages on cigla
microweve o sysiemsiegupeent, m Asocaies degron In Beckonics Technoogy or Comouter
‘Science desirashie, and feee completed 35 morths of advanced miltary of subvelent chilan Taning in
i ek, Ik peviorms o highes ke of e o sysiem cown o compueen el
acccrpisti meor s e o et ek o ars: aees, ssbasseises; i
e s o oo CommumcatY e <t 0 @Dt o vGrs oyl Ttk
(BOKET). Aesponebiiies loclude but are nct limizd to inspeciing, iroutieshoaing, separing, modiying.

, vk, aeing, a3 L et

Reguisitien # §7378R

A ppicans must b LS. Cisna, qualy or cumenily hokd 8 LS. sacurdy cearance, and
™

Agoicars sk Vel Marich s wabsih ot wanmmasbich com
eformation o he JoqiTITs e ert

gkt f aaon
spumens
s o

‘orskEEIY, sEcty 800N 8 3 FEUSIN ¥ D0 BB e

ManTech is an EQ/A employer, W/F/DV urged to apply.

Data Analyst Position

Full-ime position with benefits in
Mannheim Germany, $24,000 per
year. Bachelor's Degree and five
years office exp required compiling
and analyzing data for Quality
Control Plan and productivity reports.
To apply contact:
Raobin Ultich
Human Resource Services
Unit 20233 APO, AE 09165 or
robin.ulrich@europe.ctcd.edu

TRAINING SPECIALIST

Andiews Federal Credit Union (AFCU), a
$S00million i tortal “financial sohutions”™

provider, with i 56-year history of serving those who

defend our freedom, has an excellent opportunity for

| o experience Training Specilist fo contribue fo
the continued suocess of its Overseas:

This position is responsible for providing direction, leadership,
implementing and evaluating truining programs for our

eas employees; fostering a environment while
developing staff product knowledge, sales performance and
problem resolution skills; and conducting employee develop-
ment efforts in support of the credit union's strategic plan,

The ideal candidate will possess the following:
= Bachelor's degree in Education, Finance or a related feld
= At least two years experience training in a financial

institution
= One year hands-an und dirvet chissroom defivery experience
with Focus on \a!n abilitie:
=Ei

s
dge of financial
= Ability to travel li: various branch locations throughout
Ew
= Professional presentation and excellent interpersonal skills
= Excellent verbal and written communication skills

AFCU offers competitive salaries and a comprehensive benefits
package fo include:
= Health, disability and life insurance

= Tuition assistance program
= Paid vacation and sick leave programs

How 1o Apply: {Applicants mist be able to verify U.S. Citiz
and not he in passession of a host country work permit.)
Cantact us for immedial r»ma.imuwmu

ding 1021

ne: Andrews Federnl Credit U n, Unit 29623,
APO, AE 09096

Attn: Beth Erickson

Fax Resume: 0611-978-7710

WWW, WSic

EOE - MIF/DVV

DO YOU WANT TO EARN
52000 OR MORE?
CONTRACTOR POSITION
OPEN:

Pick up: Fuerth
Drop of " Ansbach,
Katterback, llesheim

Delivery Times: Daily 0200-0501
Start Date: 01. April 05
For mare information please
contact:

Tom: 0172-67

STARSw#STRIPES.

Your Hometawn Nemspoper

for private party customers
starting March 1,2005,
Ads may be submitted
via post, fax, email, or in person.
Fax: Germany 06155-601-376
Qutside Germany +49 6155-601-376
D5N 349-8376
Email: freeads@mail.estripes.osd.mil

tract on , a year after
he set the team’s season record
for rushing yardage.

The contract replaces a
one-year, $6.3 million deal
Johnson signed on March 7 after
he was designated the team’s fran-
chise player on Feb. 15. Terms of

e new contract weren’t dis-
closed. He was paid $1.8 million
in 2004.

Johnson set a Bengals record
last season with 1,454 yards rush-
ing.

“He has been a very productive
player, as well as a winning per-
son, for our football team. He’s to
be commended for his part in
keeping the core of our offensive
unit together,” coach Marvin
Lewis said.

Johnson joins three other key
offensive players — quarterback
Carson Palmer and wide receiv-
ers Chad Johnson and T.J. Housh-
mandzadeh — who are signed
with the team through at least
2008.

Johnson'’s rushing total in 2004
broke the Bengals’ record of
1,435 yards set by Corey Dillon in
2000. Johnson also had 361 car-
ries in 2004, beating the mark of
340 Dillon posted in 2001

Johnson tied the team record
for 100-yard rushing games in a
season with five and led the Ben-
gals in touchdowns with

Browns sign LB Stewarl

CLEVELAND — The Cleve-
land Browns signed free agent
linebacker Matt Stewart to a
three-year contract Tuesday, giv-
ing coach Romeo Crennel anoth-
er option for his defensive
scheme.

Stewart, 25, started every game
last season for the Atlanta Fal-
cons, finishing second on the
team with 89 tackles. He also
made seven stops in two postsea-
son games.

Crennel is switching Cleve-
land’s defensive scheme to a 3-4
this season, making linebackers
an even more important commod-
i

ity.

The 6-foot-3, 232-pound Stew-
art, a native of Columbus, Ohio,
played outside linebacker for the
Falcons last season.

The Browns also re-signed free
agent linebacker Ben Taylor to a
one-year contract on Tuesday. He
started eight games in 2003, and
began last season as the club’s
starting weakside linebacker be-
fore hurting a chest muscle and
undergoing surgery.

Gibbs pays visit to former
No. 1 draft choice Brown

WASHINGTON — Joe Gibbs
wasted no time before starting a
pursuit of former No. 1 overall
draft pick Courtney Brown.

Within hours after Browns’ re-
lease by the Cleveland Browns,
the Washington Redskins coach
flew to Cleveland with defensive
line coach Greg Blache and had
dinner with Brown and Brown’s
wife Monday night, an official
within the league told The Associ-
ated Press on condition of ano-
nymity.

year deal

Sports briefs

The official said Brown is
scheduled to travel to Redskins
Park on Thursday, following a
visit with the Denver Broncos.

Brown, the first overall choice
in the 2000 draft, was cut by
Cleveland because he would not
renegotiate his contract. He
would have been due a $2.
lion roster bonus Tuesday
Browns General Manager Phil
Savage said he still hoped the
team could re-sign the oft-injured
defensive end.

Patriots re-sign OT Ashworth

FOXBORO, Mass. — Offensive
tackle Tom Ashworth, who
missed the second half of last sea-
son and the playoffs with a back
injury, re-signed Tuesday with
the New England Patriots.

The 6-foot-6, 305-pound Ash-
worth started 13 regular-season
games during the 2003 season
and all three playoff games, in-
cluding a 32-29 win over the Caro-
lina Panthers in the Super Bowl.

He started the first six games
last season before being placed
on injured reserve with a back in-
Jjury on Nov. 6. He has played in
23 games, with 19 starts.

Ashworth, 27, originally was
signed by San Francisco in April
2001 as an undrafted free agent
out of Colorado. The Patriots
signed him to their practice
squad in September 2001 and h
has been with the team since.

Most men’s tourney teams
failed to graduate 50 percent

ORLANDO, Fla. — A study
says 42 of the 65 teams in the
men’s NCAA tournament graduat-
ed less than SO percent of their
players.

The graduation rate statistics,
compiled in a study released
Tuesday by the University of Cen-
tral Florida, also found that wom-
en’s teams in the NCAA tourna-
ment continue to graduate play-
ers at a much higher level. The
numbers are based on athletes
who entered the universities from
1994 to 1997 and were or were
not able to graduate in six years.

If the NCAA’s new academic re-
form plan was in place, the teams
with less than 50 percent gradua-
tion rates would face penalties
that include loss of scholarships
and a ban on postseason play.

The NCAA has said penalties
won’t be issued until 2004-05
graduation data is included,
which will happen in the 2005-06
academic year.

Kwan off to shaky start in
figure skating championships

MOSCOW — Michelle Kwan
got off to a shaky start in her re-
turn to international competition
Wednesday with a dull and hesi-
tant performance in the qualify-
ing round in the World Figure
Skating Championships.

The uninspired effort left the
five-time world champion in fifth
place in her group, trailing Irina
Slutskaya, Fumie Suguri, Carolyn
Kostner and defending champion
Shizuka Arakawa.
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Spring training glance
AMERICAN LEAGUE W

Los Angeles 1
Toronto

European Time; did i
9. Al listings are sub-
‘www.myafn.net for

Texas :

Kansas City 33

Seattle 308
NATIONAL LEAGUE

Pt
san Francisco 692
t. Loui

it-squad_games count
standings: games agaihet non maCr league
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Toronto 2, Datral 3 ke 10 tings
LA Dodgers 3, Atlanta 3, tie, 10 innings
Minesota 2, Florida (ss) 2, tie, 11 innings
ton e, Taipa Bay &
st. Louis’s, Balti
ashm?lon ST Cioveland (59)3
Y- Mefs 7, Cleveland (ss) 5

Yankeés 1 nmm 555
Chicago e Sox LA Angels 5
Seattle 11, Oal kI ind 4
Texas (s} I, C
Chicago Cubs 6,

Fouston 6 washingto (s
Milwauikee (65) 6, Texas
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nings, power failire
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e Boston at Fort e
Houston vS. Cleveland at
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Detrolt vs. Tampa Bay at st. Petersburg,
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Baltimore vs. LA. Dodgers at Vero 8each,
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philadelphia vs. Cincinnati at Sarasota,
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‘Third Round
@) Australa, def. Michael

u;n Hewi
Feds erer (]), sw\kzer\and def. Gilles
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brice anmm, FFE\"CE def. Fe

. Shain, def. David Ferrer,

Guillermio Canas (14), Argentina, def, Juan
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Hen et
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Taylor Dent (30), United States, def. Marat

Safin (4), Russia, T-

Ivan Ljubicic (13), Croana‘ det. Tomas Ber-
dych, Czech Republic 6-4
o
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Elena nemenueva {5y Russ.a, def. Tatiana
Golovin (14), France, 2:6, 6-
syetlana Kuznetsova (5, Russia, def. Rika
Fujiwara, Japan,
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def. Evgenia Li-
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Tuesday’s transactions

‘§

AUTO
CAR—Suspended Chad Knaus, Jimmie
fonnson's erew chiet, for

Todd Berrier, Kevin Harvick's
four weeks and fined him 525,000 for rioging
gl tank Docked Girvers Jolson

i owner Rick Hen-

and Busch 25
dick 0 points.

CHICAGO wmr: sox z)p?mned RHP Jeft
Bajenaru, LHP Arnie Munoz and
SRS hariotte of the L. and RHP Kris

fedo of the fL: RHP Proston
Carrison o Erie of the EL and RHP Justin Ver-

e Rabelo, C
Hannahan 'to

T - Optioned OF Jason
to Sacramento of the
TEXA RANGERS- Porchaged the contract

ok Massett upe to
/e Texas cag\m Sedionated e
Jason aourgeo-a Tor assignnent

USTON ASTROS—Optioned RHP Taylor
oM Hector Gimenez to Round

Femardo Nievt to Gormus st of he
B LERg 06 AN RHE Niar ot to Lo

ington of the South Atlantic League.
ILWAUKEE BREWERS Optionsd LHP Jeff
Nashuile of dhe PCL, OF Brad

untsville of the Southern Leage,
Luis Pena to Brevard County of the

Flonaa State Lea
SAN FRANGISCO. GIANTS—Optioned RHP
David Aardsma, LHP 8rian Burres, C Ju
Knoedler, OF Frederick Lt
fer, RHP Alfredo Si man. . Lip Er

and R Brancon Viatuerte 1o
thelr minor league cam

ASHINGTON NATIO! ns Optioned RHE
Josh Karp to New Orleans of the PCL and
L0 MR Hinckioy o HarmSburg of he-Eask:
e League, Reassigned RHP Dan Smith to
el minor leagus Camp.

National Basketball Association
NBA-—Suspei

an
ay n 57,500 for kicking
e bail nto the stands afier the conclusion

TBALL
, Gl
ARIZONA CARDINALS At
with (8 Orlando Huff on'a two-vear conlrac(
E RAVENS—Agree
R0 Joe Neese and OF Cooper oo

INS—Signed LB _Matt
Stewart to a three-year conract. Re-signed
L8 gen Tayior to 2 one-year con

NS-Named Jonnny. Holland
linebackars coach and Pl Snow dernane

 PACKERS—Re-signed OL Grey
Ruegamer an

Franz.
AEHBONVILLE SAGUARS - Re-signed WR
Troy Edwards and RE Chris Fuamatu-Maafa-

a,

MIAMI DOLPHINS —Signed OT Stockar Me-
Dougle to 3 onecyear contract,

KNGS Agréed to_ terms

w.m WR Travis Taylor on a two-year con-

EW_ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Re-signed OT
Tom AstorD,

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS—Released FS
‘Tebucky Jones.

YORK”GIANTS —Released DE. Keith

Washingt
TAI TE An-

Mount Olive 80, Salem 7

thony Becht to a five-year contract.
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Heat's Dwyane Wade reacts after hi

AP

ing the game-winning shot

as time expired against the New York Knicks on Tuesday.

Wade beats buzzer,
lifts Heat to No. 50

The Associated Press

Dwyane Wade made Miami’s
50th victory look easy with a buzz-
er-beater that clinched the Heat a
spot in the postseason.

Wade hit a fadeaway 22-footer
to give Miami a 98-96 victory
over the host New York Knicks
on Tuesday night and extend its
winning streak to 10.

The Heat became the first NBA
team to secure a playoff spot.

“When they put the ball in your
hands, they put it there for a rea-
son,” Wade said.

“That’s a shot always
dreamed of taking, especially at
the Garden. It was a dream come
true for me.”

Wade finished with 24 points
and five assists, Shaquille O'Neal
scored 23 and Damon Jones
made six threes for 18 points for

Stephon Marbury led New
York with 24 points, Tim Thomas
added 20 and Jamal Crawford
had 12 assists.

New York had a chance to go
ahead on the game’s next-to-last
possession, but Kurt Thomas
came up short on an 18-footer
from the corner. Miami rebound-
ed and called its final timeout
with 14 seconds left.

On the final play, Wade was iso-
lated against rookie defender
Trevor Ariza at the top of the key.
Switching his dribble from hand
to hand and using his quick foot-
work, Wade gave himself just
enough room to shoot.

“I played him straight up. He
hit a tough shot to win the game,
and there’s nothing else to say,”
Ariza said.

“He’s an All-Star. He’s going to
hit shots like that.”

Cavaliers 92, Jazz 73: At
Cleveland, LeBron James scored
36 points in 34 dominant minutes
against Carlos Boozer’s new
team, leading the Cavaliers to
their third straight victory.

'

James went 11-for-15 from the
field, 12-for-16 on free throws
and added nine rebounds.

Drew Gooden, acquired by
Cleveland in a trade last summer
to replace Boozer, added 10
points and 10 rebounds.

Timberwolves 100, Mavericks
91: At Dallas, Kevin Garnett
scored 11 of his 25 points in the
fourth quarter and Sam Cassell
celebrated his return to the line-
up with 15 points, including a
three-pointer in the closing min-
utes.

Dallas coach Don Nelson re-
turned from a three-game ab-
sence while caring for his wife to
see his team lose at home for the
fifth time in nine tries.

Dirk Nowitzki had 21 points
and 15 rebounds, but missed nine
of his first 12 shots and finished
just 6-for-19.

SuperSonics 99, Bulls 93:
Chicago, Rashard Lewis scored
30 points and Ray Allen had 17
points and seven assists to lead Se-

Roundup

attle.

Ben Gordon had 11 points of
his 21 points in the fourth quarter
for Chicago.

Kings 105, Magic 94: At Sac-
ramento, Calif, Mike Bibby
scored 10 straight fourth-quarter
points with three three-pointers
and the Kings sent Orlando to its
season-worst fifth consecutive de-
feat.

Peja  Stojakovic scored 27
points and Bibby had 21 points,
10 assists and six rebounds in the
Kings’ 10th straight victory over
Orlando at Arco Arena

Steve Francis had 25 points,
eight rebounds and seven assists,
and Grant Hill 24 points for Orlan-
do.

[ NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference

X Pct GB
xz:Miami 0 16 758 —
2-Detroit 9 23 629 9
Boston 5 20 517 14
Cleveland 4 o s i
Washington 4 27 551 134
Chicago 2 20 525 13%
indiana 131 50 17
Orlando 132 4w 1
Philadelphia agt 18
ew Jerse a8 21
Toronto a9 2n
w Yor a19

Milwaukee 43 3
Charlotte 197 35
Atlanta s 3

Western Conference

Minnesota
LA. Lakers

LA. Clippers
Portland
tah

af

Golden State

New Orleans
x-clinched playoff spot
Zz-division |

&

day's games
Cleveland 92, Utal
a2 08 L Lakers o1

Sacramento 105, Orlando 94
inesday's games

Orlando at LA.
Thursday's games
ors at Miami
Portland at Dalla:
Sacramento at G Galder\ state

Clippers

ytah at New Jer Joreey

At
Betdelpna at leveland
LA Lakers at indiana
Toronto at Detroi

Washington at Milwaukee
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Clippers at Denve
Golden are at hoenix

Orlando at Seattle

Tuesday
Cavaliers 92, Jazz 73
Z 11 Z 4 G K\rl\enke

farprin

X
Three St Goals Utah 2% (Elen 1

eod 13, Kirilenko 0-1, Snyder 0-1, Giricek
05 Cleveland 6.11 (Mcinnis 2.3, Jaes 2:5,
aviovic 1-1, Welsch 1-2). Fouled Out—
Rebounds—Utah 53 (Kirlenko 9), Cleveiand
56 (Gooden 10). Assists—Utah 15 (Kirilenko
35 Goveland 17 Gow 7. Total Fouls—gtan
27, Cleveland 25. A—19,794 (20,562).

7Gers 108, Lakers 91
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041, ULy 8445 Bryant 61557 20, AL
o-s 12 1, Medvedenko 6-12 0-0' 12,
Brown 2:50.0', Grant 11 003, Walton 3.4
004 Jones 4.4 514 Cook 4. xga 010, Vujac-

142:214, Web-

almon:
Jackson 38 542 bavis0:50.00. Totats .18

BUNB-2
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ant 58, Jones 24 Cool 26,

n1:2, Vujacic 01, Walto 1 0% Rt

nz) Bhlacelphia 13-30 (Korver 4-12, Salmo:
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Augmon
suspended
one game

The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. —
do Magic forward Stacey Aug-
‘mon was suspended for one game
by the NBA on Tuesday for curs-
ing and throwing lotion at a mem-
ber of the media after a loss to the
New Jersey Nets.

“What he did was not the right
thing to do,” Magic coach Johnny
Davis said be-

should never
happen again.”

Stevenson was fined $7,500 for
kicking the ball into the stands at
the final buzzer of the Magic’s
98-82 home loss Sunday night.

Howard out for at least
four weeks with knee sprain

HOUSTON — Houston Rock-
ets forward Juwan Howard will
be sidelined for at least four
weeks after spraining his right
knee during a collision with a
teammate against Golden State
on Monday night.

Howard left early in the fourth
quarter of 97-94  victory
against the Warriors after Mike
James fell backward into his

sprain of the medial collateral li;
ament.

Howard is averaging 9.6 points
and 5.7 rebounds in his first sea-
son with the Rockets.

Bohcats’ Slay out for season
after ankle surgery
CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Char-
lotte Bobcats forward Tamar Slay
miss the remainder of the sea-
son after undergoing arthroscop-
ic surgery on his left ankle, coach
said Tuesday.
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The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA Allen
Iverson outperformed Kobe Bry-
ant, scoring 36 points and lead-
ing a decisive third-quarter run
in the 76ers’ 108-91 victory over
the Los Angeles Lakers on Tues-
day night.

Iverson helped pull the Sixers
(31-33) to withing four games of
Boston for first place in the At-

verson chips bone in win

lantic Division. Winning the divi-
sion may be the only way to qual-
ify for the Sixers, who remain
stuck in ninth place in the East-
ern Conference.

Iverson, though, chipped a
bone in his left thumb sometime
during the game and will be fit-
ted for a cast. He is day-to-day.

Bryant led the Lakers with 20
points, but had little help.

Slay appeared in eight games,
and averaged 3.5 points and 1.8 re-
bounds in 9.8 minutes. He was
placed on the injured list Dec. 14
and has missed the last 43 games.

Slay was placed on the injured
list one other time this season,
from Nov. 16-27.

The 6-foot-8, 220-pound for-
ward signed with the Bobcats as a
free agent on July 14, 2004 after
spending the first two years of his
NBA career in New Jersey.

Andersen to miss at least

five more games for Hornets

NEW ORLEANS — Hornets re-
serve Chris Andersen will miss at
least five games after undergoing
minor surgery on his infected
right elbow.

Andersen split open his elbow
during a Feb. 28 loss at Dallas
and required two stitches, but
had been playing through the inju-
ry until he missed Monday night’s
loss to San Antonio.

ons coach Brown out
indefinitely after surgery

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — De-
troit Pistons coach Larry Brown
is out indefinitely after having sur-
gery related to a November hip
operation.

When Brown can return will be
determined by his doctors, Pis-
tons spokesman Kevin Grigg said
Tuesday.
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McGwire
to comply,
testify

at hearing

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Mark McGwire
plans to comply with a subpoena
and attend Thursday’s congres-
sional hearing into steroid use in
baseball, The Associated Press
has learned.

McGwire’s decision, revealed
Wednesday by a representative
of the former Oakland and St.
Louis slugger who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, made it likely
all six subpoenaed players would
attend the session on Capitol Hill.

Less than 24 hours before the
start of the highly anticipated
hearing, Jose Canseco’s request
for immunity was denied by the
House Government Reform com-
mittee. Canseco’s lawyer said the
former AL MVP will not be able
to answer questions that would in-
criminate him.

“No witnesses have been or
will be granted immunity,” David
Marin, a spokesman for commit-
tee chairman Rep. Tom Davis,
said in an e-mail to the AP.

Canseco’s lawyer, Robert Sau-
nooke, was angry with the deci-
sion.

“It begs the question as to what
theyre convening this hearing
for,” Saunooke said in a telephone
interview. “They effectively cut
the legs off from underneath us.”

Saunooke has said that without
immunity, Canseco would invoke
his Fifth Amendment right to
refuse to answer questions.

“They told me we can't do the
Fifth to every question,” he said.
“It’s an absolute right of every citi-
zen to not be compelled to give tes-
timony against themselves. They
do not make the decision. We do.”

As an example of how immuni-
ty would limit Canseco, Saunooke
brought up McGwire’s repeated
denials of steroid use.

“If he still holds to that lie, then
the only way we can disprove that
is to give specific instances and
talk openly and freely,” Saunooke
said. “If we can’t do that, then our
credibility is undermined.”

New York Yankees designated hitter Jason Giambi was excused from
Thursday’s congressional hearing because of his involvement in the
federal investigation into illegal steroid distribution.

Boston pitcher Curt Schilling
said he will comply with the sub-
poena, and Chicago White Sox
trainer Herm Schneider said that
Frank Thomas left Tucson, Ariz.,
on Tuesday, would stop at his
home in Las Vegas, then would
travel to Sammy

AP

sport, whether it be baseball or
anywhere else, because I under-
stand that when a professional
athlete uses steroids, it sends ter-
rible signals to youngsters.”
Canseco, whose recent book ac-
cused several baseball stars of
using steroids, submitted an open-

Sosa and Rafael Palmeiro were
given off days Wednesday and
Thursday by the Baltimore Ori-
oles, a sign they would testify.

New York Yankees slugger
Jason Giambi, who also was sub-
poenaed last week, was excused
Tuesday from testifying because
of his involvement in the continu-
ing federal investigation into ille-
gal steroid distribution.

“I would have done whatever
they would have asked me to do
and go from there,” Giambi said
Wednesday from the Yankees
training camp in Tampa, Fla.
“They gave me an opportunity to
focus on baseball so I appreciate
that.”

Baseball commissioner Bud
Selig, union head Donald Fehr,
baseball executive vice presidents
Rob Manfred and Sandy Alderson
and San Diego general manager
Kevin Towers also will testify.

President Bush, the former
Texas Rangers owner, refused to
say whether the decision to sub-
poena players was an abuse of
congressional power.

“Im wise enough not to sec-
ond-guess the intentions of the
United States Congress,” he said.
“I do appreciate the public con-
cern about the use of steroids in

ing n
which he said, “I did not know
that my revelations would rever-
berate in the halls of this cham-
ber and in the hearts of so many.”
Canseco’s statement was first re-
ported on the Web site of The
(Baltimore) Sun, then obtained
by the AP.

“I had hoped that what I experi-
enced firsthand, when revealed,
would give insight into a darker
side of a game that I loved,” he
said, “that maybe it would force
baseball to acknowledge it con-
doned this activity for the sole
purpose of increasing revenue at
the gate. Unfortunately, by our
presence here today, it is clear
that MLB is not interested in ad-
mitting the truth.”

Canseco said he had endured
criticism  because of Major
League Baseball.

“All of these attacks have been
spurred on by an organization
that holds itself above the law, an
organization that chose to exploit
its players for the increased reve-
nue that lines its pockets and then
sacrifice those same players to
protect the web of secrecy that
was hidden for so many years.”
AP Sports Writers Howard Fendrich in
Washington, David Ginsburg in Balti-

more and Howard Uiman in Fort Myers,
Fla., contributed to this report

Giants given victory
after lights go out

The Associated Press

This time, no one could say it
was lights out just because San
Francisco’s Jason Schmidt was
on the mound. After all, he gave

up arun.

But the lights did go out after
his work was finished Tuesday
night. A power failure hit Scotts-
dale Stadium, and the Giants
were declared 3-2 winners over
the Milwaukee Brewers in the Ar-
izona desert.

San Francisco’s Brian Dalli-
more was leading off the bottom
of the eighth inning and Gary
Glover was looking in for the sign
— with a 1-2 count — when the
power failed.

“It went dark right away,” Dalli-
more said. “I looked back and I
couldn’t see the fans, the catcher
or the umpire.”

Auxiliary lights came on within
a minute, but the stadium never
regained full illumination.

Earlier, Schmidt allowed his
first run of the spring and insists
he has yet to find his rhythm. He
gave up a home run to Chad
Moeller, snapping an eight-inning
scoreless streak.

“There will be a stretch of four
pitches where I felt T had it and

of a sudden I didn’t know
what I was doing,” idt said.
“P'm still out of synch.”

Schmidt allowed two hits and
walked three while striking out
seven. He’s given up four hits and
has 11 strikeouts in 10 innings for
a spring ERA of 0.90.

Blue Jays 2, Tigers 2 (10): At
Lakeland, Fla., Gabe Gross hit his
sixth homer and Josh Towers had
his best outing of the spring for
Toronto.

Gross, who will probably start
the season at Triple-A Syracuse
because of Toronto’s crowded out-
field, is batting .500 with 11 RBIs.

Red Sox 6, Devil Rays 5: At St.
Petersburg, Fla.,, Mark Bellhorn
hit two RBI doubles and Bronson
Arroyo had a solid start for Bos-
ton, which snapped a five-game
losing streak.

Twins 2, Marlins (ss) 2 (11): At
Jupiter, Fla., Ismael Valdez al-
lowed two runs in three innings in
his spring training debut. Valdez,
projected as Florida’s No. S start-
er, missed two weeks because of a
virus.

Cardinals 5, Orioles 4: At Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., Chris Carpenter
pitched four shutout innings and
St. Louis overcame a poor outing
by closer Jason Isringhausen.

Spring training

Nationals (ss) 4, Indians (ss) 3:
At Viera, Fla,, Livan Hernandez
pitched six innings, allowing one
run and three hits, and Cristian
Guzman hit a two-run homer to
lead Washington.

Mets 7, Indians (ss) 5: At Port
St. Lucie, Fla., Carlos Beltran hit
his third homer for New York and
added a double. Doug Mientk-
iewicz had two more hits to raise
his spring training average to
.381. Backup catcher Ramon Cas-
tro hit a three-run shot.

Yankees 11, Marlins (ss) 5: At
Tampa, Fla., Derek Jeter had
three hits and four RBIs to help
New York win its fourth straight.
Mike Mussina allowed three runs
— one earned — and six hits in
four innings.

Mariners 11, Athletics 4: At
Peoria, Ariz., Jamie Moyer al-
lowed one hit in five innings for
Seattle, which roughed up Barry
Zito for six runs — four earned —
in three innings.

Rangers (ss) 1, Rockies 0
(10): At Surprise, Ariz., Ricardo
Rodriguez threw 47/; shutout in-
nings in his third spring start for
Texas. Jason Jennings, Colo-
rado’s No. 2 starter, pitched four
scoreless innings.

Cubs 6, Royals 1: At Mesa,
Ariz, Corey Patterson hit a
two-run single during a six-run
fourth inning against reliever
Chris George.

White Sox 8, Angels 5: At Tuc-
son, Ariz, Vladimir Guerrero
homered for the Angels, but
Kelvim Escobar struggled in his
spring debut. Making his first ap-
pearance because of shoulder
soreness, Escobar gave up three
runs and six hits in two innings.

Astros 6, Nationals (ss) 5: At
Kissimmee, Fla., Houston’s Bras
don Backe struck out six whil
lowing three runs in four innings.
John Patterson, competing for
the fifth spot in Washington’s rota-
tion, allowed seven hits and five
runs in four innings.

Brewers (ss) 6, Rangers (ss)
4: At Phoenix, outfielder Brad
Nelson, sent to the minors earlier
in the day, hit a three-run,
game-tying pinch homer off Ryan
Bukvich in the Brewers’ four-run
rally in the fourth.

Schilling pessimistic about starting Boston opener

The Associated Press

FORT MYERS, Florida — Curt
Schilling said he doesn’t think
there’s a chance he'd start on
Opening Day after he threw
Wednesday to Red Sox batters in
a simulated game.

He threw 63 pitches before Bos-
ton’s game against the St. Louis
Cardinals and said he made
progress. But time is running out
since the Red Sox have two weeks
left in the exhibition season and
he hasn’t pitched in a game.

Red Sox General Manager

Baseball briefs

Theo Epstein said it would be a
surprise if Schilling pitched the
opener on April 3 against the Yan-
kees in New York. Manager
Terry Francona didn’t think it
was realistic that he’d pitch then.

“If you do the math, I don’t
think so,” Schilling said when
asked if there’s a chance he’ll
pitch in the opener, “but I haven’t
sat down and looked at the sched-

ule so, in my mind, I will pitch in
the big leagues, hopefully, the
day I’'m ready to be activated if I
have to start the season on the dis-
abled list or whatever the scenar-
iois.”

The Red Sox have three days
off in the first 10 days of the sea-
son and wouldn’t need a fifth start-
er for the first two weeks.

ing, who underwent sur-
gery last November after pitching
in the World Series on a tempo-
rarily repaired ankle, said the
ankle is not bothering him and he
expects his next activity to be in a
game.

Indians extend Wedge’s deal

WINTER HAVEN, Fla.
Cleveland signed manager Eric
Wedge to a two-year contract ex-
tension Wednesday, keeping him
under contract with the Indians
until 2007.

The extension includes a
tWo-} year club option through
2009.

“Eric has consistently demon-
strated his strengths as a leader
for our team and organization,”
general manager Mark Shapiro
said.

Wedge, 37, led the youngest
team in the American League in
2004 to an 80-82 record. After
going 68-94 the previous year, the
Indians had five players on the
2004 AL All-Star team and were
within one game of first place in
the AL Central on Aug. 15.

Bench coach Buddy Bell, hit-
ting coach Eddie Murray, pitch-
ing coach Carl Willis, third-base
coach Joel Skinner, first-base
coach Jeff Datz, bullpen coach
Luis Isaac and bullpen assistant
Dan Williams had their contracts
or options extended through 2006.
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Norwegian musher Sorlie wins second Iditarod title

BY RACHEL D’ORO
The Associated Press

NOME, Alaska — Norway’s
Robert Surlle won the Iditarod on
Wednesday, overcoming insom-
nia and a dwmdlmg dog team for
his second win in only three tries.

Sorlie, a 47-year-old firefighter,
crossed under the arch that
serves as the finish line at 8:39
am., winning the 1,100-mile race
across Alaska in nine days, 18
hours, 39 minutes and 31 seconds.

“It feels good,” Sorlie said. “I
am ready for breakfast.”

Sorlie finished the race with

eight dogs — half the number he

started the race with, but the
same number that took him to vic-
tory two years ago.

Sorlie is a three-time champion
of Norway’s premier long-dis-
tance sled dog race, the 600-mile
Finnmarkslopet.

This year’s run was only the
third time Sorlie had made the
1,100-mile trip from Anchorage
to Nome, a town of 3,500 at the
edge of the frozen Bering Sea. In
his first showing, in 2002, he fin-
ished ninth, setting a rookie
record. He won the race in 2003.

This time, Sorlie grabbed the

lead early. The owner of a small
kennel, he fended off a strong
field that included seasoned veter-
ans and five other Iditarod cham-
pions.

“I think this win is better than
the 2003, he said. “This year, the
dogs are better.”

Sorlie is the second Iditarod win-
ner born outside the United States
and the second person who didn’t
make their home in Alaska to win.
Doug Swingley of Lincoln, Mont.,
won four times and Martin Buser,
a Swiss native who has lived in
Alaska more than two decades, be-
came a U.S. citizen after winning

his fourth Iditarod in 2002.

For winning the 33rd Iditarod,
Sorlie will receive $72,066.67 and
a pickup truck. Seventy-nine
mushers started this year’s race,
which has a purse of $750,000. As
of Wednesday morning, 66 mush-
ers were still running.

Ed Iten, racing in his seventh
Iditarod, finished second about 35
minutes behind Sorlie. His previ-
ous best finish was fifth in 2004.

The 2005 race was marked by
unseasonably warm weather on
much of the route, with wet,
slushy snow and temperatures
that can be uncomfortable for the

dogs, which generally run best
when it’s 20 degrees below zero to
20 degrees above. A lack of a
solid snow base also forced race
officials to move the March 6
start from Wasilla to Willow.

Defending champion Mitch
Seavey was racing in third place,
followed by Ramy Brooks, who
‘was runner-up in 2002 and 2003.

Rookie Bjornar Andersen of
Norway, Sorlie’s nephew, was
running in fifth place.

Legally blind Iditarod rookie
Rachael Scdoris of Bend, Ore.,
was at the back of the pack.

Defending
softball

champions
are loaded

BY RUSTY BRYAN
Stars and Stripes

Defending champions Ram-
stein and Patch open the high
school softball season this week-
end with loaded lineups.

Both will have two returning
first-team All-European players
and a second-teamer in their line-
ups when they take on nonconfer-
ence opponents at home.

For two-time defending Divi-
sion I champion Ramstein, those
all-stars are pitcher/shortstop Vic-
toria Apodaca (4-1, 3.33 ERA;
475 batting average), first base-
man Heather Steele (458 BA)
and third baseman Mara Groom
(425 BA).

For first-year head coach C.J.
Lalau of Division II champion
Patch, the All-Europeans are
pitcher/catcher Kasy’e Lalau (91
strikeouts, .581 BA), second base-
man Elisa Nieves (.585 BA) and
pitcher/first baseman Lauren
Sanchez (.625 BA). Coach Lalau,
an assistant last season, replaces

Billy Henry, a 0 was
transferred  to  Guantanamo,
Cuba, last summer.

For Kent Grosshuesch, at least,
the bounty doesn’t end with the
top three. Grosshuesch says he
has three promising freshmen —
Kayla Haven, Lisa Domingo and
Jessica Apodaca — who are push-
ing for varsity status.

For the rest of the six Division I
schools, the name of the game is
catch-up.

This week’s prep schedule
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RON JENSEN/Stars and Stripes

First baseman Morgan Parkerson batted .402 last season for Laken-
heath, which will try to take down defending Div. | champ Ramstein.

Lakenheath, the only school
other than Ramstein to have won
a European Division I crown, can
call on second-team All-Europe
first baseman Morgan Parkerson,
who batted .402 last season, and
all-conference shortstop Ashley
Lariviere. But coach John
Gilmore’s squad was gutted by
graduation and transfers.

Heidelberg’s Al Simoncic will
rely on all-conference pitcher
Brittany Clark and first baseman
Cassandra Pope, but he lost
four-year catcher Carissa Beach.

Returnees Kordia Holmes,
Megan Puls, Keisha Brooks and
Megan Hendrix carry the colors
for Juanita Johnson-Archie’s
Wiirzburg Lady Wolves. In con-
trast, Candie Lopez’s Wiesbaden
Lady Warriors lost its top player
when its tourney star, All-Europe
pitcher Melissa Mueller, graduat-

ed.

Except for Patch, lineup holes
are the story for the other four Di-
vision II schools.

Bitburg’s Lady Barons, who

saw their string of four straight
Division IT titles ended by Patch
last season, return second-team
All-Europe pitcher Ashley Ka-
zimer (3-0, 2.10 ERA). But coach
Dan Vasquez has just one infield
returnee, second baseman Olivia
Eschborn, after third
baseman Monica Bintz to catch-

“bivision Il features just four
schools — Division III champ Lon-
don Central, Alconbury, Baum-
holder and Giessen — that play a
regular season. They are joined at
tournament time, by Lajes, Rota
and, this season, Sigonella.
-Europe first-team shortstop
Carly Bascom, who batted .600
and hit eight home runs last year
as a freshman, will anchor Alcon-
bury; catcher Shawntae Price
(606) will do the same for Baum-
holder.
Conference play begins March
26, with all teams advancing to
the European 1, IT and III events
at Ramstein May 19-21.

[ Local scoreboard

U.S. Forces Europe Ski and
Snowhoard Championships
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Bubbling over with confidence

In a few weeks, Georgia Tech has transformed itself
from disappointment to darling of NCAA tournament

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Isma'il Muham-
mad was trying to answer a re-
porter’s question, but Will Bynum
wouldn’t let him.

Sitting nearby, Bynum kept
poking fun at his teammate, dis-
tracting Muhammad so much
that he finally gave up.

“I can’t remember what I was
trying to say,” Muhammad said
Tuesday, casting a look of mock
disgust toward Bynum.

Yep, Georgia Tech is loose and
feeling pretty good about itself
heading into the NCAA tourna-
ment just a few weeks after being
labeled one of the most disap-
pointing teams in the country.

“You can see we've kind of got
our swagger back,” Muhammad
said. “We played some good bas-
ketball at the end of the season.”

Suddenly, the Yellow Jackets
(19-11) are being touted as a team
that could shock some folks in the
NCAA tournament. After all,
they've still got most of the same
cast — Bynum, Muhammad, Jar-
rett Jack, Luke Schenscher, B.J.
Elder — that starred in a surpris-
ing run to the championship
game a year ago.
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“We've got some people eating
their words now,” Muhammad
said. “They wrote us off in the
middle of the season when B.J.
got hurt. Even when he came
back, we didn’t gel right away.
But the way we played in the ACC
tournament showed we still have
some fight left in us.”

Georgia Tech, which went near-
ly two months without winning
two games in a row, was on the
NCAA bubble heading into the

&k You can see we’ve
kind of got our
swagger back.
We played some
good basketball

at the end
of the season.y¥

Isma’il Muhammad
Georgia Tech forward

final week of the regular season.
For a team that began the season
ranked third in the country, it was
quite a letdown.

But the Yellow Jackets defeat-
ed Clemson in their regular-sea-
son finale, routed Virginia Tech
to start the Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence tournament, then pulled off
a stunning upset of North Caroli-
na in the semifinals.

Not even a loss to Duke in the
ACC championship game hurt
the team’s morale. The players
were relaxed and joking around
after Tuesday’s practice, pleased
to have earned a No. S seed with
their strong finish.

The Yellow Jackets open the
NCAAs Friday against George

Washington in Nashville, Tenn.

“Everybody’s got a shot”
Bynum said.

“It just takes a little bit of luck
and timing. We're playing good at
the right time, so we've got the
timing part down.”

Not that the Yellow Jackets
don’t have a few problems. Jack
is hobbling on a sprained ankle,
while Muhammad arrived for his
interview session with a big pack
of ice taped to his right knee.

Coach Paul Hewitt is confident
that Jack — the team’s most valu-
able player — will be ready to go
by Friday, but the junior point
guard sounds more concerned.

“If T feel like I can’t go out
there and contribute, I would be
doing an injustice to the team by
Lrymg to play,” he said.

“If I can’t play to my normal ca-
pabu ies, I'll tell coach to sit me
down.”

Muhammad didn’t play at all in
the ACC tournament, giving him
a chance to rest his ailing knee.
He plans to get it checked after
the season but is determined to
finish his senior year on the court
— not the sideline.

“T've got to tough it out,” Mu-
hammad said.

“Hopefully we've got three
more weeks to go in the season.
At this time of year, you just have
to play through it. Pain doesn’t
‘matter anymore.”

The Yellow Jackets won five
thrilling games in last year’s tour-
nament. The largest margin was
an eight-point win over Kansas in
the regional final, a game that
went to overtime.

“I don’t think we played great
in any game,” Jack said.

“But we just kept getting the
Jjob done

Genrgla Tech finally met its

B.J. Elder (1) ranks second on Georgia Tech with a 13.0-point-per-
game average. The Yellow Jackets (19-11), last year's national run-
ner-up, won their regular-season finale and two games in the ACC tour-
nament to break an 11-game streak of alternating wins and losses.

match in the championship game,
losing to Connecticut 82-73 after
falling behind by as many as 25 in
second half. Ever since, the Yel-
Jow Jackets have been longing for
another chance to win it all.

Bynum even showed up Tues-
day wearing a pullover with the
2004 Final Four logo.

“I've got to remind the team.

T've got to remind the media. I've
got to remind everybody,” he
said. “It gives you a little confi-
dence when you're been there be-
fore.

“But a team like George Wash-
ington has never been there.
They are hungry. They want to
upset us. That drives me more
than last year’s experience.”

After a brief downer, Wake seeks to rise again

BY AARON BEARD
The Associated Press

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. — Wake Forest
played the entire season under the weight of
lofty expectations from fans and its own high
hopes.

Now, the Demon Deacons know it’s time to
live up to those goals.

The team many picked in November to win
the national title opens NCAA tournament
play Thursday in Cleveland. And the Demon
Deacons need to put behind all the distrac-
tions of their 26-5 regular-season — from the
short-attention-span defense and shaky shoot-
ing days to the low blow by their point guard
that might have cost them a No. 1 seed.

ing less than the Demon Deacons’
usual high-scoring form could result in a dis-
appointing end to what has been a successful
season.

“If we want people to talk more about us,
we’re going to have to earn it and win games
in the tournament,” junior Justin Gray said
Tuesday.

Heading into a game against 15th-seeded
Chattanooga, Wake Forest has a chance to set
a school record for wins in a season. A victory
would also give the Demon Deacons at least
one win in each of their past four NCAA ap-
pearances.

But this group is looking for much more.

The Demon Deacons reached the round of
16 last year, then returned every scholarship
player fo set the stage for the highest expecta-
tions in program history. They started the sea-
son ranked second, and even reached No. 1 in
the polls for the first time.

Their 13 Atlantic Coast Conference wins tied
a school record and gave them a second-place
finish in the highly competitive league.

“I think our mind-set is very focused and, at
the same time, very excited to play,” junior
Eric Williams said. “This had been a long time
coming for us. We really couldn’t wait to get to
the tournament — not to overlook what we did
during the season.”

The question is whether the Demon Dea-
cons are prepared for the pressure that will
come with trying to reach only their second
Final Four in school history — and whether
they have put a tumultuous week behind them.

Less than two weeks ago, Wake Forest
looked like a strong possibility for a No. 1 seed
in the tournament. The Demon Deacons had
played a tough nonconference schedule that
included NCAA participants George Washing-
ton, Arizona, Illinois, Cincinnati, Texas and
New Mexico to complement an ACC résumé
that included wins against Duke and North
Carolina.

But things changed in a 55-53 victory at
North Carolina State in the season finale.
Chris Paul hit a game-winning shot in the
final second but was suspended for one game
for hitting Julius Hodge in the groin.

That meant Paul was in street clothes when
the Wolfpack and Demon Deacons met again
Friday in the ACC tournament quarterfinals.

An inspired North Carolina State won 81-65.

Coach Skip Prosser said his team played
tentatively in that game, possibly a result of
the tense vibe between the clubs. He hopes
his team has moved past that and closer to the
aggressive, freewheeling style that made it so
tough throughout the season.

Prosser said the team practiced with “great
emotion” Monday, which he hopes means the
players will react well to the pressure of play-
ing as a high seed.

“We talk about being risk takers in the post-
season, and so many teams have a tendency to
play things close to the vest and play not to
lose [NCAA] games,” Prosser said. “The safest
place for the ship is at the dock, but that’s not
what the ship’s built for.

“We told them, ‘We'll keep this real simple
in the postseason. I want you to guard, re-
bound and play with emotion.” I want them to
understand how special this is. You never
know when you'll go back to the tournament.”
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A novel season
nets rave reviews

Hawkeyes finish strong after
dismissing their top scorer

BY C. TRENT ROSECRANS
Cincinnati Post

His team lost, but Iowa basketball coach Steve Al-
ford knew things would be OK following the
Hawkeyes’ 75-64 loss to Michigan State on Feb. 5.

Just three days after kicking his leading scorer,
Pierre Pierce, off the team, the Hawkeyes came
back from a 22-point deficit in the second half to get
within three points with a minute left.

“We didn't give up,” Alford said about that game.
“That solidified it in our minds that we were going
to respond the right way.”

Towa didn’t win, but it was the way his team re-
sponded that gave the former Indiana point guard
hope his team could overcome a soap-opera season
and advance to where they are now, preparing for
the first round of the NCAA tournament against Cin-
cinnati on Thursday at Indianapolis.

Pierce, who led the Hawkeyes with 17.8 points
per game, was dismissed from the team on Feb. 2
after an incident involving an ex-girlfriend at an
Towa City apartment complex on Jan. 27. Pierce
pled not guilty to three felony charges and a misde-
meanor on March 1.

A trial for the two counts of first-degree burglary
and one count of assault with intent to commit sexu-
al assault, as well as the misdemeanor count of
fourth-degree criminal mischief, will likely begin in
mid-May.

When dismissing Pierce, Alford said his star
didn’t take advantage of his second chance. Pierce
was charged with third-degree sexual assault in
2002. He pleaded guilty to a lesser charge.

Despite what Alford felt was a positive response
against the Spartans, the Hawkeyes lost five of their
next six following Pierce’s dismissal. Four of those
five were against teams in the NCAA tournament —
Michigan State, Wisconsin, Illinois and Minnesota.

“I thought playing those teams, even though they
were losses, they proved to themselves things would
be OK,” Alford said.

The biggest surprise was that even after losing a
player the caliber of Pierce, the Hawkeyes didn’t
change much schematically. The Hawkeyes are

Iowa is in a state
of hoops euphoria

BY CHUCK SCHOFFNER
The Associated Press

DES MOINES, Towa — What
a week to be a basketball fan in
Towa.

Towa State, Towa and North-
ern lowa are getting ready to
play in the men’s NCAA tourna-
ment, the Iowa State women are
in the NCAAs and the boys’ high
school is under way

lowa hasketball coach Steve Alford
players after the Hawkeyes' victory last week over
Michigan State in the Big Ten tournament, a result
that gave an enormous boost to lowa’s NCAA hopes.

his

doing pretty much the same things they did with
Pierce, only with Mike Henderson in the starting
lineup instead.

‘The scoring load has shifted from Pierce to sopho-
more guard Adam Haluska. The Iowa State transfer
is averaging 17.4 points a game since Pierce was dis-
missed. He was averaging 12.4 points before that.

Junior forward Greg Brunner has averaged 15.5
points per game following Pierce’s dismissal and
Junior point guard Jeff Horner is averaging 15
pomts per game in the past 12.

“We had every reason to coast, but I've got to give
credit to our guys,” Alford said.

The key game for the turnaround, according to Al-
ford, was a 78-56 victory at Penn State on Feb. 26.

“It may sound too simple, but it gave us a lot of
confidence,” Alford said.

‘Amid talk of Alford’s job security, the win at Penn
State was the start of a five-game winning streak
that led the Hawkeyes from NIT preparations to the
NCAA tournament bubble and the Big Ten tourna-
ment semifinals, where they fell to Wisconsin on a
last-second shot.

It put the Hawkeyes in position to make the NCAA
tournament, yet there were plenty of doubts as the
team sat through the selection show on Sunday.

When Iowa was finally announced on the final
bracket that was unveiled there was so much cele-
bration that there was little regard to whom the
Hawkeyes would face and where they’d play.

“When all’s said and done, it'’s how you handle
things,” Alford said. “In coaching, I learned from
when I was a player, there are good times, bad times
and ugly times. If you're steadfast in what you be-
lieve in all three times, you'll be successful.”

in Des Moines.

“Being a product of the state
of Towa, a product of Iowa high
school basketball, to have it hap-
pen in the week of the boys tour-
nament, I can’t imagine more ex-
citement in the state of Iowa
over basketball than there is
today,” Northern Iowa coach
Greg McDermott said Monday.

Towa (21-11) gets things start-
ed on Thursday afternoon
against Cincinnati (24-7) in Indi-
anapolis. Iowa State (18-11)
plays Minnesota (21-10) on Fri-
day afternoon in Charlotte, N.C.,
and Northern Iowa (21-10)
takes on Wisconsin on Friday
night in Oklahoma City.

“Obviously, it's terrific for the
state,” Towa coach Steve Alford
said. “Iowa State has had a great
run. Northern Iowa has been
solid all year. We had to play
both of those teams in
hard-fought games in our build-
ing, so we have a lot of respect
for both of those programs.”

In the women’s tournament,
Towa State (23-6) plays Utah
(25-7) in Fresno, Calif., on Satur-
day night.

This is the first time the state
has put three teams in the men’s
NCAA tournament. All three got
in as at-large selections, which
is especially noteworthy for
Northern Iowa.

The Panthers had to win their

conference tournament to earn
their two previous NCAA berths
— last year and in 1990.

“It's somewhat unbelievable,”
said McDermott, who grew up
in Cascade. “It's one thing to
win a conference tournament.
But when you think about the
number of teams competing for
those few at-large bids, it’s hard
to do. For us to be standing here
as an at-large recipient, it's phe-
nomenal.”

McDermott thanked the two
other state schools for helping
make that happen. Towa and
Towa State play Northern Iowa
every year and that strengthens
the Panthers’ schedule. A game
at Cincinnati early in the season
also helped UNI’s résumé.

“We owe a debt of gratitude
for Towa State and Iowa,” Mc-
Dermott said. “Without their
willingness to play us, we would
not have a leg to stand on in com-
peting for at-large bids.”

It will be the first NCAA tour-
nament for all the Iowa and
Towa State players. Both schools
last played in the tournament in
2001.

“My goal, since I was a little
kid, was to get to the point we're
atright now,” Iowa’s Greg Brun-
ner said.

Towa State made the field in
its second season under coach
‘Wayne Morgan, who picked up
the pieces from Eus-
tachy’s messy departure in
2003. Morgan said he was confi-
dent this would happen.

“Idon’t know if I saw us in the
NCAA two years later, but I saw
us in the NCAA as we built the
team,” he said. “Our objective
now is to get to the point where
we take it almost for granted and
get to the point where we can try
to compete to win the thing.”

Identity: Do you know me now?

AP

Vermont's Taylor Coppenrath is a
three-time conference player of
the year who has NBA-type talent.

IDENTITY, FROM BACK PAGE

Off the court, Coppenrath is an unassuming
personality from a small Vermont town. When
an elementary school student
asked him to speak to his class,
Coppenrath said yes. Then the
child called him the day of the
speech and said he couldn’t
come because his father, who
was supposed to drive him,
had to work. So Coppenrath
picked up the boy at his house
and drove him there.

Fazekas, a 6-11 sophomore,
was the WAC Player of the

Year, averaging 21.8 points and 10.7 re-
bounds. Basketball junkies got a glimpse of
how good he is when Nevada beat Vermont
and Coppenrath in a Bracket Busters match-
up.

His nose was broken in the regular season fi-
nale at San Jose State and he’ll continue to
wear a protective mask in NCAA play.

“The mask is no big deal I don’t even know
it is on my face anymore,” Fazekas said.

Mendez is the top-scoring Canadian-born
player in Division I history, passing the likes
of NBA star Steve Nash. The Spanish-speak-
ing native of Montreal, the MAAC player of
the year, is the only player this season to rank
in the top 10 in botl sconng (23.6) and re-
bounding (10.5) in Division

In the MAAC Champll)nshlp game, Mendez,

&k [Mendez]
would start
for anybody in
[the Big 12].97

Kelvin Sampson
Oklahoma State coach

scored 27 points and added 13 rebounds and
earned tournament MVP honors.

“He’d start for anybody in our conference
(the Big 12),” said Oklahoma coach Kelvin

Sampson, whose  Sooners
drew Niagara in the opening
round.

While playing for the Cana-
dian National Team last sum-
mer, Mendez, who’s 6-8, 245,
went up against Yao Ming, the
7-6 Chinese star and Houston
Rocket.

“He says he did OK,” said
Niagara coach Joe Mihalich.

Loughton and Turiaf also
are foreign born. Loughton is from Perth, Aus-
tralia, and Turiaf from Martinique.

Loughton, a 6-9 junior was the Colonial Ath-
letic Association Player of the Year and aver-
ages 13.9 points and 8.1 rebounds. He had an
impressive game in Old Dominion’s overtime
win over Virginia Commonwealth in the con-
ference tournament championship game.

He’s a throwback player, somebody who
compensates for his lack of quickness with
fundamental skills any coach would pass
along to a clinic audience.

Turiaf, a 6-10, 249-pound senior, has a full
beard and imposes himself on his opponents.
Despite ankle problems, the West Coast Con-
ference Player of the Year averages 16.1
points and 9.3 rebounds and blocks two shots
per game.

Johnny Mathies was the driving force in Creigh-
ton's Missouri Valley Conference tournament
championship run, earning MVP honors.

All these mystery men have basketball pedi-
grees that few fans know about. That could
change this weekend.
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Men’s NCAA tournament
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sotaiowa state

Florida/Ohio vs. Villanova/New Mexi
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akland continues surge — for now

Golden Grizzlies win play-in, earn
right to face top-seeded Tar Heels

BY RUSTY MILLER
The Associated Press

DAYTON, Ohio — Oakland can
still finish the season with a win-
ning record.

All the 13-18 Golden Grizzlies
have to do is beat top-seeded
North Carolina on the Tar Heels
home court, and then pull off an-
other five upsets during the next
three weeks.

“If we win the national champi-
onship, we'll finally get to 19-18,”
coach Greg Kampe said with a
laugh.

The Golden Grizzlies took the
first step Tuesday night at the
University of Dayton, beating Ala-
bama A&M 79-69 in the NCAA
opening-round game behind
Rawle Marshall’s 29 points and
Cortney Scott’s 21.

Oakland (13-18) won its sixth
straight, including three upsets in
as many days last week by a com-
bined seven points to take the
Mid-Continent Conference title
and earn a berth in the field of 65.

“There was a whole lot of adver-
sity during the season,” said Bran-
don Cassise, who added 13 points.
“It brought us together. That's
why we've played so well in these
do-or-die games.”

The turnaround is almost in-
comprehensible for a team that
was 7-18 and riding a three-game
skid 18 days earlier. Almost as in-
credible, Oakland opened the sea-
son 0-7, losing by an average of 13
points a game, against Illinois,

Marquette, Xavier, Missouri,
Texas A&M, Kansas State and
Saint Louis.

The Golden Grizzlies became
only the fifth team with a losing
record to win an NCAA tourna-

ment game, joining Florida A&M
(2004), UNC-Asheville (2003) and
Siena (2002) — all at Dayton —
and Bradley (1955).

Obie Trotter scored 24 points
and Joseph Martin added 22 for
Alabama A&M (18-14), the South-
western Athletic Conference regu-
lar-season and tournament cham-

pion.

A&M coach L. Vann Pettaway
said his team was worn out from
playing four games in six days,
winning the conference tourna-
ment Sunday before hitting the
road less than 24 hours later to
make it to Dayton.

“We want to get back to the big
dance, but we want to dance
when we're rested,” he said.

Both teams were making their
first appearance in the NCAA
tournament. Oakland made the
jump from Division II to Division
Tin the 1997-98 season.

the Golden Grizzlies
stretched the lead to 21 points
with 5 minutes left, the embold-
ened Oakland student section
began chanting, “We want Tar
Heels! We want Tar Heels!”

“This is surreal,” Cassise said.
“I cant believe it's all happen-

Marshall, a wiry 6-foot-7 senior
swingman expected to be taken in
the NBA Draft this spring, had
nine rebounds and three assists.

His most dramatic play came
in the opening half when he took a
pass on the right elbow,
pump-faked a defender off his
feet and then sliced through the
lane for a soaring dunk and foul.
A crowd of 8,254 roared its ap-

roval.

Ahead 38-35 at the break, Oak-
land scored 16 of the first 18
points in the second half.

Oakland’s Rawle Marshall (1) bumps chests with Pierre Dukes (3)

during the NCAA openii

g-round game with Alabama A&M on Tuesday in

Dayton, Ohio. Marshall led Oakland to a 79-69 win with 29 points.

Temple knocked out in Chaney’s return

The Associated Press

BLACKSBURG, Va. — John
Chaney was more amused by his
welcome back to Cassell Colise-
um than by anything he saw once
the game started.

Making his return from a
three-week suspension that has
left his future uncertain, the Tem-
ple coach had an easier night
than his team, which lost 60-50 to
Virginia Tech in the first round of
the NIT on Tuesday night.

“Wherever I go, I'm a lightning
rod,” Chaney said, smiling as he
talked of being asked for auto-
graphs and booed by fans at Vir-
ginia Tech, a former Atlantic 10
rival of Chaney’s Owls.

Zabian Dowdell scored 12 of
his 16 points in the second half,
six in a game-turning 8-0 run, and
Virginia Tech cruised to victory
in its first postseason game in
nine years, leaving Chaney dis-
gusted with his team.

“We don’t shoot the ball consis-
tently and we haven't all year,”
the 73-year-old Hall of Famer
said.

“Our big guys cannot score if
you sat them on top of the basket.

We put them in and they don’t re-
bound, either.”

Talking basketball, Chaney
was passionate. Asked about his
future, his famous sunken eyes
widened, and he quickly closed
the conversation.

“I think I hear my mother call-
ing me,” he said when asked.

“P'll be leaving you now if you
have no more questions [about]
my Kids. That's the only reason
I'm here — to talk about the team
and the game.”

Temple athletic director Bill
Bradshaw said Monday that he,
Chaney and others will get togeth-
er once the season is over to talk
about the future.

The subject of the game was no
bargain either for the Owls
(16-14), who were trying to give
their coach his 500th victory at
Temple, but led only until Virgin-
ia Tech got a few three-pointers
to fall in the first half.

Then the Hokies (16-13) gave
the crowd of 7,416 plenty to cele-

Tuesday’s loss was John Chaney’s
first game following a three-week
suspension for sending in a player
to commit hard fouls that left
Saint Joseph’s senior John Bryant
with a broken arm.

brate.

“We just had to feel our way
through the zone and a couple of
guys stepped up,” said Dowdell,
who  finished  3-for-9 on
three-pointers.

Second-year coach Seth Green-

berg made sure his team knew of
the Hokies’ 1973 and 1995 NIT
championships, and they seemed
intent on adding to it.

“This is an opportunity. You
don’t build a championship pro-
gram overnight. It's a pmcess.
and this is part of the process,” he

The win was Virginia Tech’s
first against Temple in 10 tries. It
was the fourth straight year Tem-
ple (16-14) has played in the NIT.

Holy Cross 78, Notre Dame
73: At South Bend, Ind., Kevin
Hamilton scored a career-] h\gh 26
points, 11 during a 23-5 run in the
Crusaders’ (25-6) victory over the
Fighting Irish (17-12).

South Carolina 69, Miami 67:
At Columbia, S.C., Josh Gonner’s
driving basket with 2.1 seconds re-
maining lifted the Gamecocks

(16-13) over the Hurricanes
(16-13).

DePaul 75, Missouri 70: At Co-
lumbia, Mo., Drake Diener

scored a career-high 30 points
and tied his career best with
seven three-pointers as the Blue
Demons (20-10) defeated the Ti-
gers (16-17).
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Penn wants to enjoy experience

BY TIM PANACCIO
The Philadelphia Inquirer

PHILADELPHIA — Penn
sophomore Steve Danley says he
can appreciate how much Thurs-
day’s first-round NCAA tourna-
ment game against Boston Col-
lege means to senior Tim Begley.

It has been more than a decade
since Penn last won an NCAA
tournament game. Begley was 11
when Penn defeated Nebraska,
90-80, in 1994.

Danley, a 6-foot-8 forward, un-
derstands that no senior wants to
leave school without a tourna-
ment victory.

That’s why Thursday’s game in
Cleveland is a big deal. Boston
College is the fourth seed, Penn
13th in the Chicago Regional.

“Maybe I am a little bit more
aware of it than most guys,” Dan-
ley said. “My senior year at De-
Matha [High School] was a big
disappointment. We were one of
the worst teams in DeMatha histo-
ry and had a losing record for the
first time in 30 years.

“It kind of makes me look at
our guys at Penn. I saw the frus-
tration with Jeff Schiffner and
Adam Chubb last year when we
didn’t make the NCAAs. At the
same time, you see the joy on [Be-
gley’s] face going out there dur-
ing Senior Night here. This game
is the biggest thing in the world
for some of these guys because
they may not get to do this again.”

Penn (20-8) last participated in
the tournament in 2003. Begley is
the lone Quakers starter who
played in a loss to Oklahoma
State that season.

“You look at it as your last time
around, and maybe it is a little
more meaningful,” Begley said.
“Anytime you go to the NCAAs,
pretty much the whole country is
watching. It's a lot more meaning-
ful than any game you play all sea-
son. You treat it differently, pre-
pare differently, and realize the
impact any game can have.”

Begley, a 6-8 guard, said he re-
members how close the Quakers
were in the loss to Oklahoma State
(77-63) and also in 2002, when
they fell, 82-75, to California.

Because so many Penn players
weren’t around two years ago,
there is virtually nothing for this
year’s team to draw upon in
terms of playoff experience. Bos-
ton College (24-4) is making its
fourth tournament appearance in
five years. The Eagles are a veter-
an team.

“Against Oklahoma State, we
were down two or three points
late in the game,” Begley said.
“In a game like that, you want to
hang around and give yourself a
shot down the stretch. If we can
make shots early against BC, get
our confidence going, get off to a
good start, we could be in good
shape.”

Boston College has been a bit of
an enigma. The Eagles ripped off
a school-record 20 straight victo-
ries to start the season while as-
cending to No. 3 in the polls. But
they fell back to earth, and fin-
ished the season losing three of
their last five games. In the Quak-
ers’ eyes, the Eagles’ recent
slump inspires thoughts of an
upset.

“Them losing the last few

games kind of hurts us more than
anything because they will be all
fired up,” Begley said.

The Eagles have a height advan-
tage. Junior forward Craig Smith
and sophomore forward Jared
Dudley are both 6-7. Senior center
Nate Doornekamp is a 7-footer.

‘Which is why the Quakers are
going to need Eric Osmundson
healthy. The 6-5 senior guard has
been bothered for two weeks by a
virus that caused him to lose 10
pounds. Osmundson, down to 190,

HOW TO GET AWAY WITH

practiced on Tuesday.

Begley said he has talked to
Penn’s younger players about
what to expect in Cleveland and
about enjoying the moment.

“This is a chance of a lifetime
for guys like myself,” Begley
said. “We are not going to be play-
ing in the NBA for 10 years. So all
this media coverage is pretty cool
for us. I hope our guys get to
enjoy because it is a different ex-
perience, something different
than they will ever have.”

A GREAT DEAL.

Penn’s Mark Zoller (24)
has a shot blocked by
Princeton’s Luke Ow-
ings during the first half
on March 8. The
13th-seeded Quakers
are hoping to end an
11-year victory drought
in the NCAA tourna-
ment when they play
No. 4 seed Boston
College in the first
round on Thursday in
Cleveland.
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Creating
an identity

Unknowns can make name
for themselves in NCAAS

BY JOHN ROWE
The Record (Bergen County, N.J.)

hances are you
haven’t heard  of
Johnny Mathies.
No, he isn’t the sing-
er who spells his
name without the “e.”

Mathies is a 6-foot guard at
Creighton, one of many NCAA
tournament players who until
now have been household names
only in their own households.
That could change before this
weekend is over.

The playing field is finally

somewhat level for the Mathieses
of college basketball. J.J. Redick
of Duke and Chris Paul of Wake
Forest are no longer images on a
television screen. They are oppo-
nents.
Could there be another Mouse
McFadden, the dynamic Cleve-
land State guard of the
mid-1980s, or Bryce Drew of Val-
paraiso, who made a game-win-
ning three-pointer in 1998, in this
tournament’s group of quality but
virtually unknown players?

There are plenty of candidates
from which to choose. From
guards such as Mathies, Ed Mc-
Cants of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
and Tim Begley of Penn, to big
men like Taylor Coppenrath of
Vermont, Nick Fazekas of Neva-
da, Juan Mendez of Niagara, Alex
Loughton of Old Dominion and
Ronny Turiaf of Gonzaga.

Mathies has underdog written
all over him. Despite his size, the
junior speedster from Louisville,
Ky., is a shooting guard.

After one season at Dixie Jun-
jor College in Utah, Mathies
joined Creighton in 2003-04, aver-
aging 7.8 points and 1.8 assists.
This season he’s improved to 11.6
points and 2.2 assists for a team
that makes nine three-pointers
per game.

Mathies came up big in the Mis-
souri Valley tournament, being se-
lected MVP even though he didn’t
‘make any all team.

makes 37 percent of h\s
three-point tries. He hit four
threes in the Horizon League
championship game.

Begley, the Ivy League Player
of the Year, is a big guard (6-6),
with an outside game He is aver-
aging 13.7 points, 5.4 rebounds
and 4.8 assists a game. He can be
a defensive nightmare for a team
with a small backcourt.

Coppenrath is the three-time

merica East Player of the Year
who has helped the Catamounts
advance to three straight NCAA
tournaments. At 6-9, 257 pounds,
he has an NBA-like body and a
game that has some scouts com-
paring him to Dirk Nowitzki. He's
averaging 25.7 points and 8.9 re-
bounds and shooting 53.6 percent
from the field.

Last year, Connecticut’s
Emeka Okafor helped limit Cop-
penrath, the nation’s third-lead-
ing scorer at 247 points per
game, to 12 points on 3-for-17
shooting.

SEE IDENTITY ON PAGE 44

With a junior-college back-
ground, McCants, a 6-3 senior,
has a shooter’s mentality. He aver-
ages 17.4 points and scored a ca-
reer-high 38 against Detroit and

Wisconsin-Milwaukee guard Ed McCat
17.4 p
three-point attempts.

Nevada’s Nick Fazekas, a 6-foot-11
sophomore and WAC Player of the
Year, is one of the nation’s premier
big men and is determined to make a
name for himself and his team in their
second straight NCAA tournament. o

AP
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ts a game and hits 37 percent of this

Niagara’s 6-8 Juan Mendez is the only player in
the top 10 in both scoring (23.6) and
rebounding (10.5) average this season.
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